STATE OF MAINE Commission Meeting 09/29/2021
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS Agenda Item #2
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0135

To: Commission
From: Commission Staff
Date: September 22, 2021

Re:  Request by the Center for Media and Democracy to Investigate Possible In-Kind
Contributions from the American Legislative Exchange Council

The Ethics Commission received the enclosed complaint from the Center for Media and
Democracy (CMD) concerning the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) and two
members of the Maine Legislature. ETH. 1-120. CMD alleges that ALEC knowingly made in-
kind contributions of voter management software (ALEC CARE) to legislative candidates in

Maine that may have violated contribution limits and restrictions.
Relevant Maine Election Law (ETH. 358-361)

Standard for Initiating an Investigation. The Commission is required to review every request to
investigate an alleged violation of campaign finance law and to conduct an “investigation if the
reasons stated for the request show sufficient grounds for believing that a violation may have
occurred.” 21-A M.R.S. § 1003(2).

Definition of Contribution. The term contribution includes “[a] gift, subscription, loan, advance
or deposit of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the nomination or
election of any person to state, county or municipal office ....” 21-A M.R.S. § 1012(2)(A)(1).
Influence means “to promote, support, oppose or defeat.” 21-A M.R.S. § 1012(4-A).

The Commission’s Rules define an in-kind contribution as follows: “Unless specifically
exempted under 21-A M.R.S. §8 1012 and 1052 or this section, the provision of any goods or
services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual and customary charge for such
goods or services is an in-kind contribution. Examples of such goods and services include, but
are not limited to: equipment, facilities, supplies, personnel, advertising, and campaign literature.
If goods or services are provided at less than the usual and customary charge, the amount of the
in-kind contribution is the difference between the usual and customary charge and the amount
charged the candidate or political committee.” 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, 8 6(4).
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Content of Reports — Itemized Contributions. Candidates are required to disclose all
contributions (cash and in-kind) in regularly scheduled campaign finance reports. 21-A M.R.S.
§ 1017(5).

Limits on Contributions to Traditionally Financed Candidates. A political committee or
organization may not make contributions to a traditionally financed candidate to promote their
election that exceed the contribution limits in 21-A M.R.S. 8 1015(2). For the 2020 elections,

the contribution limit for legislative candidates was $400 per election.

Section 1015(2) focuses on the making of a contribution to a candidate by a political committee,
corporation or other organization. If a candidate accepts a contribution that exceeds the limits in
§ 1015, the candidate is subject to a penalty under 21-A M.R.S. § 1004-A(2).

Limits on Contributions to Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) Candidates. Once certified to
receive public campaign funding, an MCEA candidate may not accept any cash or in-kind
contributions. 21-A M.R.S. § 1125(6).

Complaint by CMD

CMD requests the Commission investigate and determine (1) whether Sen. Stewart and Rep.
Harrington received in-kind contributions from ALEC; (2) if so, whether those should have been
reported on their 2020 campaign finance reports; and (3) issue penalties associated with
violations of the law. ETH. 7-8. CMD further requests that the Commission subpoena the full
list of ALEC members in Maine who received similar benefits during the 2020 election; whether
the software in question was used by legislators and their staff on state time or in state offices;
and the original funder(s) paying Voter Gravity to provide legislators access to their program.
ETH. 8-9.

A large portion of CMD’s request focuses on its complaint to the Internal Revenue Service
regarding political activities that may not be allowed under ALEC’s 501(c)(3) tax exemption,
and a lobbying disclosure complaint before the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Disclosure
Board. ETH. 3, 11-37. Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington are the only publicly known members
of ALEC in Maine, which is why CMD has not listed other candidates or legislators in this
complaint. Sen. Stewart is an ALEC state chair and national board member, and Rep.
Harrington is an ALEC state chair. During the 2020 election Sen. Stewart was an MCEA



candidate who was prohibited from receiving any in-kind contributions. Rep. Harrington was a
traditionally financed candidate who could not accept contributions exceeding $400 (either cash

or in-kind).

CMD alleges that ALEC provided the legislators with in-kind contributions valued between
$2,376 and $3,000 for access to the ALEC CARE (Constituent Analytics Research Exchange)
program, which is included on the list of benefits to legislative memberships costing $100 per
year. ETH. 7. Legislative memberships also include model legislative policies; issue analysis,
studies, and seminars; lectures; access to the ALEC website; and task forces. The membership
page of the ALEC website indicates that members must separately sign up for the ALEC CARE

benefit.?

CMD alleges that ALEC CARE is described as a “constituent services” program but is actually a
“voter contact platform” created by a private company, VVoter Gravity, that is linked to the
Republican National Committee (RNC) voter database. ETH. 4-5. CMD’s research indicates
that VVoter Gravity was created by Ned Ryun, a conservative political activist, to help legislators
get reelected. CMD makes these links through the similarity of VVoter Gravity’s advertising,
messaging, and information on the ALEC CARE website, and emails from ALEC staff. ETH. 4.

The allegation that ALEC CARE would have a value of $2,376 - $3,000 to Maine legislative
candidates is based on CMD’s research of VVoter Gravity’s pricing structure and recent a January
2021 email from ALEC claiming the software benefit would normally cost $3,000 to purchase.
ETH. 5.

The complaint states that Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington have accepted illegal in-kind
contributions. However, no information was provided in the complaint indicating that the
legislators actually used ALEC CARE.

Subsequent Submissions by the Parties

Through their attorney, Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington acknowledge that the ALEC CARE
software was included with their membership. ETH. 128. They deny using the program. Id.
ALEC responded through a September 17, 2021 letter from its counsel, Jason Torchinsky, that it

could not have made a contribution because it instructs members not to use the program for

! https://www.alec.org/membership-type/legislative-membership/.



campaign purposes. ETH. 129-140. ALEC also relies on a provision in the Commission’s Rules
stating a candidate’s receipt of a discounted service from a commercial vendor is not an in-kind
contribution if the vendor regularly provides a similar discount to other customers in the ordinary
course of business. In a reply memo, CMD notes that ALEC could have removed the voter
engagement features of ALEC CARE but has chosen not to. ETH. 141-144. CMD requests that
if the Commission does not choose to investigate whether the candidates are in violation, the
Commission should nevertheless investigate whether ALEC made over-the-limit contributions
by obtaining a list of ALEC members in Maine and their usage data.

Discussion and Staff Recommendation

Once a request for investigation is received by the Commission, state Election Law directs the
Commission to conduct an investigation “if the reasons stated for the request show sufficient
grounds for believing that a violation may have occurred.” 21-A M.R.S. 8 1003(2). By carefully
drawing connections between ALEC CARE and the Voter Gravity software, the Commission
staff believes that CMD has raised a legitimate question of whether ALEC is providing software
as part of its membership benefits that could assist state legislators nationally in their re-election
campaigns. Nevertheless, based on the standard in Maine Election Law for whether to conduct a
requested investigation and for pragmatic reasons, the Commission staff recommends not

initiating an investigation:

e The preponderance of the evidence presently available suggests that Sen. Stewart and
Rep. Harrington did not receive an illegal contribution because they did not use the
ALEC CARE software for any campaign purpose. According to their counsel’s letter,
they assessed that the software would have no value in their election campaigns.

e We do not know whether Sen. Stewart’s and Rep. Harrington’s experience is emblematic
of other Maine legislative candidates, but there is no substantial evidence in the CMD
complaint suggesting that other Maine candidates would have found the software more
useful for campaigning. Our general understanding is that voter data is already available
to Maine legislative candidates from their state parties, if they are inclined to use it. We
also know from our own experience of asking legislative candidates and officials to use
new software that a significant portion of candidates in Maine have little interest in

adapting to unfamiliar software unless they absolutely have to.



e Once the CMD complaint and response by the Legislators are taken into consideration,
the CMD complaint does not present strong evidence that any candidate received a

significant unfair campaign advantage over another.

e The issues of how to value the ALEC CARE software as a campaign tool are not
necessarily as straightforward as CMD contends. Certain legal and factual questions
would need to be sorted out before finding that a contribution limit violation had

occurred.

e Any investigation of the ALEC CARE software would necessarily rely on the voluntary
cooperation of ALEC, which may not be forthcoming. Although the Commission has

subpoena power, that is not as efficient as some would presume.

e The Commission staff is not aware of other parties seeking to provide campaign software
and voter data to legislative candidates in Maine at a reduced cost (other than voter data
provided by Maine’s two major political parties). If the Commission is concerned about
this prospect in 2022 or beyond, there are ways to reduce this risk through educational
activities rather than raising alarm among Maine candidates that membership in a

national policy organization may subject them to a finding of violation.

In their counsel’s letter, Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington acknowledge that the ALEC CARE
software was made available to them as part of their membership in ALEC. They state that they
independently assessed that the software “would be of no value to their respective campaigns”
and “Neither . . . ever used the ALEC CARE software for any campaign activity.” ETH. 128.

Disclosure of contributions and limits on contributions promote important governmental
objectives. If, however, a candidate checks out a service that is offered to them and determines
not to use it, in many situations it may be unreasonable and misleading to require the candidate

to report the service as a contribution or to view the service as an over-the limit contribution.

Generally, a candidate has violated legal restrictions on contributions and the duty to disclose

contributions only if they have received or accepted money or something of value:



e After qualifying for public campaign funding, an MCEA candidate “may not accept any
contributions....” 21-A M.R.S. § 1025(6) (italics added).

e Under 21-A M.R.S. § 1004-A(2), “[a] person that accepts or makes a contribution that
exceeds the limitations set out in section 1015 ... may be assessed a penalty....” (italics
added).

e Campaign finance reports must contain “itemized accounts of contributions received
during [the] report filing....” 21-A M.R.S. § 1017(5) (italics added).

If something of value is offered but the candidate does not access it or use it, the Commission

staff has serious doubts whether that situation should be viewed as an illegal contribution.

Please consider this hypothetical situation which we view as analogous: an advocacy
organization offers valuable polling data to a selection of candidates who are supportive of the
organization’s policy agenda (e.g., gun rights, or reproductive freedoms) to assist the candidates
in their elections. If the candidate is aware that the data is available but never takes any action to
access the data, the service probably should not be viewed as a contribution. The attempted
election activity by the policy organization may violate restrictions on the organization’s tax-
exempt status, but that would be a question for U.S. tax authorities.?

The issue of how to value the ALEC CARE software is not as straightforward as CMD argues in
paragraph 12 of its complaint. CMD calculates that the value of the product for a 2020
legislative campaign to be at least $2,376 ($99/month for 24 months). Most individuals running
for the Maine Legislature do not campaign for two years. Many candidates register nine or ten
months before the general election, and actively campaign for less than that. Even if Maine
legislative candidates used the ALEC CARE software, the value may be significantly less than
alleged by CMD. Also, the complaint does not address that the candidates themselves have
purchased the software as a membership benefit. If the candidate has accepted a contribution,
the Commission may need to think through whether the contribution is partly from the candidate

themself.

2 Similarly, the Commission staff regularly advises candidates that if they receive a contribution by check in the U.S.
Mail but they do not want to accept it, they may return it to the contributor without reporting their receipt of a
contribution.



The issue of campaign software being offered to Maine legislative candidates at a discount
appears to be an isolated compliance concern that is not going to arise often. The Commission
staff is not aware of similar situations in which third-parties are offering Maine candidates free
or discounted software that will assist them in campaign activities. If, however, the Commission
views this as a potential problem in upcoming elections, an alternative or additional means of
reducing this risk would be to sharpen the Commission’s educational efforts to remind
candidates that accepting software or valuable data at a discount could amount to an in-kind
contribution if not reimbursed by the candidate. This could take the form of a targeted brochure
distributed by email or U.S. Mail in the spring of 2022.

Finally, we note that an investigation of the ALEC CARE software and its value to candidates
would likely require the voluntary cooperation by ALEC. While one would hope and expect
ALEC to cooperate with an investigation by the Commission, it is worth noting that ALEC’s tax
exemption has been challenged before the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. ALEC may not be
eager to have Commission staff closely examining the features of its software for campaign
value. The Commission staff is already involved in two investigations in which requests for
documents or interviews have been ignored, and respondents have used legal objections to avoid
or delay compliance with subpoenas. In those investigations, court actions against out-of-state
respondents to enforce subpoenas have been contemplated by the Commission staff, although not
yet initiated. In weighing the benefit to the public of whether to initiate a discretionary
investigation concerning ALEC, the Commission should consider the limits on the resources of

the Commission staff and the Office of the Maine Attorney General.

We recognize that a decision to investigate is in the hands of the Commission. While we would
appreciate your consideration of the above factors, if you weigh them differently and believe an
investigation is warranted, we will engage in a thorough investigation of whatever areas you
deem appropriate. If you would like, the staff will be prepared to discuss possible scope and

next steps at your September 29, 2021 meeting.

Thank you for your consideration of this memo.



COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES
Mail: 135 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Office: 45 Memorial Circle, Augusta, Maine

Website: www.maine.gov/ethics
Phone: 207-287-4179
Fax: 207-287-6775

Cover Sheet for Complaint Alleging Violation of Legislative Ethics

Instructions: Under 1 M.R.S.A. § 1013, any person may file a complaint alleging a violation of legisfative
ethics. The compiaint must be filed in writing, signed under oath before a notary public, and must specify
the facts of the alleged violation and the provisions of Sections 1014 and 1015 (aftached) that are alleged
to have been violated. A complaint that does not meet these criteria will be returned to the complainant.
The complaint may be in the form of a letter or memorandum addressed to the Commission. Please
affach your swom complaint fo this cover sheet and submit it to the attention of the Commission’s
executive director. The Commission may consider only complaints against Legislators in office at the
time of the filing of the compiaint and which relate to activity that occurred or was ongoing within 2 years
of the complaint.

Center for Media and Democracy

Party making the complaint:

Contact person: Arn Pearson

N Center for Media and Democracy
Contact's mailing address:

520 University Ave., Suite 305 Madison, WI 53703

Contact's e-mail address: arn@prwatch.com
608-260-9713 (0), 207-272-2886 (c)

Contact's telephone number{s):

Legislators named in complaint: Rep. Matthew Harrington and Sen. Harold "Trey" Stewart |1l
As a benefit of their membership in ALEC, ALEC gave, and

Brief summary of violation: Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington received, free

(include dates of activity) sophisticated voter management and campaign software for

the 2020 election cycle worth thousands of dollars, despite
ALEC's status as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation barred
from engaging in electoral activity under federal law and in
violation of 27- : ) , an

Specific provisions of 1 M.R.S.A.
§§ 1014 or 1015 allegedly violated: §§1 01 5(2)

Confidentiality Agreement

[ agree not to disclose any information about the complaint during the time the Commission is
determining whether o pursue the complaint and during the investigation of the complaint.

t understand that any person who knowingly breaches this confidentiality restriction has committed a
Class D crime under 1t M.R.S.A. § 1013{3-A).

%i Mu— 1/24/&1

Signaturé of person making the complaint Date /

Unsworn falsification is a Class D crime. 17-A M.R.S.A. § 453.
ETH-1
The original written complaint which has been signed under oath must be submitted with this cover sheet. Rev. 2119/2010
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COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION OF MAINE
CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS

SUBMITTED BY THE CENTER FOR MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY

Introduction

The Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) hereby files a complaint based on information

providing reason to believe the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), ALEC state

chair Rep. Matthew Harrington, and ALEC state chair and national board member Sen. Harold

“Trey” Stewart IIT have violated Maine’s contribution limits, reporting requirements, and the

Maine Clean Elections Act through the giving and receipt of illegal in-kind campaign

contributions as follows:

1.

As a benefit of their membership in ALEC, ALEC gave, and Sen. Stewart and Rep.
Harrington received, free sophisticated voter management and campaign software for the
2020 election cycle worth thousands of dollars, despite ALEC’s status as a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt corporation barréd from engaging in electoral activity under federal law and in

violation of 21-A M.R.S.A. §§1015(2), 1017, and 1125.

CMD has only named ALEC and its state chairs in this complaint because ALEC keeps its
membership list secret from the public. However, as the same violations of law potentially
apply to all ALEC members, CMD respectfully requests that the Maine Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (Commission) initiate a broader investigation
into the alleged violations with respect to all members of ALEC who ran for election in 2020

and require ALEC to provide it with a full membership list.

In addition to this comnplaint, CMD has filed an Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
whistleblower action against ALEC for violating its 501(c)(3) status by illegally engaging in
political activity by virtue of its provision of the voter management software, training, and

support to hundreds of Republican legislators. Ex. 1.
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Parties of Interest

4. ALEC is a national 501(c)(3) organization that brings legislators together with corporate
lobbyists to develop and promote model legislation for passage in at least 47 states. In
recruiting legislative members, ALEC describes itself as “one of America’s most dynamic
public-private partnerships with nearly 300 corporate and private foundation members™ who

“work together to develop policies and programs.” Ex. 2.

5. Although ALEC claims to the IRS that it spends $0 on lobbying, the Minnesota Campaign
Finance and Public Disclosure Board found in 2015 that “ALEC’s primary purpose is the
passage of state legislation in the various states and that all of its wide-ranging activities are

in support of this primary purpose.” Ex. 3.

6. ALEC’s lobbying activities have been thoroughly documented in a 2012 IRS whistleblower
complaint and three supplemental submissions by Common Cause and CMD. The filings and

supporting documents can be found at

https://www.commoncause.org/resource/alec-whistleblower-complaint/.

7. Sen. Trey Stewart and Rep. Matthew Harrington are ALEC’s current Maine public sector

state chairs,
8. Sen. Stewart also serves on ALEC’s Board of Directors.

9. Voter Gravity is a for-profit company run by Ned Ryun, founder and president of American
Majority, a right-wing candidate training operation, and American Majority Action, its voter
mobilization affiliate. The orgamzations were the subject of an IRS complaint for excessive
political activity and self-dealing filed by the Campaign for Accountability in July 2020. Ex.
4. American Majority Action holds an 84% ownership stake in Voter Gravity and shares the
same P.O. Box address. Ex. 5. at p. 42. Voter Gravity’s website claims that it gives candidates

everything they need to “turn [] data into votes.” Ex. 6.

Factual Background

10. Since at least 2016, ALEC has provided its dues-paying members with “ALEC CARE”

(Constituent Analytics Research Exchange) software, training, and assistance as an exclusive

2
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

membership benefit. While ALEC describes CARE as a “constituent services” program, it is
in fact a “voter contact platform” developed by the company Voter Gravity and linked to the
Republican National Committee’s (RNC) voter database. See David Armiak and Arn
Pearson, “ALEC Gives Lawmakers Free Data Program Run by Republican Operatives,”
Center for Media and Democracy (Feb. 8, 2021),

ublican-operatives/ (also attached as Ex. 13).

In its ALEC CARE promotional materials, ALEC claims purchasing an equivalent service
“typically costs legislators thousands of dollars.” Ex. 7. ALEC members pay dues of $100

per year.

Voter Gravity’s pricing structure shows that non-ALEC members pay between $99 and
$5,000 a month for the service depending on the size of the voter file provided. Ex. 8. This
non-ALEC member pricing constitutes the fair market value of this service. Based on the size
of their districts, Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington would have had to pay $99 per month to
purchase this service without ALEC CARE, for a total of $2,376 each over the course of the
2020 election cycle.

Alternatively, in a recent email obtained by CMD. ALEC claims that the software would

normally cost $3,000, “but is a member benefit.” Ex. 9

While ALEC publicly emphasizes the “constituent research and engagement™ benefits of the
service, the voter database and management software provided by ALEC is clearly designed
to help ALEC legislators win reelection. Voter Gravity explicitly markets the software as a
“powerful” tool for political campaigns from “an approved mobile app vendor for the

Republican National Committee and fully integrated with the RNC’s database.” Ex 8.

Voter Gravity’s website extensively extolls the electoral purpose of its software package,
which is exactly the same suite that ALEC provides to its members as “CARE,” stating that,
“Voter Gravity empowers campaigns to unleash their voter contact efforts, making your

strategy bigger, faster, and more targeted than ever before.” Indeed, Voter Gravity’s “Demo”
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

page on its website is captioned “Ready to Win?” and comes preloaded with a box to check if

you are a member of ALEC. Ex. 10.

In 2015, Voter Gravity issued a press release announcing its “full integration” with the RNC,
which its CEOQ Need Ryun said would “allow any candidate or state party who chooses to use
Voter Gravity on the front end to put data back in real time into the RNC.” The company’s
head of operations stated that, “We believe that this is going to help Republican candidates
win in 2016.” Ryun added that the program’s goal was to “fully leverage all of our data
technology” in order “to outmaneuver the left philosophically and politically.” Ex. 11.

ALEC’s legislative membership is almost exclusively Republican, and all of the 82 state
chairs listed on ALEC’s website, including Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington, are members

of the Republican party.

ALEC claims to have more than 2,000 legislative members, Using ALEC’s stated value of
$3,000 per member for the ALEC CARE program, CMD estimates that ALLEC made more
than $6 million in unreported and illegal in-kind campaign contributions across the country

in the 2020 elections.

Information provided to CMD by a whistleblower shows that ALEC members using CARE
have access to party affiliation, ideology, issue interest, income, education, religion, Tea
Party support, voter history, precinct information, and “turnout score” data for voters in their
districts, and services that they can use to create walking lists for door-knocking, set
door-knocking and phone calling goals, track supporters, and create Election Day “strike

lists” to maximize the turnout of their supporters. Ex. 12; see also Ex. 10 atp. 5.

ALEC provided free access to Voter Gravity’s voter management software through its ALEC
CARE program to Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington as a benefit of their membership, but

CMD does not possess sufticient information to determine if they used it for their campaigns.

Neither Sen. Stewart nor Rep. Harrington have reported ALEC’s in-kind contribution on their

campaign finance reports.
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22. Sen. Stewart participated in the Maine Clean Elections Act in 2020 and was therefore not

permitted to accept campaign contributions of any kind from a corporation.

Applicable Law

23. Under Maine law, a campaign contribution is “A gift, subscription, loan, advance or deposit
of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the nomination or election
of any person to state, county or municipal office...” 21-A M.R.S.A. §1012 (emphasis
added)

24. During the 2020 election cycle, individuals and organizations were limited to contributing
$400 to a privately funded legislative candidate in any one election, for a total of $800 per
cycle to a candidate who ran in both the primary and general elections, 21-A M.R.S.A.
§1015.

25. Making or accepting a contribution in violation of Maine campaign finance laws, or making

a false statement on a campaign finance report, is a Class E crime. 21-A M.R.S.A. §1004.

26. Candidates must disclose all campaign contributions and expenditures under 21-A M.R.S.A.
§1017.

27. Candidates who participate in the Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) public financing
program may not accept any private contributions once they qualify, and are not permitted to

accept contributions from corporations at any time during their candidacy. 21-A M.R.S.A.

§1125(2)

28. Participating candidates found to have accepted improper donations may be decertified,
required to return all funds distributed to the campaign, and subjected to a civil penalty under

21-A M.R.S.A. §1127.

Violations of Law

29, By providing free RNC-linked Voter Gravity software through ALEC CARE to Rep.
Harrington and Sen. Stewart, ALEC knowingly made an illegal in-kind campaign

contribution worth between $2,376 and $3,000 (i.e., the fair market value of the service) to
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

each as an entity barred by federal law from engaging in political activity and in excess of
Maine’s contribution limits in violation of 21-A M.R.S.A. §1015(2).

Provision of the voter management software to support election campaigns constitutes an
illegal in-kind campaign contribution by ALEC whether or not ALEC members ultimately
used it for theif campaigns. ALEC’s disclaimers and transparent repackaging of a powerful
campaign tool as “constituent communications™ do nothing to reduce its campaign value. The
RNC-integrated software comes fully loaded with all campaign data and functions, and data
entered by ALEC members get added to the RNC’s database, thereby directly benefiting the
Republican Party. ALEC’s promotional pitch that, “With the opportunities afforded by
CARE, our members can be ahead of their colleagues,” is just coded language for what
VoterGravity says to its users at its demo page: “Ready to win?” See Ex. 1 at p. 15-17; Ex.
10.

If Rep. Harrington used the Voter Gravity software provided by ALEC to support his
campaign, he received an in-kind campaign contribution worth between $2,376 and $3,000 in

excess of Maine’s contribution limits and in violation of 21-A M.R.S.A. §1015(2).

If Sen. Stewart used the Voter Gravity software provided by ALEC to support his campaign,
he received an in-kind campaign contribution worth between $2,376 and $3,000 as a Maine
Clean Election Act candidate in violation of 21-A M.R.S. §1125(2).

If Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington used the Voter Gravity software provided by ALEC to
support their campaigns, their failure to disclose it as an in-kind contribution on their

campaign finance reports is a violation of 21-A M.R.S. §1017.

Action Reguested

CMD respectfully requests that the Commission initiate an investigation into the above
alleged violations of Maine campaign finance law by ALEC, Sen. Stewart, and Rep.

Harrington, and impose the appropriate penalties for all violations of law found.

In light of the seriousness and scope of the alleged violations, CMD further requests that the

Commission use its power of subpoena to obtain additional information, including:
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a. The full list of ALEC members in Maine who received free RNC-linked voter

management software for their 2020 campaigns;

b. Whether the RNC-linked voter management software was used by legislators or their

staff on state time or in state offices; and

c. The original funder or funders paying Voter Gravity to grant ALEC members the in-kind

campaign contribution of free use of its voter management software,

Respectfully submitted,

W

Arn H. Pearson, Esq.
Executive Director
Center for Media and Democracy

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 23 day of -3v-\ w2021

K:fuum,, m,&mﬁ IS Notoru

Signature of Person Adrm stenng the Oath Title of Person Administering the Oath

TERESA M. MCIRVIN
MNotary Public, State of Maine
My Commmission Expires JULY 1, 2027
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Exhibit 1



SUBMISSION TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
UNDER THE TAX WHISTLEBLOWER ACT,
26 U.S.C. § 7623(b)

REGARDING IMPERMISSABLE ELECTORAL ACTIVITY
OF THE
AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL
IN CONTRAVENTION OF 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)
TAX-EXEMPT CHARITABLE STATUS

July 20, 2021

CONSTANTINE CANNON LLP
By: /s/ Eric Havian

Eric Havian

Max Voldman

150 California St.

Suite 1600

San Francisco, CA 94111
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Introduction

The Center for Media & Democracy (CMD) submits this Form 211 exposing the American
Legislative Exchange Council’s (ALEC) severe and repeated violations of the prohibition on
political campaign intervention by a tax-exempt nonprofit organization, under 26 U.S.C.
§ 501(c)3). As reflected in prior submissions to the IRS, ALEC has abused its non-profit status
for many years. Common Cause has filed a separate Form 211 submission to the IRS in
collaboration with CMD, detailing ALEC’s extensive lobbying activity and its actions for the
private inurement of its corporate sponsors in violation of its 501(c)(3) status.! Moreover, a 2015
ruling by Minnesota’s Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board found that “ALEC’s
primary purpose is the passage of state legislation in the various states and that all of its wide-
ranging activities are in support of this primary purpose.”

ALEC is highly selective in the candidates it assists and the Iobbying it performs. The
organization is dedicated exclusively to advancing the agenda of its corporate members and the
Republican Party and helping to elect conservative candidates. This submission describes the latest
of ALEC’s partisan schemes that masquerade as charitable activities and reveals information never
before made public.

Based on information provided by ALEC’s legislative members and other documents
obtained through its investigations and open records requests, CMD has obtained conclusive
evidence that ALEC has been providing sophisticated voter management and campaign software,

run by partisan political operatives and linked to the Republican National Committee’s voter file,

! See Common Cause, 4LEC Whistlebiower Complaint (Oct. 1, 2016),
https://www.commoncause.org/resource/alec-whistleblower-complaint/ (providing Cominon Cause’s original April
2012 submission to the IRS, as well as their supplemental submissions from July 2013, May 2015, and October
2016).

2 See Exhibit 1, Minn. Campaign Fin. & Pub. Disclosure Bd., Findings of Fact, Conciusions of Law, and Order in
the Matter of the Complaint of Common Cause Minnesota Regarding the American Legislative Exchange Council
{Feb. 3,2015), at 6.
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to its legislative members since at least 2016 in continuing violation of its 501(c)(3) status. By
ALEC’s own admission, and other evidence provided below, these unreported in-kind campaign
contributions to ALEC’s 2,000-plus members, almost all of whom are Republicans, have a total
value of more than $6 million per election cycle.

As a registered tax-exempt organization under 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3), ALEC is forbidden
from engaging in partisan political campaign activities. This prohibition is absolute: even de
minimis interventions in political campaigns are prohibited under penalty of fines, sanctions, and
revocation of nonprofit status. Yet since at least 2016, ALEC has provided valuable campaign
assistance to its legislative members in the form of free, sophisticated voter management software
and voter data, constituting an illegal and unreported in-kind campaign contribution.

The information in this submission is based upon two primary sources. First, CMD has
conducted its own exhaustive investigation of ALEC’s activities, resulting in extensive evidence
that demonstrates ALEC’s repeated violations of the tax laws. Second, as stated above, CMD has
received coinfidential assistance fromn a current legislative member of ALEC (“Legislaior”), a
classic “insider” who wishes to remain anonymous. This unprecedented look inside ALEC’s
highly secretive operations provides irrefutable evidence of ALEC’s longstanding unlawful
electoral assistance provided to the overwhelmingly Republican legislative members of ALEC.

Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 7623 ef seq. (the “Tax Whistleblower Act”), this Memorandum
and accompanying Form 211 comprise CMD’s submission to the Internal Revenue Service
detatling ALEC’s violations. CMD is also filing campaign finance complaints with the appropriate

oversight agencies in 15 states.
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I. Factual Summary

Legislator is a state legislator, candidate for public office, and dues-paying member of
ALEC. As a “membership benefit,” Legislator has been provided by ALEC with an expensive and
sophisticated voter management software suite, called “Constituent Analytics and Research
Exchange,” or ALEC CARE.

According to ALEC staff, who advertise CARE as an inducement for renewing
membership in ALEC, the CARE software is a tool for constituent service: “[Y]our ALEC
Membership comes with access to technology such as... ALEC CARE, the exclusive CRM
[Constituent Relationship Management] tool for members,” one email, from ALEC’s legislative
outreach coordinator to a GOP member of the Texas Statehouse, said (emphasis in original). “This
program, developed by VoterGravity, typically costs legislators thousands of dollars.” Indeed, the
value of the CARE software and voter database exceed the $100 annual dues charged to ALEC’s
legislative members by many orders of magnitude.*

Upon further examination, however, Legislator realized that ALEC CARE was not like
any other CRM software he had seen before. And while the CARE login page states that the tool
cannot be used for political campaigns,’ many of its features can have no other plausible use. The
software came preloaded with individual-level vofing information, including voter history and
political party ideology; views on “hot button” electoral issues like taxation and gun control;

income and donor status; metrics like “Turnout Score” and Republican National Committee (RNC)

3 See Exhibit 2, E-mail from Hunter Hamberlin to Ben Leman, ALEC Membership Renewal 2020 (Sept. 24, 2020).

4 See Exhibit 3, E-mail from Will Davies to Sine Kerr, Russell Smoldon & T.J. Shope, ALEC State Chair Follow Up
(Jan. 7,2021).

5 See Exhibit 4, Screenshots of training video by American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), What is ALEC
CARE?, YOUTUBE (Sept. 14, 2020), available at htips://www.voutube.com/wateh?v=sbOpHimtmOs, at 1 (referring
to 0:11).
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voter identification numbers;® and numerous other data points exceedingly helpful for a re-election
campaign but largely irrelevant to “constituent service.”” Moreover, Legislator noted that CARE’s
analytical and dashboard tools were also primarily campaign related and not particularly useful for
constituent service, tracking elements like “Identified Supporters,” “Door Knocks,” “Walklist
Stats,” and “Phone Bank Stats.”®

Understanding that as a legislator this sort of political information was subject to strict
regulation, Legislator felt compelled to speak up regarding ALEC’s brazen electioneering. He
informed CMD that legislators are not permitted to access this type of electoral software or voter
data on state-run computers.

Legislator’s information confirmed other intelligence CMD had obtained from ALEC
insider notes, documents, promotional materials, meetings, and correspondence regarding CARE.
These insider materials, discussed in greater detail below, along with additional analysis and

information acquired by CMD, form the basis of this Submission.

A. ALEC’s CARE software donation goes far beyond “sharing research and educational
info.”

ALEC claims to the IRS on its Forms 990 that its mission and most significant activities
are to “Assist State Legislators, Congress & the public by sharing research and educational info.””
This submission demonstrates ALEC’s representation to be undeniably false and fraudulent. CMD

provides detailed evidence that ALEC has belied its stated mission and violated its tax status:

® Voter identification numbers are used by political organizations, such as national political committees, to identify
and track voters, often as part of their voter files. For more information on the contents and purpose of voter files,
see generally Drew Desilver, Q& A: The growing use of “voter files’ in studying the U.S. electorate, PEW RESEARCH
CENTER (Feb. 15, 2018), https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/201 8/02/15/voter-files-study-qa/.

7 See Exhibit 5, Screenshots of ALEC CARE software by Legislator under his own login (redacted), at 1-4, 10-12.

¥ See id. at 7-9.

? See, e.g., American Legislative Exchange Council, Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax (Form 990),
available at https:/projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/ 520140979 (signed Nov, 7, 2119).
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ALEC has been providing services that benefit the political campaigns and fortunes of its
legislative members since at least 2016, when it began testing the CARE software platform.'”

An ALEC internal promotional document from that election year touts CARE as a “game-
changing tool for legislators™ to “gather and store information for targeted, insightful, and
immediate reporting on constituent attitudes and policy positions.”!" It also noted that a full roltout
would follow in 2017, with CARE being “offered to all ALEC member legislators as a member
benefit.” Moreover, ALEC’s partisan assistance is multi-layered. In addition to providing its
legislative members with electioneering software, it has used the CARE platform to contribute in-
kind voter data and information directly to the Republican National Committee. '

ALEC claims that the CARE platform is intended for “constituent management.”" Yet
CMD’s analysis reveals that CARE has, from its inception, been (1) conceived, (2) built, (3)
promoted, and (4) distributed for an entirely different purpose: benefitting the political campaigns
of ALEC’s 2,000-plus legislative members and using their input of private voter information to
augment the RNC’s voter file.

1. The roots of ALEC CARE: software developed from the outset by Ned Rvun and
VoterGravity to facilitate electioneering for conservative Republican candidates.

The proprietary software behind ALEC CARE, called VoterGravity, was designed as a
highly partisan tool from the beginning. It was conceived by Ned Ryun, conservative political
operative, activist, and founder of the “campaign operative training group” American Majority,"*

with the explicit goal of creating a political campaign technology to “outmaneuver the left

10 See Exhibit 6, ALEC promotional flyer, ALEC Constituent Analytics and Research Exchange (CARE} (no date).
0

2 See Section LB, infia 18-19.

13 See Screenshots of ALEC training video, supra note 5, at 1; see generally Hunter Hamberlin e-mail, supra note 3
(“ALEC CARE .. . allows you to keep track of constituent research and engagement”).

4 See Warner T. Huston, CPAC 2015 Digiral Action: Conservatives Have Fallen Behind in Campaign Tech,
BREITBART NEWS NETWORK (Feb. 27, 2015), htips://iwww_breitbart.com/politics/201 5/02/27/cpac-20 1 5-digital-
action-conservatives-have-fatlen-behind-in-campaign-fech,
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philosophically and politically . . . leverag[ing] all of our data technology for the center Right.”!®

The software, rebranded by ALEC as “CARE,” was originally intended to be distributed
in conjunction with American Majority—Ned Ryun’s conservative political operative and activist
training group. Before the VoterGravity company and software took shape in 2012, it was called
just  “Gravity,” developed by a company called Political Gravity (formerly at
www.politicalgravity.com).'® According to an article in The Hill from April 2012, the Ryun
brothers were directly involved in the software’s original development: “[Drew] Ryun is working
with his brother Ned, founder and president of American Majority, an affiliated educational
organization. . . . American Majority Action developed the software in partnership with Political
Gravity, a technology firm.”!” At the time, the software was targeted at empowering Tea Party
activists:

American Majority Action, a rising force among the conservative grass

roots, has made a nearly $1 million investment in technology to put Tea Party

activists on even footing with President Obama’s election campaign. . . . The

leadership at American Majority Action wants conservative candidates to do a

vetter job of reaching independent voiers likely to support them. . . . Its solution is

Gravity, campaign management software that allows field directors to organize
volunteers in real time through smartphones.

“Gravity will rocket conservatives past the high-tech approaches of the
DNC and other progressive political groups,” said Drew Ryun, president of
American Majority Action. “This is the fusion of old-school grassroots tactics
with the state-of-the-art technology. In recent years, conservatives have been out-
gunned by their more liberal counterparts in utilizing technology as a means of
promoting their message and mobilizing voters” (emphasis added).'®

15 See Press Release by Ned Ryun, Voter Gravity Announces Integration with the RNC Database, VOTER GRAVITY
NEWS/BLOG (Aug. 25, 2015), hitps://votergravity.com/integration-with-rnc-database.

16 See Exhibit 7, LinkedIn page of William Hogsett (screen print), available at hitps://www.linkedin.com/in/
williamhogsett (taken July [4, 2021), at 2 (indicating by Hogsett, the former CEO of Political Gravity, that “Political
Gravity [is] Now VoterGravity.com”). See also Alexander Bolton, Conservative group makes $1M high-tech
invesiment to help Tea Party, THE HILL (Apr. 12, 2012), https.//thehill.com/pelicy/technoiogy/221151-
conservative-group-makes- lm-high-tech-investment-to-help-tea-party-groups.

17 See Bolton, supra note 16.

18 Id
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According to The Hill, “Their [the Ryun brothers’] plan [was] to distribute the software for free
to local Tea Party groups, which often have plenty of motivation but little funding.”

In fact, the partnership with American Majority Action was originally thought to be critical
to Gravity’s widespread adoption and success. According to a joint press release between the two
organizations from July 2011, “The American Majority Action partnership adds national
distribution and a training vehicle to get this technology in the hands of the people who can
impact elections” (emphasis added).!”” In order to facilitate Gravity’s dissemination, and echoing
the software’s later evolution into CARE, Political Gravily’s then CEO William Hogsett noted
that, “We have also built a version of our toolbox that is available at no cost to conservative
grassroots groups” (emphasis added).?°

This partnership for development and distribution eventually precipitated a wholesale
change in ownership. In December 2012, just after the 2012 elections, Hogsett sold Political
Gravity to Ned Ryun, who re-branded the company to VoterGravity as its new “Founder and
CEO.”?! From this point on, VoterGravity has described itself as “the first integrated database
platform on the center-right”; a “Voter Canvassing [tool] for Republican Operatives”; and,
following a 2014 state senate race in Indiana, an indispensable program for unseating incumbent

Democrats in “large, or small, size campaigns.”?>?

1 See Press Release by Political Gravity and American Majority Action, Political Gravity and American Majority
Action Form Powerful Partnership to Effect Political Change (July 26, 2011), republished on Scribd by

TEA Party Rockwall at hittps://www.scribd. com/document/6103 166 1/American-Maiority-and-Political-Gravity-
Partnershin-Announcement, at 1.

20 [d

2! See Exhibit 8, LinkedIn page of Ned Ryun (screen print), avaitable at https://www.linkedin.comy/in/nedryun (taken
July 14, 2021), at 1 (indicating that Ryun started as “Founder and CEO” of Voter Gravity in November 2012, with
no mention of Political Gravity); see also William Hogsett LinkedIn, supra note 16, at 2 (indicating that “Political
Gravity (Now VoterGravity.com)” was sold on December 21, 2012).

22 See Exhibit 9, Screenshots of Voter Gravity website, available generally at https:/votergravity.com (taken July
14,2021}, at 1-3.
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After founding the new corporation, Ryun quickly began making good on VoterGravity’s
grand ambitions. Within a few years, he closed a $2 million round in new capital funding,?* added
to its board senior Republican leader Matt Schiapp,?* and launched a “2.0” version of its software
for a “bigger, faster, and more targeted voter contact effort.”?

In 2015, Ryun hosted several sessions at the Conservative Political Action Conference
(CPAC), an annual meeting of officials, activists, legislators, and political operatives.?® Among
Ryun’s presentations was a session entitled “Back to the Future: Catching up on Political
Technology,” for attendees of the conference’s “Operatives in Training—Candidate, Campaign
Manager & Campaign Operative Track.”?’ According to a subsequent profile in Breitbart News
Network, Ryun warned during this session that “the center right is woefully behind the curve in
campaign technology, and if things don’t change, it will seriously hamper the electoral future of
conservatives and Republicans both.”?® Ryun then proceeded to introduce VoterGravity as his
“new campaign data system,” which Breitbart noted at the time was “devised with the backing of
the Koch biothers.”

But Ryun’s biggest win, by far, was securing a colossal distributional partner in ALEC.

Previously, Gravity’s top institutional clients had been American Majority Action,

FreedomWorks, the Republican Governor’s Association, and the (now-defunct) Scott Walker

2 See Byron Tau, GOP data firm adds big name, POLITICO (Dec. 4, 2013),

hitps://www politico.com/story/2013/12/voter-gravity-matt-schlapp- 100644 (“A new Republican technology firm
has raised $2 million in new capital and is adding a veteran political hand to its board™).

2 See id. Politico describes Schlapp as “the former White House political direcior under President George W,
Bush[.}. . . Schlapp was previously involved in fundraising for the Republican National Committee’s abandoned
Data Trust project — which sought to outsource the committee’s voter file to a private company . . . [and]
previously worked as vice president of federal affairs at Koch Industries.”

2 See Allen Fuller, Vofer Gravity 2.0 arms campaigns with the power to turn dafa info votes, VOTER GRAVITY
NEWS/BLOG (June 206, 2013), hitps://votergravity.com/voter-gravity-2-G-arms-campaigns-with-the-power-to-turn-
data-info-votes.

% See Exhibit 10, Agenda, CPAC “Pre-Game”: Operatives in Training—Candidate, Campaign Manager &
Campaign Operative Track (Feb. 27, 2015).

7 See id.; see also Huston, supra note 14.

8 Huston, supra note 14,
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Defense Fund;? ALEC, meanwhile, boasted higher annual revenues than these organizations
combined.*® Sometime around his noted 2015 CPAC “Operatives in Training” presentation, Ryun
struck an agreement with ALEC to distribute VoterGravity’s voter management software across
its entire 2,000-plus member Republican legislator base, and ALEC CARE was born.

That same year, VoterGravity announced another major win for the company: direct data
integration into the Republican National Committee voter database. “We’re excited about these
API integrations [connecting two otherwise separate databases via software],” Ryun said in a press
release, which “will allow any candidate . . . to put data back in real time into the RNC.”! API is
the acronym for Application Programming Interface, which is a software intermediary that allows
two applications to talk to each other. Ryun’s head of operations Chris Littleton added candidly,
“We believe that this is going to help more Republican candidates win in 2016.”

Throughout this period, Ryun continued to pursue a grand vision and aspirations for
VoterGravity as a “campaign technology” company. “Our ultimate goal,” Ryun explained, “is to
outmaneuver the left philosophically and politically. And the best way to accomplish this is to
fully leverage all of our data technology for the center Right, while always keeping true to our
strongly held beliefs.””*? At the time of its integration with the RNC, VoterGravity already offered

an impressive suite of political campaign tools, including mobile deployment, phone systems,

2 These were the clients featured on ex-CEO Hogsett’s LinkedIn page. See William Hogsett LinkedIn, supra note
16, at 2 (“Gravity clients include(d) Ted Cruz, American Majority Action, FreedomWorks, Republican Governors
Association, Scott Walker Defense Fund and a multitude of Federal, State and local political candidates™).

3 See generally Total Revenue (line 12), Returnfs] of Organization{s] Exempt from Income Tax (Form[s] 990},
available at htips://projects propublica.org/monprofits/organizations/320140979 (pertaining to tax years 2015-18).
31 See Ryun press release, supra note 15.

32 Id
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touchstone surveys, Esri-based mapping, and walk-list cutting**—with more features promised.**

Today, the software’s additional features include voter-level information preloaded
directly from the RNC voter file;* donor, voter, and volunteer management functionality; door
knocking and mobile canvassing tools; and a “Campaign Intelligence Dashboard” to “Track and
36

manage your campaign.

2. Despite efforts to conceal the connection, ALEC simply rebranded the VoterGravity
software as CARFE for its own dissemination and use.

ALEC credits the CARE software as being “developed by VoterGravity,™” but the true
relationship between CARE and VoterGravity is actually more simple: ALEC CARE is
VoterGravity, simply re-branded or “white labeled” as a separate (ostensibly non-electoral)
product.

According to the “About Us” page of an archived, now-defunct version of VoterGravity’s
website from 2017, “Gravity CRM and ALEC CARE” are jointly a “Solution for ALEC
Members”; the two are listed side-by-side as being the same tool, “[o]ffered as an ALEC
membership benefit.”*® On Gravity CRM’s erstwhile homepage, meanwhile, the “Sign-Up” and

“About Us” buttons under “ALEC CARE” and “Gravity CRM” contain the exact same links**—

%3 Esri is a widely used supplier of geographic information system (GIS) software for location-based analysis. See
generally Esri, hitps:/www.esri.com/en-us/home. A walk list is a (sometimes computer generated) sequence of
potential voters to door-to-door in an efficient manner as part of political campaign efforts. See, e.g., Dan Gookin,
How to Creafe Voter Lists for Your Political Campaign, DUMMIES: A WILEY BRAND,

hitps//www. dummies.com/education/politics-government/how-to-create-voter-lists-for-your-political-campaign
(fast visited July 19, 2021),

* See Exhibit 11, Voter Gravity promotional document, We Turn Data into Votes—We Engineer Victory:
VoterGravity Features (no date) [hereinafter “VoterGravity Features PDF”].

¥ See supra note 24,

36 See VoterGravity Features PDF, supra note 34.

37 See, e.g., Hunter Hamberlin e-mail, supra note 3

{*“This program {CARE], developed by VoterGravity, typically costs legislators thousands of dollars™).

38 See Exhibit 12, Archived versions and screenshots of Gravity CRM website, Gravity CRM und ALEC CARE
{archived Sept. 11, 2017), at 1. Today, VoterGravity's website is available at hitps:/votergravity.com, while
versions of its former website, www.gravitverm,org, are still available for various dates at htips://web.archive.orz.
See, e.g., hitp://web.archive.org/web/201 7091 1121057/htin://www gravitverm.org/about-us (archiving Gravity
CRM’s “About Us” page on Sept. 11, 2017).

3 Id at 3-5 {archived July 14, 2017).
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with the Sign-Up button leading to a description of how CARE is an ALEC benefit “powered by
Gravity CRM.*

Apparently realizing its tax law exposure, ALEC tried to erase these connections with
VoterGravity. Sometime between 2017 and 2020, archived versions of Gravity CRM’s website
cease to function, indicating that the above cited content was removed.*! On ALEC’s own website,
however, there are still traces of the former branding. One page describes an “ALEC CARE
Training,” urging “ALEC Legislators [to] . .. Come see how ALEC CARE can benefit you.”"

Underneath that description is a link to “sign up today at www.gravityerm.org.”

Meanwhile, in 2018, the VoterGravity Client Relations Specialist responsible for servicing
ALEC left VoterGravity to join ALEC direetly. Aaron Gillham, previously the “Campaign Hacks™
author for VoterGravity’s blog,* started at ALEC as a “C.A.R.E. Associate” in March 2018
according to that month’s ALEC State Chair Call Minutes.** Gillham’s LinkedIn page describes
his role at ALEC as “Spearheading the full implementation of the [CARE] platform as a member
benefit within ALEC,” among others tasks, and his job at VoterGravity as “providing the
onboarding for all new clients” and “turn[ing] data into votes” at “the premier platform for Center-
245

Right, voter contact tools.

3. The features of ALEC CARE are largely irrelevant to “constituent management” buf
highly effective as electioneering tools.

W 14 at 6 (archived June 4, 2017).

41 The websites and web archives display, as is still the case today with “gravitycrm.org,” pages which are active
(that is, the domain can be accessed) but which show a permanent “loading” screen. /d. at 7 (taken July 13, 2021);
see also Later archived versions at https://web.archive.org, supra note 38.

42 Soe Exhibit 13, Screenshot of ALEC website, ALEC CARE Training, available at hitps://www alec.org/meeting-
session/alec-care-training (advertising an event on May 4, 2017).

B See, e.g., Aaron Giltham, Campaign Hack: Creating a Better Target Audience, VOTER GRAVITY BLOG (Jan. 6,
2016), https://votergravity com/campaign-hack-target-audience.

M See Exhibit 14, Email from Wes Fisher to Wes Fisher, March ALEC State Chair Call Minutes (Apr. 2, 2018), at 1
(Infroducing Gillham as “the newest staff member leading the charge on ALEC CARE . . . working in every state™).
#5 See Exhibit 13, LinkedIn page of Aaron G. (screen print), available at https:/www. linkedin.com/in/aarongilihan
(taken July 14, 2021), at 2-3.
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As discussed above, the Republican-leaning, campaign-focused nature of ALEC CARE
has been sanitized and is no longer prominently advertised: there is little mention of ALEC on
VoterGravity’s current website, nor much the other way. Indeed, ALEC is careful to brand CARE
today as a “Constituent Relationship Management (CRM)” tool, as opposed to a political campaign
platform.'® But the partisan and political nature of CARE is still manifest in the software’s
interface, features, functionality, and design.

As discussed above, the graphical user interface of ALEC CARE is exactly the same as
that of VoterGravity, besides the “VoterGravity” banner topping the web page.*” Comparing in-
depth screenshots of Legislator’s CARE account to VoterGravity’s public website and promotional
materials, CMD notes that the boxes, dials, buttons, and visual elements are identical between the
two—including the red-and-white color scheme.*® (ALEC’s typical colors resemble a cobalt
blue,*® but this aspect of the software was apparently not re-branded.) On VoterGravity’s website,
next to “technology will completely change politics over the next few elections” and “[w]e place
powerful daia . . . inio ihe hands of political campaigns . . . on the center-right,” are images of
“Support Goal” (check mark), “Surveys Goal” (doc icon); “Doors Knocked Goal” (house icon);
and “Phones Called Goal” (handset icon).’® These same Goals and icons are also featured in
ALEC’s “What is ALEC CARE” introductory video posted to its YouTube channel.’!

But CARE’s purpose as a political campaign software goes beyond its associations with

16 See, e.g., Exhibit 16, Agenda of 45™ ALEC Annual Meeting, Louisiana: Welcome to the ALEC Annual Meeting
{Aug. 8, 2018), at 3-7 (““As one of the benefits of your ALEC membership, ALEC CARE is an internet-based, one-
stop shop for Constituent Relationship Management (CRM) for lawmakers”) {hereinafter “ALEC annual meeting
agenda”]; Hunter Hamberlin email, supra note 3.

*7 CARE is an internet-based tool that does not require downloading or installing a separate application. See id.

*8 Compare Screenshots of ALEC CARE, supra note 7, at 7, with Screenshots of Voter Gravity website, supra note
22, at 1.

49 See, e.g., Screenshot of ALEC website, supra note 7.

%0 See Screenshots of Voter Gravity website, supra note 22, at 1.

3 Compare Screenshots of ALEC CARE, supra note 7, at 1-4, 7 & 10-12, with Screenshots of ALEC training video,
supra note 5, at 2-4 (referring to 0:35, 0:38, & 0:40).
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VoterGravity—the very metrics and data fields CARE is built to track suggest a partisan and

political use. Screenshots of CARE provided by Legislator show various examples of individual-

level “Voter Profiles.” Another ALEC legislator who attended a live CARE training session

reported that according to the trainer, these “voter information and history” pages for a given

legislator’s constituents are pre-populated directly from the RNC’s voter file, confirming claims

made by VoterGravity.>® Not surprisingly, many of the fields are thus highly electoral and partisan

in nature, including:

Political Ideology and Party Status with a partisan slant, including “Inferred
Republican” and “Tea Party Supporter”

Income and Donor Status
“Election Details” (voting history), by election, down to primary vs. general elections

Interest in partisan conservative issues, including “Tax Issues,” “Second Amendment
Supporter,” etc.

Turnout Score, Aristotle ID, and RNC ID

Other election-related parameters, such as “Persuadable Voter”

ALEC CARE also allows for filtering of constituents by RNC ID and Aristotle ID,*

although the software does not provide any equivalent filtering functionality for Democratic or

third-party attributes as far as Legislator and CMD can tell. In fact, while CARE even contains

built-in API integrations for RNC Access (with an “Access Token™) and Anedot’®—the noted

favorite electronic donation platform of Never-Trump Republicans like the Lincoln Project’’—

32 See Screenshots of ALEC CARE, supranote 7, at 1-4 & 10-12.

33 See, e.g., Ryun press release, supra note 15.

*4 See Screenshots of ALEC CARE, supra note 7, at 1-4 & 10-12.

* See id at 5.

6 See id. at 6.

57 See, e.g., Michael Graham, In Fundraising Fight, Anti-Trump Republicans Embrace Anedot Software, INSIDE
SOURCES (May 29, 2020), hitps:/insidesoyrces.cam/in-fundraising-fight-anti-trump-republicans-embrace-anedot-

software.
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there are no known integrations to any Democratic or third-party platforms or software as of this
submission.

Despite ALEC’s re-branding of CARE as a constituent relationship platform, its purpose
and provenance are clear. CARE started as, and still is, VoterGravity: a conservative-focused
campaign management software package founded and funded by highly partisan Republican
operatives and allies. As VoterGravity asks on its “Ready to win?” demo page, “Are you a member
of the American Legislative Exchange Council?”® The implication being apparent that, if you are
an ALEC member, you presumably already have access to their product—a product designed to
help you win your election.

4. ALEC promotes the CARE software as a ' fimdamental game changer” for Republican
campaigns, not as d constituent manasement tool.

Not only are the features of CARE plainly tailored to electioneering, but such a purpose is
also how ALEC touts the software, at least in unguarded moments and private venues. According
to notes obtained by CMD from an anonymous source, ALEC’s leaders were uncharacteristically
blunt about their partisan objectives for rolling out CARE during an ALEC internal meeting in
2016. At that meeting, ALEC CEO Lisa Nelson declared (in reference to constituent analytics),
“[W]hen you get into a campaign, you can take it one step further,” and CMO Bill Meierling called
CARE a “fundamental game changer.” Later, the ALEC executives laid out a tantalizing and
highly partisan vision for the program:

[A] federal Senate campaign doing statewide polling only needs 600 to 700
respondents . . . imagine if we could do that for all ALEC members in every
state, and imagine if you were at the vanguard of that. ALEC serves as the
backbone . .. Each member provided with a tool, in this case Gravity CRM,
from VoterGravity . . . Having fundraisers . . . and using Gravity to
integrate . . . 6 tools integrated into a back end . . . Analyze with ALEC staff

assistance . . . Individual and small group meetings with Voter Gravity
team, as a member benefit . . . Hope to routinize as a major ALEC function

3% See Screenshots of Voter Gravity website, supra note 22, at 4.
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. .. Part of a long-term transition of ALEC; not only 2 model policy
creating org, but “trusted convenor” (emphasis added).”

ALEC’s pivot from legislative idea exchange, as claimed on its Form 990, to “trusted convenor”
for partisan political gain, violates its status as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

Since CARE’s rollout in 2017, ALEC has provided multiple training sessions for the
“member benefit” at each of its annual meetings.®’ Although the CARE login page forbids use for
“campaign related purpose[s]”®! and CARE’s promotion has reframed its electoral and campaign
clements as “constituent management,”? this is mere window dressing belied by the facts.

In addition to the previously described links to VoterGravity, CARE’s dissemination has
also featured more direct references to electioneering. For example, in the introductory video on
ALEC’s YouTube page from September 2020, the narrator introduces the CARE platform while
Aaron Gillham’s email address appears; soon, viewers are told about features such as text
messaging, touchtone polling, and “geomapped walklists,” while elements like “Voter Data,”
“Door Knocks,” and “Turnout Score,” scroll by.%* Yet a legislator doing constituent service would
hardly need information like voting history or turnout score, which are core electoral elements,

ALEC even displays in its CARE training video a “Strikelists” feature, designed to mark
people who have voted; this, as Ned Ryun himself explained on a VoterGravity blog post, is for
“Maximizing GOTV [Get Out the Vote]|” of the user’s supporters:

In order to make sure your identified supporters vote, you can use
our Voter Gravity Mobile Strike List feature to mark down people who
have voted. Do this on your phone at every polling location on election day,

instantly sending the information to your campaign. This enables the
campaign to contact any supporters which haven’t yet voted and track strike

9 See Exhibit |7, Notes from a 2016 ALEC internal meeting about CARE provided to CMD by an anonymous
source.

% See, e.g., ALEC annual meeting agenda, supra note 46.

61 See Screenshots of ALEC training video, supra note 5, at 1.

62 See id.

&3 See Screenshots of ALEC training video, stupra note 5, at 2-4,
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list progress as it happens.

How do you do this? Simply create a target list of voters, assign the
targeted voters to volunteers by precinct and make sure they select who has
voted on their Voter Gravity app as lists of voters become available at each
polling location.

As your campaign strikes voters off the list of those who should be
voting, add those who still need to vote to phone and contact lists and give
them friendly reminders.

Don’t waste your hard work. Give your campaign the best
chance to make sure every identified supporter and target voter makes
it to the polls. (emphasis added)®*

If ALEC were genuinely aiming to ensure that CARE would not be used for “any campaign related
purpose,” then there would be no reason for distinctly election-minded features like Turnout Score
and “Strikelists” to be promoted through the platform.%

3. A 33,000 campaien contribution, from ALEC to its member candidates.

ALEC’s provision of the CARE software suite free of charge to its legislative members
cements its violation of the political campaign prohibition, and its approach to distributing CARE
to its overwhelmingly Republican members is as brazenly partisan as the software’s design.

ALEC openly touts to its members that CARE is a highly valuable benefit provided free of
charge. In internal emails obtained by CMD, ALEC’s Member Engagement Manager Will Davies
and Legislative Outreach Coordinator Hunter Hamberlin share the following three facts:

e ALEC CARE is developed by VoterGravity®

o The CARE “software would cost $3,000 if bought by a member”®’

6 See Ned Ryun, Maximizing GOTV, VOTER GRAVITY BLOG (Oct. 29, 2014), hitps:/votergravity.com/maximizing-
gotv.

5 While non-partisan Get-Out-the-Vote activity can lawfully be provided by a 501(c)(3) organization, ALEC’s
CARE tool is provided exclusively to ALEC’s legislative members, who are overwhelmingly (perhaps exclusively)
Republican and/or politically conservative, and the specific features of the software are clearly designed with
partisan goals in mind. This partisan bias makes the behavior a prohibited political campaign intervention.

% See Hunter Hamberlin e-mail, supra note 3,

87 See Will Davies e-mail, supra note 4.
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e It is provided completely free of charge to its legislative members, who pay just $100
per year to renew their membership in ALEC®

ALEC’s internal valuation of the CARE software package tracks the software subscription
price advertised by VoterGravity. The company’s promotion sheet, boasting the bold title “We
Turn Data into Votes— We Engineer Victory,” contains a pricelist based on the number of voters
in the subscriber’s electoral district.®” For most state legislative districts, the price is $99 per month,
which works out to $2,376 for a two-year election cycle. VoterGravity subscriptions for larger
state House races are $240 per month, and $558 per month for larger state Senate races. That means
for some ALEC members, the true market vatue of CARE may be up to $13,392 per election cycle.
The pricelist tops out at $5,000 per month for statewide candidates with above 10 million voters.

Using ALEC’s own $3,000 valuation—and given that ALEC boasts more than 2,000
legislative members—the value of ALEC’s illegal in-kind campaign contributions is
approximately $6 million annually.

Despite ALEC’s careful packaging, the free CARE tool constitutes a naked in-kind
campaign contribution, designed specifically to advance partisan Republican interests and
provided almost exclusively to Republican legislators. It also represents the audacious go-to-
market of Ned Ryun’s conservative data operation, first lauded at the 2015 CPAC conference.”

And it functions, fundamentally, as a software for political campaign intervention by candidates

for office—something no amount of “constituent management” verbiage can mask.

B. ALEC also uses the CARE software to make in-kind contributions to the Republican
National Committee.

68 Id
¢ See VoterGravity Features PDF, supra note 34, at 3.
" See Huston, supra note 14.
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VoterGravity is, and was always intended to be,”! a for-profit enterprise—yet it’s unclear
how or whether the company is being compensated by ALEC for the distribution, maintenance,
and support of its product. What VoterGravity does gain from the partnership, though, is voter
data. Ryun’s company—and by extension the RNC—-not only provides the voter file information
that feeds CARE’s voter profiles,’”? but it also receives the data that is fed into CARE by its
legislator users. Consider the aforementioned CARE training video on ALEC’s YouTube channel.
In a testimonial for CARE, state Rep. Timothy Barr (R-GA) noted that, “There was a lady who
needed some help, and I was able to make some notes right there while we were talking, get her
information, populate the fields, and it—it’s amazing.””

What Rep. Barr fails to mention is that the personal constituent data he is entering into
CARE is feeding real-time back into the RNC’s voter file. Recall Ned Ryun’s press release from
August 2015 announcing VoterGravity’s integration with the RNC database, in which he expresses
excitement about “the[] API integrations. . . [which] will allow any candidate or state party who
ciioses io use Yoier Graviiy on ihe froni end to pui daia back in reai time into the RNC”
(emphasis added).”

As noted above, VoterGravity’s board member Matt Schlapp formerly worked on the
RNC’s project “to outsource the [Clommittee’s voter file to a private company.”” That project,
called Data Trust, may have been abandoned, but the RNC’s desire for a live-updating voter file

apparently has not. While ALEC may claim that CARE is somehow distinct from VoterGravity’s

two-way linkage with the RNC, Legislator’s screenshots show that CARE contains the same “RNC

71 See Bolton, supra note 16 (“The effort has been funded by investors but the founders stress it is a for-profit
venture. They hope to recoup the costs of software development by selling Gravity to larger advocacy
organizations”).

72 See supra note 52.

7 See Screenshots of ALEC training video, supra note 5, at 5 (referring to 0:26).

™ See supra note 15.

75 See Tau, supra note 23.
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Integration” feature—which users access by entering an “RNC Access Token”—as featured in the
paid VoterGravity suite,”®

In fact, this two-way production of voter data is not a bug but rather a sought-after feature
of VoterGravity, which was conceived from the start to prevent campaign “data loss.” As The Hill
reports:

The drawback to [the] old-school hard-copy model, according to Drew Ryun, is

that campaigns lose data. The Gravity program is designed to better capture voter

data that gets lost. . . . [T]he stacks of hard-copy data [volunteers] return to

headquarters do not get entered properly into campaign databases. American

Majority Action hopes conservative candidates can avoid this data loss by using

the Gravity smartphone technology, which immediately updates voter profiles
with the answers to survey questions” (emphasts added).”’

The big win for Ned Ryun was elevating his data-sharing operation from the individual
campaign-level, to the national party-level, through his much-touted RNC integration—
but for ALEC, a tax-exempt nonprofit, to participate in Ryun’s enterprise via CARE
represents yet another instance of prohibited partisan electoral activity.

ALEC’s real-time delivery of voter data to the RNC constitutes an independent violation
of the § 501(c)(3) prohibition on political campaign intervention. For VoterGravity, the data
inputted by ALEC’s legislative members may serve as an attractive reason to “give away” its
valuable software suite for free, But for ALEC, not only does the production of data for voter
management purposes during ostensible “constituent service” interactions raise privacy and ethics
concerns, mote importantly, the sharing of this data with the RNC amounts to an unlawful in-kind

campaign contribution, independent of ALEC’s provision of CARE to its members,

™ See Screenshots of ALEC CARE, supra note 7, at 6.
77 See Bolton, supra note 16.
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II. Law

The Internal Revenue Code § 501(c)(3) absolutely forbids the participation of tax-exempt,
tax-deductible organizations in any partisan political campaign activities. The relevant provisions
of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 501, include the following: Section 501(a) provides that
certain organizations are exempt from federal income taxation, § 501(b)} specifies that these
organizations are still subject to taxation to the extent of their “unrelated business income and
certain other activities,” and § 501(c) details a “list of exempt organizations,” including, in
§ 501(c)(3):

Corporations, and any community chest, fund, or foundation, organized and

operated exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, testing for public safety,

literary, or educational purposes, or to foster national or international amateur

sports competition . . . , or for the prevention of cruelty to children or animals, no

part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or

individual, no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda,

or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation . . . , and which does not participate

in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of statements), any
political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.

Scholars have noted that this provision amounts to a test, applied by the Internal Revenue
Service, with five parts: (i) the organizational test; (ii) the operational test; (iii) the prohibition on
private inurement; (iv) the limitation on lobbying activity; and (v} the prohibition on political
campaign intervention.”® ALEC’s in-kind contributions of the CARE software and associated voter
data violate this test for two independent reasons.

The (v) prohibition on political campaign intervention is a specific prohibition on any
partisan political campaign activities by 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations. It forbids “directly or

indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition

™ Terri L. Helge, Rejecting Charity: Why the IRS Denies Tax Exemption to 501(C)(3) Applicants, 14 PITT. TAX REV.
I, 3-4 (2016).
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to) any candidate for elective public office.”” This includes funding, contributions, support, oral
or written statements of position made on behalf of the organization, etc.—all of which violate the
prohibition and destroy the organization’s exempt status.®® As numerous scholars have pointed
out, the (v) prohibition on political campaign intervention is an absolute standard, wherein “even
a de minimis amount of involvement in political campaign activities by [501(c)(3)] charities” will
lead to their being re-classified as 501(c)(4) “action organization[s].”%!

Under this unequivocal bar, it is forbidden for a 501(c)(3) organization to make “cash [] or
‘in kind’ contributions of services or use of facilities to particular candidates or political parties.”%?
Any contribution of this sort is absolutely prohibited by the Code and Treasury Regulations, as
they violate the prohibition on political campaign intervention.

Critically, this prohibition bars contribution of services to facilitate political campaigns

even if such services are provided on a non-partisan basis. The only question is whether the

contribution constitutes electioneering on a candidate’s behalf. A 501(c)(3) organization cannot

" See IRS, The Restriction of Political Campaign Infervention by Section 501 (c)(3) Tax-Exempt Organizations,
hitps://www irs,sov/charities-non-profits/charitable-oreanizations/the-restriction-of-political-campaign-intervention-
by-section-501¢3-tax-exempt-organizations (last updated July 1, 2021). This is the Service’s main landing page on
the political campaign prohibition, cited as authority in Citizens Union of City of N.Y. v. AG of N.Y., 408 F, Supp. 3d
478, 483 nn. 4-5 (S.D.N.Y. 2019). See also, IRS, Political Campaign Intervention by 501(c)(3) Tax Exempt
Organizations - Educating Exempt Organizations, https://'www irs.cov/charities-non-profits/charitabie-
organizations/poliical-campalen-intervention-by-501¢3-tax-exempt-organizations-educaling-exempi-organizations
(last updated June 26, 2021) (Compiling “an array of educational tools” from the Service for section 501(c){(3)
organizations to “educate| them] about the ban and put{] them on notice of the enforcement program,” including
Published Guidance, News Release & Fact Sheets, training materials, FAQs, and other resources).

80 See Rev. Rul. 2007-41,2007-1 C.B. 1421 {June [8, 2007).

81 Helge, supra note 78, at 16-17 (citing LR.C. § 501 (c)(3); Treas. Reg. § 1.501 (c)(3)-1 (c)(3)(iv) (2014) & Treas.
Reg. § 1.501(c)(3)- I(c)(3)(iii) (2014)) (internal citations omitted). See also, e.g., John P. Persons, John J. Osborn, Jr.
& Charles F. Feldman, Criteria for Exemption under Section 501(c){3), 4 RESEARCH PAPERS IN WASH. DEPT. OF
TrEAS. 1909, 1931 (1977} (“As the Exempt Organizations Handbook states, the first point to be noted is that this is
an absolute prohibition”) (internal quotations omitted); . Patrick Whaley, Political Activities of Section 501(c)(3)
Organizations, 29 MAJOR TAX PLAN. 195, 209 (1977) (“[1]t would seem that any participation in a campaign for or
against a candidate for public office is absolutely prohibited. This is certainly the position of the Service.”) (citing
Reg. § 1.501(c)(3)-1(b)(3) & (c)(3)(iii); Rev. Rul. 67-71, 1967-1 C.B. 125); David A. Wimmer, Curtailing the
Political Influence of Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Machines, |1 VA. TAXREV. 605, 620 (1992) (“This is an
absolute prohibition, one without the substantiality exception. . . .”) (citing .R.C. § 501(h}(2}(A)).

82 See Helge, supra note 78, at 17,
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avoid the prohibition by making in-kind electioneering contributions to candidates of both parties.
Unlike, say, voter education or turnout efforts, campaign contributions are equally impermissible
even if given to both Republicans and Democrats.

Here, it is beyond dispute that the very purpose of the CARE software is to facilitate
campaigning. This purpose is confirmed by explicit statements made by its creators and users, by
the fact that its features and tools make sense only if used for electioneering, and by the express
rationale for the tool’s creation in the first instance. Without more, such in-kind contributions
violate ALEC’s 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.

Alternatively, while ALEC’s persistent partisan bias is not necessary to finding that ALEC
has violated the law, such partisan bias provides an independent basis for holding ALEC’s in-kind
contributions to be unlawful. For a tax-exempt, tax-deductible organization, even when a given
activity or contribution would otherwise be permissible, if that activity or contribution is conducted
in a biased manner ot has a partisan effect, then the activity or contribution will still be deemed
unlawful. In other words, an act or contribution by a nonprofit organization necessarily constitutes
unlawful political campaign intervention when that act or contribution demonstrates partisan bias
for a candidate or candidates for public office.

This partisan bias rule has been the subject of increasing guidance and enforcement by the
Service over time:

In 2004, the IRS initiated a process, although still informal, to address in real time

allegations of partisanship by 501(c)(3) organizations during the time period around

national elections, through targeted examinations, rather than just through the
process of auditing returns . . . now known as the Political Activity Compliance

Initiative . . . . Also after a long hiatus, the IRS has issued precedential “revenue
rulings” in recent years addressing the contours of what constitutes partisan election
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intervention. More may be forthcoming 3*

The rule was most recently detailed in a 2007 IRS Revenue Ruling entitled “Exempt organizations;
political campaigns.”® The Ruling states that whether political campaign intervention has
occurred turns primarily on whether an action or activity “shows a bias or preference . . . with
respect to the views of a particular candidate . . . [or] for or against a particular candidate.” In order
to evaluate the existence of bias (and therefore unlawful campaign intervention), the Rule further
states that such a determination “depends upon all of the facts and circumstances of each case.” It
gives note of the specific “facts and circumstances” which prove dispositive in twenty-one
potentially ambiguous hypothetical fact patterns. Scholars conclude, based on this Ruling and
others, that “the Service approaches these issues on a case-by-case basis under a highly factual
1.5585

inquiry and looks to see if the organization is supporting a candidate or remaining neutra

In terms of the relevant “facts and circumstances,” the 2007 Ruling explains that bias or

) 46 33 CC 3% <C

preference can be reflected in “content,” “structure,” “timing,” “distribution,” “procedure,” or any

other such dimensions of a given act or contribution.®® It can even be implicated in “coded”

language, “such as ‘conservative,” ‘liberal,” ‘pro-life,” ‘pro-choice,” ‘anti-choice’. . . etc.” which,

8 Rosemary E. Fei, Laurence E. Gold & David A. Levitt, The Rules of the Game: A Guide to Election-Related
Activities for 301(c)(3) Organizations, ALLIANCE FOR JUSTICE ADVOCACY RESOURCE (2d. ed. 2010}, at 9. Several
publications by the Alliance for Justice are cited with favor in Citizens Union, supra note 79, e.g.,nn. 2, 6, & 8.

8 Rev. Rul. 2007-41, supra note 80, at 1421. This official Revenue Ruling, published in the Internal Revenue
Bulletin on June 18, 2007, first began as a “Fact Sheet” release from the IRS Media Relations Office in February
2006. IRS, Election Year Activities and the Prohibition on Pofitical Campaign Intervention for Section 501(c)(3)
Organizations, FS-2006-17 (Feb. 2006), hitps://www.its.gcov/pub/irs-news/fs-06-17.pdf. In the release’s
introduction, the IRS explained its goal of “provid[ing] information to help section 501{c)(3) organizations stay in
compliance with the federal tax law,” since “[m]any of the types of political intervention activities addressed in the
fact sheet were those that camne under scrutiny during the 2004 election cycle.” At the same time, the IRS also
stepped up its enforcement of the political activity restriction: “With the 2006 campaign season approaching, the
IRS is launching enhanced education and enforcement efforts, based on the findings and analysis of the 2004
election cycle. The IRS is providing this fact sheet to help ensure that charities have enough advance notice of the
types of problems that have occurred, the legal strictures against engaging in political activities and how to avoid
these problems.”

85 C. Joseph Boatwright, Should the 501(c)(3) Political Prohibition Be Revoked, 6 INU’LJ. CivSoC’Y L. 7, 14
(2008) (citing Rev. Rul. 80-282, 1980-2 C.B. 178 (1980)).

8 Rev. Rul. 2007-4 1, supra note 80, at 1421-22.
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when referencing a candidate or election, can constitute a violation.” The issue, according to
commentators, is one of intent: the Service’s factual inquiry seeks to determine whether the
organization intended to bias or favor a specific candidate or slate of candidates. If it did, then the
non-profit has violated its tax-exempt status.3

When the specific campaign intervention at issue is a cash or in-kind contribution, the
relevant “facts and circumstances” typically include: the nature of the item contributed, the parties
to whom it was provided, and what level of fees (if any) was charged, among others. As explained
in the 2007 Ruling,

In the context of a business activity of the organization . . . some of the factors to

be considered in determining whether the organization has engaged in political

campaign intervention include the following:

*»  Whether the good, service or facility is available to candidates in the same
election on an equal basis,

o  Whether the good, service, or facility is available only to candidates and not
to the general public,

Whether the fees charged to candidates are at the organization’s customary
and usual rates, and

e  Whether the activity is an ongoing activity of the organization or whether it
is conducted only for a particular candidate.®

Each of these factors is independently sufficient to constitute bias or preference: If the contribution
was offered to one candidate but not another candidate or the general public, if the prices charged
to one candidate were different from those charged to another candidate or the general public, or

if the contribution otherwise reflected inconsistent availability or treatment for a given candidate

87 See Boatwright, supra note 85, at 14 (citing Judith E. Kindell & John Francis Reilly, Election Year Issues, IRS
2002 EO CPE TEXT, 345 {2002}),

88 jd. at 14-15.

8 Rev. Rul. 2007-41, supra note 80, at 1425, See also Cong. Research Serv., Tax-fxempt Organizations: Political
Activity Restrictions and Disclosure Requirements, RL33377 (Sept. 24, 2010), at 10 (*According to the IRS, factors
that tend to indicate the activity is not biased towards any candidate or party include . . .”) (citing Rev. Rul. 2007-41,
supra note 80; Kindell & Reilly, supra note 87, at 383-84),
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or set of candidates, then a prohibited campaign activity has occurred.

Here, ALEC’s in-kind contributions violate each of the four factors set forth in the 2007
Revenue Ruling. The CARE tool is not available to all candidates “on an equal basis”; the tool is
not available “to the general public”; the tool is provided free of charge and worth many times the
dues paid by ALEC’s legislative members; and the tool is available only to “particular candidates,”
i.e., conservatives and Republicans who are members of ALEC. This bias provides an independent
basis upon which to find ALEC in violation of its tax-exempt status.

In 1983, the Supreme Court held in Regan v. Taxation Without Represeniation of Wash.,
461 U.S. 540, 544 (1983) that the classifications of various tax-exempt and tax-deductible
organizations, such as 501(c¢)(3) nonprofit organizations and 501(c)(4) action organizations,
reflected Congress’s desire to subsidize some nonprofit activities more than others, and that the
proscriptions placed upon 501(c)(3) organizations’ political activities were to prevent “public
funds [from] be[ing] spent on an activity Congress chose not to subsidize.” This belief that tax-
exempt, tax-deductible organizations should refrain from certain political activities—so as not to
misuse taxpayers’ subsidies—remains at the core of what it means to be a 501(c)(3) charity today.

ALEC has long pursued a non-charitable set of activities: it has brazenly helped to
conceive, design, promote, and distribute partisan political campaign software under the guise of
constituent service. It has also supplied the voter data from this software directly to the Republican
National Committee on an ongoing basis. CMD thus submits to the Service that ALEC has
intervened in countless political campaigns, on behalf of its overwhelmingly Republican

membership, in stark violation of its duties under 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3).
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD

Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order
in the Matter of the Complaint of Common Cause Minnesota Regarding the
American Legislative Exchange Council

. The complaint

On May 15, 2012, the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board received a complaint
from Common Cause Minnesota (Complainant) alleging violations by the American Legisiative
Exchange Councii (ALEC) and an individual named Amy Kjose of certain of Minnesota's
statutes related to lobbying.

The complaint alleges that as the director of an ALEC task force in 2011, Ms. Kjose was
required to register as a lobbyist in Minnesota, but failed to do so or to file the required reports.
The complaint further alleges that in 2011 ALEC was a "principal" as defined in Minnesota
Statutes section 10A.01, subdivision 33, either by virtue of employing Ms. Kjose as a lobbyist, or
by virtue of spending more than $50,000 in a year on activities to influence Minnesota legislative
action. The complaint alleges that ALEC failed to provide the annual report of expenditures
required of every principal.

The Board notes that the complaint includes a significant amount of legail citation and argument
with regard to ALEC's nonprofit tax status and its lobbying reporting obligation under federal
law. Additionally, although the complaint specifically notes certain issue alerts sent to
Minnesota legislators and identifies expenses reported by three Minnesota legislators to attend
ALEC events, most of the allegations of the complaint are of a more general nature applicable
to ALEC's activities to influence legislation in the various 50 states rather than only to ALEC's
Minnesota activities. Apparently the Minnesota complaint is a derivation of a complaint on the
same subject that Common Cause filed with the Internal Revenue Service. The Board has not
considered any of the federal questions raised by the complaint.

During the course of the investigation the Board obtained and considered ALEC documents
beyond those submitted by Complainant. These documents include internal ALEC documents
that were initially disclosed in connection with a news report in The Guardian newspaper as well
as additional documents from ALEC's public website and documents from other sources that
are deemed reliable.

Il. The response

On May 22, 2012, Board staff notified ALEC of the complaint and offered ALEC an opportunity
to provide a general response.

Because of other Board matters more closely related to the 2012 election, in which two
constitutional amendment questions were on the ballot, the Board laid the matter over at its
June and July meetings. At its August meeting the Board directed the Executive Director to use
staff resources on matters related to the upcoming election and to defer further work on the
ALEC matter until resources were available. ALEC was notified of this approach in a letter
dated August 8, 2012, and expressed no objection.

ETH-41



On March 13, 2013, the Board notified ALEC by lelter that staff resources were now available to
undertake investigation of the Common Cause complaint. The letter asked ALEC to provide
comprehensive information that would allow the Board to make a determination of the legal
status of ALEC under Minnesota's lobbying statutes. On April 12, 2013, ALEC responded
through its iegal counsel, Mike Wittenwyler. Mr. Wittenwyler provided general information about
ALEC and its structure and operations, but did not address the Board's specific requests for
information.

Board staff compared the information provided in ALEC's April 12 letter to the Board's March 13
request and concfuded that the letter was almost entirely nonresponsive. Staff sent this
analysis to ALEC on July 11, 2013, and asked ALEC to respond to the Board's specific
requests. In a letter dated July 26, 2013, Mr. Wittenwyler provided an additional response that
consisted of an explanation of why ALEC was not required to respond to the Board's requests.

The matter was subsequently laid over at successive Board meetings as staff researched the
issues raised by the complaint and ALEC’s response and sought additional documentary
evidence from the internet and other sources. At its November 2013 meeting the Board
reviewed in detail the status of the investigation and the difficulties posed by the continued
refusal of ALEC to provide anything but the most basic information about its operations. At that
time, the Executive Director explained that staff planned to make a request for information from
ALEC that would be more limited than previous requests and would not require ALEC fo identify
any of its members; an approach that would address one of ALEC's key objections.

On February 13, 2014, staff sent ALEC the narrower request for information. On March 10,
2014, ALEC responded and once again declined to provide any information beyond that which
was included in its initial response.

In general, the substance of ALEC's response is that it is an educational organization that does
not engage in lobbying as that term is defined by the Internal Revenue Code. ALEC also claims
that it cannot be required to disclose either its members or its communications with its members
under constitutional law principies.

ALEC also argues that it is not a principal under Minnesota law because it employs no lobbyists
and because it has never spent more than $50,000 in a year to influence Minnesota officials;
which is the financial trigger that makes an association a principal even if it does not employ
lobbhyists.

Ill. Further background

At its meeting of April 1, 2014, the Board reviewed ALEC's reasons for declining to provide
information and its contention that it did not fall under Minnesota's lobbying disclosure laws.
The Board also reviewed the options available to compel ALEC to provide additional
information. After discussion, the Board directed the Executive Director to develop a detailed
legal and factual analysis that would allow the Board to evaluate whether the matter could be
decided based on information provided by Complainant and assembled by staff from public
sources.

The Board discussed staff's detailed analysis at its meeting of July 8, 2014. Mr. Wittenwyler
also appeared at the meeting to urge the Board to dismiss the complaint. At its meeting of
August 13, the Board further discussed the status of the matter, voted to set the scope of the
investigation to include the years 2011 through 2014, and again laid the matter over.
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At its meeting of September 2, 2014, the Board directed the Executive Director to continue the
investigation by taking sworn testimony from individuals named as the public sector state co-
chairs and the private sector state chair of ALEC. Sworn testimony was taken in November
2014 from Senator Mary Kiffmeyer and Representative Pat Garafalo, the ALEC public sector
co-chairs, and from John Gibbs, the ALEC private sector state chair.

The Board discussed this matter at its November 2014 and January 2015 meetings. The Board
considered draft findings, conclusions, and order at its February 2015 meeting.

IV. Analysis

ALEC argues that neither it nor its employees engage in lobbying under the Internal Revenue
Code definition. That definition is, of course, not relevant in Minnesota. The Board's analysis
considers whether Amy Kjose is a lobbyist under Minnesota Statutes section 10A.01,
subdivision 21, and whether ALEC is a principal under section 10A.01, subdivision 33.

Is Amy Kjose a Minnesofta lobbyist?
The complaint alleges that Amy Kjose is a lobbyist because she is paid by ALEC for activities
that constitute lobbying. In Minnesota, a lobbyist is defined as follows:

[A]n individual engaged for pay or other consideration of more than $3,000 from all
sources in any year for the purpose of attempting to influence legislative or administrative
action, or the official action of a metropolitan governmentat unit, by communicating or
urging others to communicate with public or local officials, or

who spends more than $250, not including the individual's own traveling expenses and
membership dues, in any year for the purpose of attempting to influence legislative

or administrative action, or the official action of a metropolitan governmentatl unit, by
communicating or urging others to communicate with public or local officials.

Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 21.

The complaint alleges, and ALEC does not dispute, that Ms. Kjose was the director of ALEC's
Civil Justice Task Force during the time relevant to this matter. The complaint further alleges
that Ms. Kjose's responsibilities require drafting and lobbying on model legislation and that Ms,
Kjose has spent more than $250 in a calendar year on lobbying. The complaint also alleges
that the cost of the email system used to send issue alerts and the cost of ALEC conferences
should be included when determining if Ms. Kjose spent more than $250 on lobbying.

However, the Board interprets the $250 spending trigger to apply only to individuals spending
their own money, not to persons authorized by an association to spend the association's
money.! The complaint does not allege that Ms. Kjose spent any of her own maney to
communicate with officials and the materials reviewed for this investigation do not suggest that
she did so. Thus, Ms. Kjose is a lobbyist only if she was paid more than $3,000 in a calendar
year to communicate with Minnesota legislators or to urge others to do so.

* The position that the $250 threshold applies to spending personal funds is of longstanding application. The
interpretation is in part based on the statutory language in the same provision that excludes costs of the subject
individual's own travel expenses. This principle was recently restated in the Matter of the Complaint Regarding the
Coalition for Sensible Siting and others, where the Board said that "An individual who spends more than $250 of
their personal funds in a calendar year on lobbying" is required to register as a lobbyist. (Emphasis added.)

-3-

ETH-43



The Board notes that the complaint does not allege that Ms. Kjose communicated with others to
urge them to communicate with Minnesota legislators to influence legisiative action and the
Board has found no evidence that she did so. Thus, if a determination is to be made that Ms.
Kjose is a lobbyist, it must be based on actions taken by her that constitute communication with
Minnesota legislators to influence legislative action.

The evidence submitted by the Complainant includes four issue alerts that Ms. Kjose sent to
certain Minnesota legislators in 2011.? The complaint also alleges that as a task force director,
Ms. Kjose drafted model legislation and lobbied fo get it passed.

In its response to the complaint, ALEC indicates that the value of staff time to prepare and send
each issue alert is approximately $30. The issue alerts provided by Complainant and those
provided by ALEC indicate that issue alerts were sent by various ALEC staff members. The
response confirms that four of the alerts sent in 2011 were from Ms. Kjose. Even assuming that
the full cost of staff time for drafting the alert is included in the compensation paid to the staff
member, and assuming a reasonable amount of time to draft the alert and a reasonable salary
for the staff member, Ms. Kjose would not become a lobbyist based on the drafting and sending
of issue alerts alone.

in its purest sense, communicating with an official takes the form of a direct interaction.
However, such direct communication is not required and actions beyond the actual exchange of
words between the individual and the official are included in the communication. !f a person is
paid to write a letter to officials to influence official action, the time spent writing the letter is a
part of the communication.® Similarly, the Board has concluded that the creation of a website
urging others to communicate with officials for the purpose of influencing a specific Minnesota
administrative action is a communication that is included in the amount spent that can make an
individual a lobbyist.*

Complainant is apparently arguing that all of the time Ms. Kjose spends drafting and editing
model bills, researching and writing supporting papers and talking points, and preparing other
materials® that might be used later in support of a direct communication with a Minnesota
legisiator should be counted as fime spent communicating with Minnesota officials. However,
these activities, undertaken with no particular Minnesota purpose, are significantly broader in
scope than the activities the Board has previously included when deciding if an individual is a
lobbyist.

The problem with this approach is that although it can be assumed that all of the work of an
ALEC task force director is undertaken in furtherance of ALEC's overall mission, ALEC's overall
mission is not to influence legisiative action in Minnesota. H is to influence public atfitudes and
legislative action in the nation as a whole. With the exception of the Minnesota issue alerts,

? ALEC's response also shows that Ms. Kjose sent one issue alerl to Minnesota legislators in 2009 and no alerts in
2010. Although these years are outside the scope of the investigation, they demonstrate that Ms. Kjose's direct
communication with Minnesota legislators over the years has been limited.

% In the Matter of a Complaint Regarding the Minnesota Licensed Beverage Association and others.
http://www.cfboard.state.mn.us/bdinfofinvestigation/06_03_2014_Findings_Griffith_Ball_MLBA.pdf. Last visited
January 27, 2015

* In the Matter of the Complaint Regarding Coalition for Sensible Siting, and others.
http:/f'www.cfboard.state.mn.us/bdinfo/investigation/f04_03_2012_CSS_GWT.pdf. Last visited January 27, 2015.

® For the purpose of this analysis, the Board assumes that these activities actually took place. Because the Board
conciudes that they are not within the scope of activities that constitute communicating with a Minnesota official, it is
not necessary to determine the exact scope of an ALEC task force director's duties.
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virtually all of a task force director's work is done in the abstract, without any specific Minnesota
connection.

While some part of a task force director's work may eventually support a communication with a
Minnesota legislator (if a legislator happens to attend a task force meeting or otherwise interacts
with the task force director), most of the work of a task force director will never be used to
support any communication with a Minnesota legislator. The nexus between the task force
director's work and some future hypothetical communication with a Minnesota legislator
therefore is insufficient to justify its inclusion in the scope of activities that would make a task
force director a lobbyist.®

For the reasons discussed above, the Board does not adopt such a broad scope of activities to
be included when determining if an individual meets the threshold of compensation to become a
lobbyist. As a result, the Board concludes that Amy Kjose does not meet the compensation
threshold to be a lobbyist in Minnesota.’

The criteria for determining whether an association is a principal

An association that pays a lobbyist more than $500 in a calendar year or that spends more than
$50,000 in a year on specified activities is a principal. Minn. Stat. § 10A.01, subd. 33. The
Board concluded above that ALEC task force directors are not lobbyists. As a result, ALEC is a
principal only if it spends more than $50,000 in a year on the statutorily specified activities

The types of activities that are included to determine if the $50,000 threshold is met are
specified in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.04, subdivision 6, as follows:

all expenditures for advertising, mailing, research, analysis, compilation and
dissemination of information, and public relations campaigns related to legislative action,
administrative action, or the official action of metropolitan governmental units in this state

and

all salaries and administrative expenses attributable to activities of the principal relating
to efforts to influence legislative action, administrative action, or the official action of
metropolitan governmental units in this state.

fn addition to listing the types of activities that can make an association a principal, the statute
includes another important requirement. The activities must be "related to legislative action . . .
in this state" or "to influence legislative action . . . in this state." /bid.

To clarify the statute and to ensure that its application does not extend to communications in
which the state may not have a substantially significant disclosure interest, the Board interprets
the phrases "related to legislative action” and "to influence legislative action” to mean "for the
purpose of influencing legislative action." This narrowing construction ensures that

® Because the relationship between bill drafting or similar activities and communication with Minnesota legislators is
so tentative in the immediate matter, the Board need not determine here exaclly how close the nexus must be before
an individual's actions are a part of the individual's communication with officials.

” The Board recognizes that Complainant has provided evidence that three Minnesota legistators attended ALEC
events in 2010 and that this investigation has disclosed other instances of Minnesota legislators attending ALEC
events. However, neither the information provided by Complainant nor the evidence disclosed by this investigation
suggests that any single task force director had sufficient contact with Minnesola legislators to support a conclusion
that the task force director was paid more than $3,000 in a calendar year for that Minnesota communication.
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communication that is merely about legislation or legislative action, but does not try to influence
official action will not make an association a principai.

Equally important is the limiting clause "in this state," which the Board interprets as modifying
the legislative action under examination. In other words, the association's activities need not
occur "in this state," but those activities must be for the purpose of influencing Minnesota
legislative action.

Is ALEC a principal?

ALEC's mission is to work "to advance limited government, free markets, and federalism at the
state level. . ." In advancing that mission, ALEC task forces have "considered, written and
approved hundreds of model bills on a wide range of issues;" bills that ALEC considers to be
"model! legislation that will frame the debate today and far into the future."®

Beyond drafting legislation, "ALEC staff provides research, policy analysis, scholarly articles,
reference materials, and expert testimony on a wide spectrum of issues."® ALEC's website and
its publications make it clear that ALEC's mission is national rather than uniquely targeted to
any particular state. As a result, ALEC bears many similarities to any number of associations
operating as so-called "think tanks" whose overall mission is to change public opinion and to
support those who want to advance the principles espoused by the association. Likewise,
ALEC bears similarities to other associations that create and urge the adoption of model
legisiation.

If a distinction is to be made between ALEC and other national "think tanks" or model-law-
writing organizations, that distinction must be based on the association's purpose with respect
to influencing Minnesota legislative action, not on the question of who develops the policies
advanced by the association.

Clearly, ALEC spends more than $50,000 per calendar year to advance its mission. The types
of activities that ALEC undertakes to advance this mission include the same activities that can
make an association a principal. However, to decide that ALEC is a principal, it is also
necessary to conclude that ALEC's activities are for the purpose of influencing legislative action
in this state.

ALEC itself acknowledges that part of its goal is "to ensure that each of its {egislative members
is fully armed with the information, research, and ideas they need to be an ally of the free-
market system."® Ultimately, the only way for legislators to be such an ally is by passing
legislation that advances ALEC's principles. In fact, ALEC's bylaws require it to work to
influence legislative action. One of ALEC's stated purposes is "to disseminate model! legisiation
and promote the introduction of companion bills in Congress and state legislatures.""

Although the evidence supports a conclusion that ALEC's primary purpose is the passage of
state legislation in the various states and that all of its wide-ranging activities are in support of
this primary purpose, such a conclusion is not sufficient to further conclude that ALEC's
activities are for the purpose of influencing legislative action in this state as the definition of
principal requires.

® The quotes in this paragraph are from the ALEC website at hitp://www.alec.org/fabout-alec/history/ and
http://www.alec.org/about-alecthistory/ last visited January 27, 2015.
?OALEC Private Sector Membership brochure, Exhibit 2 o the complaint.
ibid.
" ALEC Bylaws, Exhibit 3 to the complaint.
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The Board concludes that an activity directed at all 50 states in the abstract does not constitute
an activity conducted for the purpose of influencing legislation in this state even though it may in
some instances have that effect. Before an association's activity will be included in the activities
that may make the association a principal, there must be some specific connection to
Minnesota. With ALEC, that nexus is insufficient.

The Board reaches this conclusion based on its construction of Chapter 10A and the
requirement that it give meaning to all of the words of each statute. In this case, the phrase “in
this state" will be meaningless if all the activities of every national advocacy association are
included when deciding if that association is a principal. Under such an approach, national
associations whose activities never actually influence specific Minnesota legislative action might
still be found to be principals in Minnesota.

The Board recognizes that over the years a small number of Minnesota legislators have
attended ALEC conferences. As noted, it is possible that the communication by individual
ALEC employees with Minnesota legislators at such conferences would be included when
deciding if an ALEC employee is a lobbyist. However, the fact that ALEC offers conferences
which Minnesota legislators may attend does not result in the cost of each conference being an
expenditure "to influence legislation in this state."

Based on the same analysis, the Board concludes that the creation by an association of a public
website and of content published on that website does not make the association a principal
when the site has no specific Minnesota nexus. To conclude otherwise would result in principal
status being determined based on who visits the site, rather than on a determination of whether
the site and its content were produced for the purpose of influencing legisiative action in
Minnesota.

For these reasons, the Board concludes that ALEC has not reached the $50,000 threshold
necessary to be a principal in Minnesota.

Based on the investigation and the record in this matter, the Board makes the following:
Fi'ndings of Fact
1. ALEC is an association organized as a nonprofit corporation.
2. ALEC's primary purpose is to promote its "free market" principles throughout the United
States. [t does this in various ways, including by producing model state legislation that,

if adopted, would incorporate its principles into state faw.

3. ALEC's activities are conducted on a national platform. Although ALEC attempts to be
active in every state, its programs and activities have no specific Minnesota connection.

4. Much of ALEC's efforts are directed toward advancing its principles through changing
public perceptions and through advocacy of legislative action in the various states.

5. ALEC spends more than $50,000 in each calendar year on communications in the form

of publications, model legislation, conferences, and other activities to advance its
principles.
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6. ALEC's efforis have no pariicular nexus with Minnesota. Rather, they are directed at all
of the states generally.

7. In at least some cases, Minnesota legislators have attended ALEC conferences and
introduced legislation that is based on ALEC model iegislation.

8. Amy Kjose had minimal communication with Minnesota legislators in 2009 and 2011 in
the form of issue alerts she sent by email.

9. Itis possible that Amy Kjose may have had additional minimal communications with
Minnesota legislators at one or more ALEC events.

10. Amy Kjose did not spend any of her own money to influence Minnesota legislative
action.

11. The total compensation paid to Amy Kjose in any calendar year for communications with
Minnesota legisiators did not exceed $3,000.

Conclusions of Law

1. To become a lobbyist based on spending $250 or more under Minnesota Statutes
section 10A.01, subdivision 21(a){2), only the spending of the individual's own money is
considered.

2. Amy Kjose is not a lobbyist under section 10A.02, subdivision 21(a)(2) because she did
not spend any of her own money for communications to influence legislative action in
Minnesota.

3. Amy Kjose is not a lobbyist under secfion 10A.01, subdivision 21(a)(1) because she was
not paid more than $3,000 in a calendar year for communications to influence legislative
action in Minnesota.

4. Because Amy Kjose is not a lobbyist, ALEC is not a principal based on spending more
than $500 in a calendar year to compensate a lobbyist.

5. Although ALEC spends more than $50,000 per year to advance its principles through
activities that include promotion of model! legislation in the various states, ALEC does not
specifically target Minnesota in such a way that its general spending constitutes
spending for activities conducted for the purpose of influencing legislation in this state.

6. ALEC is not a principal based on its spending to advance its principles or to influence
legislation in the fifty states generally.

Order

The investigation of this matter is concluded and the complaint is dismissed.

/s/ George A. Beck February 3, 2015
George A. Beck, Chair Date
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Documents incorporated into these Findings by reference:

Complaint of Common Cause Minnesota Regarding the American Legislative Exchange
Councif Exhibits to the complaint

May 22, 2012, iefter advising ALEC of the complaint

March 13, 2013, letter requesting information from ALEC

Response from ALEC, April 12, 2013

July 11, 2013, letter requesting information from ALEC

Response from ALEC, July 26, 2013

Letter to ALEC February 13, 2014

Response from ALEC March 10, 2014
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Referenced statutes

10A.01 Definitions

Subd. 21. Lobbyist. (a) "Lobbyist" means an individual:

(1) engaged for pay or other consideration of more than $3,000 from all sources in any year for
the purpose of attempting to influence legisiative or administrative action, or the official action of a
metropolitan governmental unit, by communicating or urging others to communicate with public
or local officials;

Subd. 33. Principal. "Principal” means an individual or association that:

(1) spends more than $500 in the aggregate in any calendar year to engage a lobbyist,
compensate a lobbyist, or authorize the expendiiure of money by a lobbyist; or

(2) is not included in clause (1) and spends a total of at least $50,000 in any calendar year on
efforts to influence legislative action, administrative action, or the official action of metropolitan
governmental units, as described in section 10A.04, subdivision 6.

10A.04 Lobbyist reports.

Subd. 6. Principal reports. (a) A principal must report to the board as required in this
subdivision by March 15 for the preceding calendar year.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (d), the principal must report the total amount,
rounded to the nearest $20,000, spent by the principal during the preceding calendar
year to influence legislative action, administrative action, and the official action of
metropolitan governmental units.

(c) Except as provided in paragraph (d), the principal must report under this subdivision a
total amount that includes:

(1} all direct payments by the principal to lobbyists in this state;

(2) alt expenditures for advertising, mailing, research, analysis, compilation and
dissemination of information, and public relations campaigns related to legislative
action, administrative action, or the official action of metropolitan governmental
units in this state; and

(3) ali salaries and administrative expenses attributable to activities of the
principal relating to efforts to influence legislative action, administrative action, or
the official action of metropolitan governmental units in this state.

(d) A principal that must report spending to influence administrative action in
cases of rate setting, power plant and powerline siting, and granting of
certificates of need under section 216B.243 must report those amounts as
provided in this subdivision, except that they must be reported separately and not
included in the fotals required under paragraphs (b) and (c).
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CAMPAIGN

July 30, 2020

BY EMAIL: coclassi@irs.cov

IRS EO Classification

Mail Code 4910DAL
1100 Commerce St.
Dallas, TX 75242-1198

BY EMAIL: DFICharitableOrosidwi.ocov

Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions
PO Box 7879
Madison, WI 53707-7879

BY EMAIL: Complaintsadoej.ca.gov

Registry of Charitable Trusts
Office of Attorney General
P.O. Box 903447
Sacramento, CA 94203-4470

FOR

Re: Tax-Exempt Organization Complaint Against American Majority Inc (EIN: 26-

1501154) and American Majority Action Inc (26-3594713)

Dear Sitr or Madam;

Campaign for Accountability (“CfA”), a non-partisan, nonprofit public watchdog
organization, respectfully requests that the IRS, the Wisconsin Department of Financial
Institutions (“DFI”), and the Office of the Attorney General of California investigate whether
American Majority Inc (EIN: 26-1501154), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and its related 501(c)(4)
advocacy arm, American Majority Action Inc (EIN: 26-3594713), violated their tax exempt status
or relevant state laws by spending more than 50 percent of expenses on political purposes,
submitting inaccurate information to regulators, and executing inappropriate transactions with

related parties. Forms 13909, 2255, and CT-9 are enclosed.
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IRS EO Classification
July 30, 2020
Page 2

Background

Ned Ryun, a former presidential writer, founded American Majority Inc (“AM”) in 2007
and American Majority Action Inc (*“AMA”)in 2008.! AM received its Determination Letter from
the IRS effective December 3, 2007, and AMA received its determination letter effective
September 30, 2008, under its previous name, Madison Majority Project.? AM’s website states
that the organization is “the nation’s premier conservative training organization, helping put in
place a truly unique, separate political infrastructure—for use before, during and after election
dates. As a 501¢(3) non-partisan, nonprofit, American Majority continually trains, organizes,
mobilizes, and equips new grassroots conservative leaders.”> AMA’s website states that it “is a
national conservative organization dedicated to engaging citizens in the political process by
mobilizing them in support of candidates who favor limited government, individual freedom and
protecting the free market.™ Between 2008 and 2018, AM and AMA received more than $27
million in contributions and grants.>

In addition to their own activities, AM and AMA have been involved in several other
entities. In 2011, the organizations set up a holding company called AM Action LL.C. The holding
company, in turn, set up a for profit data firm called Voter Gravity Inc in 2012. AM Action LLC
also briefly invested in another data firm called Political Gravity. In subsequent years, the
nonprofit entities extended loans to the for-profit companies, and they paid for some of the
expenses for the for-profit companies. Additionally, board members and employees of the
nonprofits have served in various roles at the for-profit companies.

The annual 990 tax filings for the nonprofit organizations, annual audits, and public records
reveal a complicated web of interconnected transactions that raise questions as to whether the

organizations deserve their charitable status or violated state laws.

Excessive Spending on Political Activity

AMA appears to have violated requirements that 501(c)(4) organizations spend less than
50 percent of their expenditures on political activity. According to its annual 990 for the 2016
calendar year, AMA’s total expenses amounted to $414,059. AMA disclosed on its Schedule C
filing that it spent $350,000 on “direct and indirect political campaign activities” or approximately

Uhrtp:f/nedryun.com/about-ned/.

? IRS Determination Letter, American Majority Inc, Aug. 19, 2008, available at

https /' www.documenicloud.org/documents/6788360-AM-1RS-Determination-Letter.himl; IRS Determination
Letter, American Majority Action (filed as Madison Majority Project Inc), Mar. 30, 2009, available at
hitps:fwww.documenicloud.ore/documents/6 7885 59-AMA-IRS-Determination-Letter. himl; 2009 Return of
Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., June 1, 2010, available at
https:/fprojects. propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/263394713/2010 07 EO%2F26-3594713 990E0 _200906.
* htips:/www.americanmajority,ore/about/.

4 hrtps://americanmajorityaction.ore/.

3 hips://projects.propublica.ore/nonprofits/organizations/26 1501 1 54;

52016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Nov. 15,2017,
avaitable at btips://projecis.propublica.ore/nonprofits/display 990/263564713/12 2017 prefixes 26-
27%2F263394713 201612 9900 2017122915067213.
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85 percent of its expenses for the entire year.” Nonprofits organized under section 501(c)(4) must
exist primarily for social welfare, and therefore, are prohibited from spending a majority of their

expenses on politics.®

Financial Irregularities

Failure to Accurately Disclose Donors to Regulators

Based on an analysis of AM’s audit reports and 990s published on Guidestar, AM may
have reported inaccurate donor information to the IRS and California regulators. Specifically, AM
appears to have represented the name of a major donor incorrectly on either its 2016 or 2015 990
or both.

According to 990s uploaded to Guidestar, in 2016 AM received $500,000 from the Donors
Capital Fund of Alexandria, Virginia.® In 2015, AM reported a $500,000 contribution from
Leonard Leo at a different address in Alexandria.!® While Mr. Leo reportedly has been linked to
the Donors Capital Fund in the past, he does not appear to be an employee or officer of the
organization.!"

Despite claiming these separate sources as contributors, AM’s audits suggest that this
donation came from the same donor. By comparing the percentages listed in the donor
concentration section of AM’s 2016 and 2015 audits and the donor amounts listed on its 990s for
those years, it is clear that “Contributor B” on the audits for both years is same entity — either
Donors Capital Fund, Leonard Leo, or some other mystery donor.!? While the audits make it clear
that contributor B is the same entity, the 990s appear to be labeling that entity as Leonard Leo in
one year and Donors Trust in the other.

Tid

8 hitps://www.irs, zov/pub/irs-tece/cotopicli.ndf,

# 2016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Inc., Form 199, Statement
1, page 48, prepared Nov. 14, 2017, available at hitps://'www documentcloud.org/documents/6 78866 7- American-
Majority-2016-Form-990.html.

2015 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Inc., Form 199, Statement
1, prepared Jan. 12, 2017, available at https/iwww. documenteloud. org/documents/6 7886 70- American-Majority -
2015-Form-990.himl.

H htesYwww . prwalch org/news/2018/03/13329/donors-trust-right-wing-secret-money-machine-doled-out-667-
million-2036.

990s

2 Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for 2016 and 2015, American Majority, Inc., Nov. 15,
2017, available at hittpsy//www documenicloud.org/documents/6788674- American-Majority-2016-Audit.html;
Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for 2015 and 2014, American Majority, Inc., Nov. 30, 2016,
available at hitps/www documentcloud.org/documents/67 88673 - American-Maiority-201 5-Audit. html.
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AM’s 2016 990 AM’'s 2015 990
CONTRIBUTOR'S NAME AMOUNT CONTRIBUTOR'S NAME AMOUNT
THE LYNDE & HARRY BRADLEY 345 000 THE LYNDE & HARRY BRADLEY
FOUNDATION 000 FOUNDATICN 200,000,
ED UIHLEIN FAMILY 125 000 RETATL INDUSTRY LEADERS
FOUNDATION sHUT ASSOCIATION 40,000,
DONORS CAPITAL FUND, INC. BRADLEY IMPACT FUND, INC.
500,000. 421000‘
LEONARD LEO
TOTAL INCLUDED ON LINE 3 970,000, 500,000,
ED UIHLEIN FAMILY
FOUNDATICHN 125,000,
TOTAL INCLUGED ON LINE 3 907,000,
AM’s 2016 Audit AM’s 2015 Audit
2016 2015 2015 2014
Contributions Contributions Contributions Contributions
Contributor A 34.2% 14.3% 14.3% 50.7%
Contributor B 44.0% 35.7% 35.7% 16.3%
Contributor C 11.0% 8.9%

Donors Capital Fund and its related entity Donors Trust have received attention in the
media for acting as a pass through for conservative donors.!? Rather than a clerical error, AM’s
inaccurate disclosure may be a direct attempt to deceive regulators by failing to disclose the true
source its funding.

Related Party Tyansactions

Undisclosed Transactions Between AM and AMA

Throughout their histories, AM and AMA have transferred a substantial amount of money
between the two organizations. Each organization has disclosed some of the transactions but not
others. Below is a chart of all of the related transactions between the two organization that they
have disclosed on their annual 990s. Generally, the 501(c)(3) organization paid for, took out loans
for, and contributed money to the 501(c)(4) organization. However, the transactions are not
consistently reported across both organizations. For instance, on its fiscal year 2011 990, AMA

i3 ]d‘
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reported receiving a $34,000 contribution from AM. That donation, however, does not appear on
AM’s 2010 or 2011 calendar year 990s.!'

Schedule R Transactions Between AM and AMA
Disclosed by American Majority Disclosed by American Majority Action
Calendar Schedule R Tax Schedule R

Year Designations Amount Year Designations Amount
2011 D $11,601.00 2011 C $34,000.00
2011 M 2011 E $117,800,00
2011 N 2011 M $14,627.00
2011 P $118,401.00 2011 N $14,649.00
2012 B $100,000.00 2011 O $174,500.00
2012 L $1.00 2012 C $100,000.00
2012 N $1.00 2012 E $75,000.00
2012 0 $1.00 2014 D $142,458.00
2012 Q $12,971.00 2014 L
2013 Q $7.,943.00 2014 N
2016 D $54,253.00 2014 P
2016 E $145,411.00
2017 Q $93,461.00
2018 Q $134,154

In addition to the inconsistent disclosure, there are several other conflicts of interest
between the two organizations including largely overlapping boards of directors. For instance, in
2017, the two nonprofits had identical boards of directors. In 2016, both organizations had eight
members on their boards, and seven individuals served on both boards. In 2015, both organizations
again had eight members and six individuals served on both boards. ">

The conflicts extend beyond the boards. According to AMA's 990 for the tax year
beginning on 7/1/2013 and ending 6/30/2014, “One member of the board is an investor in a

Y hnpst//projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/26 15011 54

hitps://projects. propublica.org/monprofits/organizations/263594 713,

5 Calendar Year 2015 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action,
Inc., Schedule R, Part IV, filed Aug. 25, 2017, available ar hitps//www.decumentcloud.org/documents/6 789633+
American-Majority-Action-990-Tuly-2013-to.htm!; see aiso 2015 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax,
Form 990, American Majority Inc., Fortn 199, Statement 1, prepared Jan, 12, 2017, available at

httpsy/www documentcloud ore/documents/6 7886 70- American-Majority-20 15-Form-990.html
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company started and operated by another board member.”'® Additionally, in 2012 and in
preceding years, Mr. Ryun’s brother, Andrew, served on the boards of both AMA and AM. '’

AM Action LLC

Beyond the conflicts between the two nonprofits, the organizations have also executed
many transactions with for-profit entities that draw into question their tax-exempt status. In 2011,
a company called AM Action LLC filed Articles of Organization with the State Corporation
Commission of Virginia.'® According to AMA’s 990 for the tax year beginning July 1, 2011 and
ending July 30, 2012, both AMA and AM invested in AM Action LLC. The 990 states that AMA
is the “direct controlling entity” of AM Action LLC with 67 percent ownership.'? The purpose of
AM Action LLC is to “invest in, develop and make use of software to be used in organizations
functions or made available to others.”?® AM’s 2012 990 indicates AM acquired a 33 percent
ownership stake in the company that year while AMA’s 2012 990 indicated it owned the rest of
the company and was in control of it.?!

AM and AMA have delivered hundreds of thousands of dollars to AM Action LLC, yet the
company has lost a staggering amount of money.?? Between 2011 and 2014, AM and AMA
awarded grants to and issued loans to AM Action LLC of more than $750,000 while receiving less
than $35,000 in interest. During that sanie time period, AM Action LLC reported a negative
income totaling nearly $150,000. Since 2015, the nonprofits have not disclosed any additional
contributions or loans to the company, but AM Action LLC has reported a negative income totaling
more than $1.7 million. Perhaps as a recognition of this poor investment, AMA’s 2016 990
includes a negative $953,544 adjustment to total revenue for “Book Share of Investment in AM
Action, LL.C.”*

16 2014 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule O
Supplemental Inforination to Part VI, Line 2, filed June 12, 2013, avaifable at

https://projects, propublica.org/nonprofits/display 990/263594713/2015 (7 EO%2F26-3594713 9900 201406.
172012 Return of Organization Exempt from Incoine Tax, Fonn 990, American Majority Action, Inec., filed June 27,
2013, available af https://projects propublica.org/nonprofits/display 990/263594713/2013 07 EO%2F26-
3594713 9900 201206; 2012 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority,
Inc., filed Feb. 3, 2014, available at

heips:/projects.propublica.org/monprefits/display 990/261501154/2014 02 EOQ%2F26-1301154 990 201212,

% Articles of Organization, AM Action LLC, Virginia State Corporation Commission, filed Dec. 2, 2011, available
at hitps:www.documentcloud.ore/documents/6773030- AM-Action-LIc-Articles-of-Organization. htm!.

192012 Return of Qrganization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule L,
Part 1V, filed June 27, 2013, available af

hitps:/projects. prapublica.ereg/nonprofits/display 990/2063594713/2613 07 EOQ%2ZF26-3594713 9900 201206.

20 Id

2t Id.: 2012 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority, Inc., Schedule R, Part
V, filed Feb. 3, 2014, available at

hitps://projects. propublica.org/monprotits/display 990/201501 1542014 82 EO%2F26-1501154 990 261212,

22 This paragraph is drawn from an analysis of the annual tax forms fited by AM and AMA. See

hitps://projects. vropublica.ore/nonprofits/organizations/26 E5G 154

hitps://projects. propublica.org/nonprofits/oroanizations/26359471 3.

232016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action Inc., Schedule D,
Part XIIi, filed Nov. 15, 2017, available at

hitps://projects propublica.cre/nonprotits/organizations/263594713/201 703 1993493095640/ full.
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Political Gravity

In 2011 or 2012, AM Action LLC purchased a 30 percent ownership stake in a company
called Political Gravity LL.C (“Political Gravity”), based in Texas.?* Political Gravity’s creation
and affiliation with AM and AMA deserves additional scrutiny. For instance, the timing of the
partnership is questionable. Political Gravity and AMA issued a press release on July 26, 2011,
announcing their collaboration.®> The two organizations planned to “deliver leading edge mobile
campaign technology to Conservative candidates and grassroots groups.”?® Nevertheless, Political
Gravity did not file a Certificate of Formation with the Secretary of State of Texas until December
21, 2011 with an effective date of January 2, 2012.27 AMA’s 990 for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2012, does not mention Political Gravity, but states that the organization “[e]stablished
relationship with software provider and made software available to 501(c)(3) groups consistent
with principles and goals of organization

In fact, Political Gravity worked with many explicitly partisan groups and candidates. For
instance, during the 2012 election cycle, Political Gravity was paid more than $50,000 by
Republican candidates and party committees in Texas.?® The company also seems to have been
supported by much larger orgamzations. Reportedly, the conservative group FreedomWorks relied
heavily on the app created by Political Gravity.*°

Notably, there are conflicts of interest involved in this relationship as well. Andrew Ryun,
Mr. Ryun’s brother, is one of two.directors listed Political Gravity’s Certificate of Formation.*!
At the time, Andrew Ryun also served on the boards of AM and AMA.* The same year that
Andrew Ryun created Political Gravity, AM purchased $100,000 worth of assets from the

# Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for 2013 and 2012, American Majority, Inc. prepared Feb.
6, 2015, available at htips://'www documenteloud org/documents/67896 1 5-American-Majority-2013-Audit.himi.
B Press Release, Political Gravity and American Majority Action Form Powerful Partnership to Effect Political
Change, Political Gravity and American Majority Action, July 26, 2011, available at

http//www.teaparty 91 T.com/articles/american_majoritv_political_gravity _press release.pdf

26 Id

7 Certificate of Formation, Political Gravity, Inc., Secretary of State of Texas, Dec. 21, 2011, available ai
htipsy//www documenteioud.org/documents/6 77554 8- Political-Gravity-Certificate-of-Formation.html

8 2012 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule O,
filed June 27, 2013, available at

https://projecis.propublica.org/monprofits/display 990/263594713/2013 07 EO%2F26-3504713 9900 20{206.
¥ Campaign Finance Search, Texas Ethics Commission, accessed Feb. 14, 2020, available at

hitps /A www . ethics state . us/search/cl/ AdvancedSearch.php.

3 David Weigel, Why the Tea Party Failed, Siate, Nov. 9, 2012, available at hitps://slate.com/news-and-
politics/20 1271 L the-tea-partv-losi-big-on-election-night-and-must-now-work-with-gop-to-bounce-hack htmi.

3t Certificate of Formation, Political Gravity, Inc., Secretary of State of Texas, Dec. 21, 2011, available at
hitps/Ywww.documentcloud org/documents/6775548-Political-Gravity-Certificate-of-Formation.himi.

32 Return of Organization Exempt {rom Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule L, Part
IV, filed June 27, 2013, available af

hitpsi//projects.propublica org/nonprofits/display 990/263594713/2013 07 EQ%2F26-3394713 9900 201206;
2012 Retum of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority, Inc., filed Feb. 3, 2014,
available at htps:/projects.propublica org/mongrofits/display 990/2615301154/2014 02 EQ%2F26-

1501154 990 201212,
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company.’® In2012, AM purchased a 5 percent ownership stake in Political Gravity.>* Essentially,
Andrew Ryun was on both sides of these transactions.

Ned Ryun also appears to have drummed up support for the company without disclosing
his conflict of interest. After the 2012 election, Mr. Ryun wrote an op-ed in Human Events praising
the company:

Where most on the Right have struggled is in taking what is useful data and actually
having a front-end interface or application that makes it deliverable in a practical,
on-the-ground way for the grassroots user.

That’s one of the aspects of the technology that American Majority Action and the
tech firm Political Gravity have delivered with their joint product, Gravity: not only
super-solid data, but also a practical online system in which grassroots workers can
punch in a precinet, put in filter (e.g., every female Republican who voted in 2010
primaries in the precinct), and then come up with a list of the voter files requested.
From there, identified voting households can be put into the most efficient walk
route on a volunteer’s iPad, tablet or smartphone.*

Mr. Ryun also submitted a positive review on Political Gravity’s Facebook page stating, “It was a
bit of a no brainer for me to use Voter Contact: they saved me lots of money and got me a better
product.”*® A review of campaign finance disbursement data indicates Political Gravity may have
stopped acting as a vendor for political campaigns after the 2012 election.?’

Voter Gravity

Following his relationship with Political Gravity, Mr. Ryun started another data analytics
firm called Voter Gravity, LL.C (“Voter Gravity”). Mr. Ryun is listed as the initial registered
agent, and an initial director of the company, which filed its Articles of Incorporation on December
24, 2012.3% The company operates an app that provides data about campaign donors, voters, and
activists to political campaigns.*® In 2013, AM appears to have acquired a 29.9 percent stake in
Voter Gravity *?

33 [d

3 Id; 2011 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax. Form 990, American Majority, Inc,, filed Nov, 20,
2012, available at hitps:Hprojects. propublica.ore/nonprofits/display 990/261501134/2012 12 EO%2F20-
15G1154 990 201112,

3 Ned Ryun, Invest in Grassroots Now, or Lose Again, Human Events, Dec. 19, 2012, available at
hitps:/humanevents com/20 12712/ 19/ned-ryun-invest-in-grassroots-now-or-fose-again/.

38 hrps:/Awww. facebook.com/pe/votercontact orgdreviews/,

37 Carnpaign Finance Search, Federal Election Commission, accessed February 20, 2019, available at
https:/fwww . fec. oov/data/.

3% Articles of Incorporation, Voter Gravity Inc, Virginia State Corporation Commission, filed Dec, 24, 2012,
available at htps/fwww documentcloud.org/documents/678%624-Voler-Gravity-Articles-of-Incorporation himl.
¥ hapvotergravity.com.

49 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority, Inc., filed Aug. 14,2014,
available af ittps://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display 990/261501154/2015 02 EO%2F26-

1501154 990 201312
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Notably, Mr. Ryun receives compensation from AM, AMA, and Voter Gravity. According
to 2017 990s for the nonprofits, Mr, Ryun received $64,800 from AMA, $78,201 from AM, and
an estimated $27,000 from Voter Gravity, for a total of $170,001.*' In 2016, Mr. Ryun received
$48,600 from AMA, $53,726 from AM, and an estimated $64,800 from Voter Gravity, for a total
of $167,126.** According to the 2018 990 for AM, Mr. Ryun received $75,517 from AM, and a
combined $108,733 from AMA and Voter Gravity, for a total of $184,250.%

Beyond Mr. Ryun’s conflicted compensation, the nonprofits also invested in Voter Gravity,
yet do not appear to have received a return on their investment. The numbers disclosed for Voter
Gravity roughly parallel the investments for AM Action LLC, which is the controlling entity of
Voter Gravity, and also represent a staggering loss of money for the nonprofits. Initially, the
nonprofits reported receiving some compensation from Voter Gravity, but eventually the company
became a major drag on the nonprofits’ finances. While most of the financial information for
Voter Gravity is reported on AMA’s tax returns, in 2014 AM reported nearly $200,000 in negative
income from Voter Gravity.* AMA, for its part, reported in its 990 for the tax year starting July
1,2013 and ending June 30, 2014, that Voter Gravity had assets of nearly $1.3 million and received
$6.,630 in income.*

Voter Gravity’s financial outlook declined dramatically in subsequent years. In 2015,
AMA reported negative income for Voter Gravity of nearly $1.9 million while listing its assets at
more than $1.2 million by the end of the reporting period.*® In 2016, income was more than

*+ 2017 Return of Organization Exempt from income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., filed May I8,
2018, available at hitps://projecis.propublica.org/nenprefits/display_990/261501154/02 2019 prefixes 25-

26%2F2615G1 154 201712 990 2019021 116085208.

422016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., filed Nov. 15,
2017, available at hittps:/fprojects. propublica.org/nonprofiis/display 990/263594713/12 2017 prefixes 26-
27%2F263594713 201612 990G 2017122915067215; 2016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax,
Form 990, American Majority Inc., prepared Nov. 14, 2017, available at

hitps:/www.documeniclond org/documents/6 7886067-American-Majority-20 16-Form-990.hml.

3 hiips://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/26 1 501 1 54/201903 1993493 12 700/full

#2014 Return of Qrganization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Inc., Schedule R, Part IV,
filed March 21, 2016, available at

hitps:/fprojects. propublica.org/nonprofits/display 990/261501154/2016 07 EQ¥2F260-1301154 990 201412,

+ 2014 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule R,
Part 1V, filed June 12, 2015, available at

hitps://projects.propublica,org/nonprofits/display_990/263394713/2015 87 EO%2F26-3594713 9900 201406.

4% This includes an 18-month window from July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2015, when AMA switched its reporting
cycle from fiscal year to calendar year. See Fiscal Year 2015 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax,
Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc.,, Schedule R, Part IV, filed Oct. 27, 2016, available at
hitps:/Ywww.documentcloud, org/documents/6789032-American-Majority -Action-990-Julv-2014-to-June.himl;
Calendar Year 2015 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc.,
Schedule R, Part IV, filed Aug. 25, 2017, available at bitps://www documentcloud org/documents/6789633-
American-Majoritv-Action-990-dulyv-20 1 5-10.him|,
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$800,000 in the red and assets had plummeted to less than $500,000.*7 In 2017, income was nearly
$400,000 in the negative and assets consisted of nearly $250,000.*¥ AMA appears to have reported
to the IRS that the value of Voter Gravity declined dramatically and that AMA’s ownership interest
share in Voter Gravity is now negative.

Beyond the income loss, AMA also took out loans on behalf of Voter Gravity. In 2015,
AMA reported a loan of $157,513 for Voter Gravity, and in 2016, reported a loan of more than
$150,000.* In 2017, AMA reported a loan of nearly $300,000.°° Most recently, in 2018, AMA
loaned Voter Gravity more than $300,000.°" Despite this bleak financial picture, Voter Gravity
continued to pay a salary to Mr. Ryun.

Jurisdiction
IRS

The IRS is charged with investigating possible violations of federal tax law. As 501(c)(3)
and 501(c)(4) organizations, AM and AMA must adhere to all federal tax laws to maintain their
tax-exempt status.

DFI

DFI is charged with enforcing Chapter 202, subchapters I and 11, of the Wisconsin Statutes,
which govern charitable organizations operating in Wisconsin.®* AM and AMA have been
actively involved in Wisconsin, and they have received DII licenses to operate. AM first received

47 2016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule R,
Part IV, Nov. 15, 2017, available ar

fitips:f/projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/263594713/12 2017 prefixes 26-

27%02F263594713 201612 9900 2017122915067215.

48 2017 Return of Orpanization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Sechedule R,
Part 1V, filed May 18, 2018, available at

hitps//profects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display 990/261501154/02 2819 prefixes 25-

26%20261501154 201712 996 2019021 116685208,

19 Calendar Year 2015 Return of Organization Exemnpt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action,
Inc., Schedule R, Part V, filed Aug. 25, 2017, available ar https:/iwww.documentcloud org/documents/678963 3~
American-Majority-Action-998-July 201 5-to. him!; 2016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form
990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule R, Part V, Nov. 15, 2017, available ot

27%2F263564713 201612 9900 2617122915067215.

30 2017 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule R,
Part V, filed May 18, 2018, available at

hitps://projects.propublica.ore/nonprofits/display_990/2615G1134/02 2019 prefixes 25-

26%2F261301134 201712 990 2039621 116083208.

512018 Return of Organization Exempt from Incoine Tax, Form 990, American Majority Action, Inc., Schedule R,
Part V, Nov. 14, 2019, gvailable at

hetps:/apps.irs.gov/publeposteard/cor/263394713 201812 9500 2020021817155283 pdf.

32 htps:/fwdiLore/CharitableQreanizations/.
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a license in 2010 and received an updated license in 2017, which expired on July 31, 2018. AMA
first received a license in 2012 and received an updated license on February 6, 2020.%

Additionally, one of AM’s major donors is located in Wisconsin. In 2018, AM received
$200,000 from the Lynde & Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc, which is based in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin** Between 2015 and 2017, the foundation contributed $645,000 to AM.* In 2016,
Bradley’s $345,000 contribution constituted around 34 percent of AM’s total contributions and
grants,’® Beyond Bradley, AM has received donations from other nonprofits based in Wisconsin
including the Einhorn Family Foundation and the John N & Kathleen S MacDonough
Foundation.’’

To lead its Wisconsin efforts, AM maintains an office in the state, which hosts events.’®
Additionally, AM and AMA have financially supported candidates running for office in
Wisconsin. According to quotation from an AM representative in a press release on its website:

Since opening our Wisconsin office in October 2010, we have trained 169 new leaders
who’ve gone on to victory across Wisconsin. American Majority is helping to bring
conservative reform to the state of Wisconsin by providing candidates the tools to be
successful in their campaigns. We're very proud of the results thus far, and we will
continue to build on these successes in the future.’

5% Credential Lookup, Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions, accessed Feb. 28, 2020, available at
hitps://wdfi.org/ice/berg/Registration/OrgCredentiatSearchResultsaspx ?Credential Ty pe=800&: LicenseNumber=& Fi
rmName=american+majority.

> 2018 Return of Private Foundation, Form 990, The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc., filed Nov. 13,
2019, available at hitips://projects.propublica.org/monprofits/display_990/396037928/12 2019 prefixes 38-
42962F396037928 201812 990PF 2019122716981869.

% 2017 Return of Private Foundation, Form 990, The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Inc., filed Nov. 12,
2018, available ai https://projecis.propublica.org/nonprofits/dispiay 990/396037928/02 2019 prefixes 38«
41%2F396037928 201712 99GPE 2019020716072237; 2016 Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax,
Form 990, American Majority Inc., Form 199, Statement 1, prepared Nov. 14, 2017, available ar
httpsy/www . documentcloud.org/documents/6 78866 7-American-Malority-20 16-Form-990.html; 2015 Return of
Organization Exempt from Income Tax, Form 990, American Majority Inc., Form 199, Statement 1, prepared Jan,
12,2017, available at hitps://www docurmenteloud. org/documents/6 7886 70-American-Majority-201 3-Form-

950 hunl.

% Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for 2016 and 2015, American Majority, Inc., Nov. 15,
2017, available ar hitps://www.documenicloud.org/documents/6788674- American-Majoritv-2016-Audit. html.
572016 Return of Private Foundation, Form 990, Einhorn Family Foundation Inc, filed April 28, 2017, available at
htips://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/oresanizations/396643717/201721219349101027/IRS9S0PF: 2013 Return
of Private Foundation, Form 990, John N & Kathleen S MacDonough Foundation Inc., filed May 14, 2014,
aveilable at htipsy//projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/oreanizations/39 1924028/20144 13493491003 19/IRSO00PFE.
# hitps/www. americanmajority. ore/wisconsin/ hitps://www.americanmajority org/evenis/anpleton-wi-new-
izaders-training/.

¥ https//www.americanmajority.org/bloe-2/32-american-majority -rained-new-leaders-win/.
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California

AM registered as a charity with the Attorney General of California on September 22,
2009.50 AMA registered on August 9, 2013. Since then, both organizations have ceased to
maintain their registration. On January 9, 2017, the Attorney General issued a delinquency notice
to AMA highlighting several problems with AMA’s registration. On July 9, 2018, the Attorney
General issued a final notice of revocation, which, according to the Attorney General’s website,
was ultimately revoked on January 11,2019. On February 7, 2020, the Attorney General issued a
notice of intent to suspend AM following several problems with AM’s registration paperwork,

Despite its problematic registration, AM has continued to receive contributions in
California. In 2014, the Jim Hicks Family Foundation, which 1s based in Hacienda Heights,
California, contributed to AM.®' In 2015, the Motion Picture Association of America, which is
based in Sherman Oaks, California, contributed to AM.%? In 2017, the Lebherz Family Foundation,
based in San Mateo, California, contributed to AM.

Alleged Viclations

Excessive Political Spending

A section 501(c){4) organization may participate in political activities provided that those
activities are not the primary purpose of the organization.®! In determining whether a particular
activity is political campaign activity, the IRS will Jook at all relevant facts and circumstances.®
Accordingly, some activities that are not explicitly regulated under state or federal campaign
finance law may be still be considered to be political campaign activities under the Code. Factors
the IRS considers in determining whether an activity should be treated as political campaign
activity, include but are not limited to:

» whether an individual is identified in her capacity as a candidate instead of as a
public official;

¢ whether the activity occurred during an electoral campaign, targeted at voters in a
particular election;

¢ whether it identifies a candidate’s position on a public policy issue that has been
raised during the campaign to distinguish the candidate from others; and,

8 Registry Verification Search, California Office of the Attormey General, available at

hitp/retdol.ca gov/Verification/Web/Search.aspx Hacility=Y,

61 2014 Return of Private Foundation, Form 990, The Jim Hicks Family Foundation, filed Feb. 9, 2016, available at
hitps//orojecis.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/271337705/201 620409349 1 00207/ IR S990PE.

622015 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax, Form 990, Motion Picture Association of America, filed
Nov. 2, 2016, available at

htps-/projects. propublica org/nonprofifs/organizations/ 13 1068220/20 161 32093493095 86/IRS990S chedulel.

632017 Return of Private Foundation, Form 990, The Lebherz Family Foundation, filed Nov. 14, 2018, available at
https:projects.oropublica.ore/nonprofits/oreanizations/2 73048346/ 20 1 R4A3 189349 10 324/IR 8990PF.

8 Treas. Reg. § 1.501(c)(4)-1(a)(2).

5 Rev. Rul. 2004-6 LR.B. (Jan. 26, 2004), See also Rev. Rul. 2007-41, 2007-25 T.R.B. (June 18, 2007) (discussing
what is “political” activity under the Code in the context of prohibited activities by a section 301(c}(3) organization}.
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e whether it is part of an ongoing advocacy campaign on public policy issues. %

The limitation on political activity is implicit in the statutory requirement that a section
501(c)(4) organization must be “operated exclusively for the promotion of social welfare” and that
political activity is not promoting social welfare.®”  IRS regulations state that “operated
exclusively” means “primarily engaged in” but no exact percentage or test has been provided to
determine when an organization may be found to operating with a political purpose instead of one
for the betterment of social welfare. “Primarily” therefore suggests that political activity must at
least be less than 50 percent.

Although there are no numerical guidelines as to the precise level of political campaign
activity that would be impermissible for a 501(c)(4) organization, the IRS’s creation of a
streamlined application option available to certain section 501(c)(4) applicant organizations offers
some indication of acceptable spending and activity levels. Organizations can receive 501(c)(4)
status more quickly if they can certify: (i) they devote 60 percent or more of their spending and
time on activities that promote social welfare, and (ii) political campaign intervention consumes
40 percent or less of both their spending and time.®®* AMA cannot make such a certification,
especially during election years.

AMA’s activities, however’ clearly violate this threshold. As noted above, in 2016, AMA
spent more than 85 percent of its expenditures on politics, far exceeding the 50 percent threshold.

Fuailure to Accurately Disclose Donor Information

As noted above, according to AM’s returns uploaded on Guidestar, AM appears to have
submitted incorrect information regarding a major donor to the state of California on its 2015 or
2016 990s or both. Notably, the California return states:

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that [ have examined this return, including
accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and
belief, it ts true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than
taxpayer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

Additionally, Califormia Government Code Section 12591.1(a) states that anyone who violates any
provision of the Uniform Supervision of Trustees for Charitable Purposes Act may be liable for
civil penalties of up to $10,000 and Section 12591.1(b)(2) states that the Attorney General may

% Rev. Rul. 2004-6 L.R.B. (Jan. 26, 2004).

7 Treas. Reg. § 1.501(c){4)-1(a)(2)(ii).

8 IRS Fact Sheet 2013-8, /RS Offers New Streamlined Option to Certain 501(c)(4) Groups Caught in Application
Backlog, June 2013 (FS 2013-8, 06/24/2013).
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IRS EO Classification
July 30, 2020
Page 14

issue a cease and desist letter to anyone who “[h]as made a material false statement in an
application, statement, or report required to be filed...”®

Related Transactions

AM and AMA have used their nonprofit status to preside over a web of interlocking
transactions involving multiple nonprofit and for-profit entities. The organizations have disclosed
some but not all of these transactions to the IRS. Additionally, the nonprofits have provided
substantial sums of money to for profit entities, yet they have received little in return. Given this
complicated web of transactions, it is incumbent on the IRS, DFI, and the California Attorney
General to determine whether any of these disclosed transactions or other undisclosed transactions
violated the nonprofits’ tax-exempt status.

Conclusion

Tax-exempt status is a privilege and organizations that receive that status must adhere to
the federal and state laws governing nonprofits. AM and AMA appear to have directly violated
laws governing spending on politics. The organizations may have violated other provisions
requiring the accurate disclosure of their donors and conducting inappropriate transactions with
related entities. Therefore, CfA requests that the IRS, DFI, and the California Attorney General
investigate AM and AMA and, if they have violated the law, assess appropriate penalties for the
organizations.

Sincerely,

Daniel E. Stevens
Executive Director

Encls: Form 13909
Form 2255
Form CT-9

5 hitps://oae ca.eovisites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/charities/sov-12580- 125998 pdf.
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jefile GRAPHIC print - PO NOT PROCESS ] As Filed Data - §

DLN: 9349331319863Y9]

rm990

Department of the
Treawun
Intermal Reventie Service

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax

_.J Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a){1) of the Internal Revenue Code {except private foundations}
P Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made pubiic

» Go to www.irs.gov/Fornt990 for instructions and the latest infoermation.

OCMB No 1545-0047

2018

Open to Public
Inspection

A For the 2019 calendar year, or tax year beginning 01-01-2018

, and ending 12-31-2018

C Name of arganization

B Check if applicable AMERICAN MAICRITY ACTION INC

[ Address change
[ Name change

D Employer identification number

26-3594713

O fnibal return Doing business as

O Final return/termnated

E Telephone number

[0 Amended return
[ Apphicatian pending

Number and street {or P O box If mail 1s not delivered to street address)
PO BOX 309

Roomfsuite

(540) 338-1251

City or town, state or pravince, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code
PURCELLVILLE, VA 20134

G Gross receipts s 848,205

F Name znd address of principal officer

I Tex-exempt status

D 508{c)(3) S01(c}( 4} A (insert no ) I:I 4947(a)(1) or D 527

J Website: » AMERICANMAJORITYACTICN ORG

neluded?

H{a) Isthis a group return for

NED RYUN

PO BOX 309 subordinates? Clves ¥no
Are all subordinat

PURCELLVILLE, VA_ 20134 H(b) Are a: subordinates Oves Cvo

If "No," attach a list (see instructions}

H(c) Group exemption number »

K Form of orgamzabion Corporation I:I Trust D Associzbon D Other #

Summary

L Year of formatron 2010

M State of legal domucile VA

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities
© PROMOTING SOCIAL WELFARE AND CIVIC BETTERMENT THROUGH PROMOTION OF CONSERVATIVE PRINCIPLES
]
&
E
3 2 Check this box » [ if the organization discontinued Its operations or disposed of more than 25% of (ks pet assets
o 3 Number of voting members of the governing body {Part VI, line 1a) . . 3 3
:C: 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing bedy (Parl Vi, kine 1b) 4 2
& 5 Total number of Individuals employed In calendar year 2018 (Part v, ine 2a} . 5 6
E 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate If necessary) . .« . .+ « .« . o 6 8
2 7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIIi, column (C}, hne 12 7a 0
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, ine 34 . . . 7b 0
Prior Year Current Year
- 8 Contributions and grants {Part VIIl, ine 1h) 500,000 846,500
é 9 Program service revenue {Parl VI3, kne 2g) . . . . . 0 4]
é 10 Investment income (Part Vill, celumn (A), fines 3, 4, and 7d ) 85 122
11 Okher revenue {Part VIil, column (A), ltnes 5, 6d, Bc, S¢c, 10c, and 1le) 0 1,583
12 Total revenue—add lines 8 through 11 {must equal Parl VI, column (A}, fine 12} 500,065 848,205
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), ines 1-3} . . . 0| 71,320
14 Benefits paid to or for members {Part IX, column (A}, lined4) . . . . 0 0
P 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part1X, column (A}, lines 5-10) 146,881 395,879
¥ 1 16a Professicnal fundraising fees {Part iX, column (A}, ine 11e) o} 0
g b Total fundraising expenses (Part [X, cotumn {D), line 25) B78,312
d 17 Other expenses (Part X, column (A), hnes 1la-11d, 11f-24e) . 85,570 536,037
18 Total expenses Add hines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A}, line 25) 232,451 1,003,236
19 Revenue less expenses Subtract line 18 from hne 12 . 267,614 -155,031
% 2 Beginming of Current Year End of Year
2%
:3: 20 Total assets (Part X, line 16} , 385,096 210,259
:..:"'g 21 Total habilities {Part X, Iine 26) . 34,147 33,545
ZZ |22 Net assets or fund balances Subtract line 21 fram kne 20 . 350,949 176,714

Part It Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have exarmined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best ef my
knowledge and belief, it 1s true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) i1s based on alt infermation of which preparer has

any knowledge

TEFcex 2019-11-14
. Signature of officer Cate

Sign
Here NED ¢ RYUN CEQ

Type or print name and title

Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date D PTIN
. 2019-11-13 { Check if | poiz27829
Pa 1 d self-employed
Preparer Firm's name ¥ SPOMSEL CPA GROUP LLC Firm's EIN P 27-0851983
Use Only Firm's address P 251 N [LLINOIS ST STE 450 Phane no {317) 608-6699
INDEANAPOLIS, IN 46204 ETH.R7

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown abecve? {see Instructions) . Myes [No
Ene Danarurnrl Dadicdinn Ack Makicra con tha canarata Thotrisntinne e Ala 44O Cmee ARA FAN AN
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From: Hunter Hamberlin

To: Ben Leman
Subject: ALEC Membership Renewat 2020
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 9:13:06 AM

Hi Representative Leman,

My name is Hunter Hamberlin and | am the ALEC Legislative Outreach Coordinator for Texas.

Your annual ALEC Membership will be ending at the end of 2020 and will be up for renewal. We do
not want you to miss out on the valuable ALEC resources that you have been taking advantage of
since 2019.

The demand of everyday life from your family, to your career, to your other obligations, can wear
you thin. As you've come to expect throughout your membership, the entire ALEC team is at your
beckon call to provide decisionmakers with the necessary tools to create free-market policy
solutions that your constituents deserve.

Beyond industry-leading policy rescurces, your ALEC Membership cames with access to technology
resources such as ALEC CARE and CONNECT.

ALEC CARE, the exclusive CRM tool for members, allows you to keep track of constituent research
and engagement to better serve your community. CARE allows you to customize constituent
profiles, set up push text messages, and visualize data trends to improve legislative interactions. This
program, developed by VoterGravity, typically costs legislators thousands of dollars. CARE is just one
of the many great member benefits you get with your ALEC membership.

ALEC CONNECT, an online collaboration space for the 215 century, puts the ALEC national network
of state leaders and partners at your fingertips. On ALEC CONNECT, you can join discussion pages to
collaborate with partners, register for upcoming meetings, view the ALEC events calendar and much
more.

With the winter meeting around the corner, renew today as legislators around the country come
together to set their 2021 agendas.

Renew your membership by replying to this email or complete the online form at; www.alec.org/join
As always, please let me know if you have any questions at 770-363-6076 or hhamberlin@alec.org.

Thank you,
Hunter C. Hamberlin
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WE TURN DATA INTO VUTEE—WE ENGINEER VICTORY

Voter Gravity is a map and mobhile-based voter contact platform with an integrated suite of tools.
We place powerful data and user-friendly technology into the hands of political campaigns and
groups of every size.

Voter Gravity is an approved mobile app vendor of the Republican National Committee and fully
integrated with the RNC’s database. Clients access voter data, connect with voters through mobile
canvassing, conduct surveys and phone banks, and analyze results via a user-friendly dashboard.

Voter Gravity Features

Voter Data: Access a statewide voter database with vote histories and rooftop geocodes. Pinpoint any voter in
seconds with maps from Esri and its ArcGIS {Geographic Information System) maps and data.

RN Customer Relationship Management System {CRM): Better understand and manage donors, voters, and
volunteers with editabie individual profiles. Quickly create walk-lists and call-lists based on targeted criteria.

Customized Dynamic Surveys: Build and run an unlimited amount of surveys simultaneously for door knocking,
phone banks or events. Smoothly switch surveys an a mobile device while speaking with voters at their doorsteps.

Mobile Canvassing: Gather voter data with any mobile device. Pull up walk-lists and run surveys that upon
completion upload to the Voter Gravity database in real-time.

Phone System: Run a live phone bank with the Voter Gravity phone system or run an automated touch-tone survey
“Rash poll” on candidates and issues of any targeted voter universe you choose. Predictive dialing can alsa be set
up through the Voter Gravity system to re-target voters.

Web-based Integration Tools: Integrate with hundreds of web apps including Facebook, MailChimp, Anedot,
Survey Monkey, and Eventbrite
in an automated process.

Campaign Intelligence
Dashboard: Track and
manage your campaign with
the intelligence Dashboard
that gives you a real-time
visualization of your most
important data-points.

t CARRIER

* amEd Hama
B e
3

Striketists

Website Setup: Clients can
receive a fully-built and
integrated website that is
desktop, tablet, and mobile
friendly, secure, stable,
integrated, and SEO charged.

24/7 Support: Rely on a

dedicated support team. In
addition to a self-help center,
our team of full-time software
engineers is on call 24/7.

Rally

Walklists assigned to you
£
H WesiChestar1s_064

WestChester{G_0¢2

WasiChester1g_00G3

votergravity.com ¢ sales@votergravity.com  513-370-3573 ETH-74



£ Geat Tracking

Targeted, Insightful and Immediate Information

With all of its features, Voter Gravity produces targeted, insightful and immediate information about voters, donors, and
activists that mean the most to a campaign. Easily access all of the voter data you need and turn that data into votes.

Pricing
NMUMBER OF VOTERS IN ACCOUNT MOMTHLY FEE

50,000 - 150,000 5240 - Larger state house and smaller counties

$999 - Large county, Congressional, up to small
statewide

300,000 - 1,500,000

LARGER STATEWIDE PRICING MONTHLY FEE

3,000,000 to 5,000,000

8,000,000 to 10,000,000

We challenge you to take voter contact to the next level. Contact our team at sales@votergravity.com or register for a

demo at votergravity.com/demao.
L I TURNING DATA m votes

votergravity.com ETH-75
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Norm Moore

From: Wil Davies <wdavies@alec.org>

Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 1:10 PM

To: Sine Kerr; Russelt Smoldon’; T.J. Shope

Ce: Emily Rice

Subject: ALEC State Chair Call Follow Up
Attachments: Arizona ALEC Membership Document.docx
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: FHagged

Hello Everyone,

| wanted to pass along the document Bill and | referenced during the call we had on Tuesday. The document has folks
whose memberships are current, those whose memberships expired at the end of 2020 and those whose memberships
expired at the end of 2019 or later. It also contains the amount of money in the travel reimbursement fund.

Below are some top-line things we covered during the call. Also, there will be a FAQ sheet in the State Chair Box we are
sending out next week with everything you need to know.

State Chair Monthly Touch Points

Week 1-Action Item Sent the First Wednesday of Every Month — This updates you on the ALEC agenda for the
month and a recruitment letter that is tailored for you to send to your delegation.

Week 2-The State Chairs Call Agenda and Calendar Invite and the State intelligence Digest: The agenda is what
you should expect and look forward to the following week and the State Inteiligence Digest is a comprehensive
document put together by the membership team that highlights the palitical news and events happening in all
50 States.

Week 3-The State Chairs Call on the 3™ Friday of every month at Noon EST: This 30-40 minute call serves as a
chack-in call. State Chairs hear about what is taking place at ALEC, they hear from an outside speaker such as
polister Scott Rasmussen or an ALEC policy expert who talks about a hot button policy issue taking place in the
states.

Week 4-State Intelligence Digest is sent out

New iViember Information

Membership Costs: $100 a year
New this year...the ability to join two task forces.
Within a week of joining they get a call from their membership representative.
They receive a new member packet that has a welcome letter confirming their membership and task force,
relevant information related to their Task Force choice, ALEC Member benefits such as CARE, CONNECT and
other valuable information.
4-week email series
o Woelcome to ALEC
o Taskforce information
o Policy Resources
o Breakdown of ALEC Member Benefits (CARE and CONNECT}
= CARE-Constituent Analytic Research Exchange is a CRM that allows legislators to communicate
effectively with their constituents. This software would cost $3,000 if bought by a member, but
is a member henefit.

ETH-77



s CONNECT-Half search engine, half online forum. CONNECT is designed to help members find the
policy decuments they need while also ailowing dialogue between legislators from all parts of
the country.

| know things are in limbo in Arizona on whether the session will be in person or virtual. Once those details get
hammered out, | wilt be happy to schedule an issue briefing on whatever y’all would like.

All the best,

Will

Will Davies

Manager, Member Engagement
American Legisiative Exchange Council
0:571-482-5033

wiavies@alec.org

Upcoming Meetings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, 5alt Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Policy Surmmit, December 1 - 3, 5an Diego CA
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EVOtergrﬁVity HOME ABOUT FEATURES BLOG RESOURCES PARTNERS DEMO LOGIN ]

Voter Gravity empowers campaigns to unleash their voler contact efforts, making your strategy
bigger, faster, and more targeted than ever before.

Let’s start a canversation today. Fill out the form below to get started.

Fuli Name * Grganization

Email *

Phone

Are you interested in speaking with someone about your direct mail or printing needs? *

[Yes v}

Are you a member of the American Legislative Exchange Councit?

[Yes V]

What else?

Please share any other thoupghts or backpraund informatien we should know before contacting you.

additional questions / comments

‘ Submil }

ETH-81



G puR BUSERALED IBT0A
iy (81204 3G i duws
11 01 SBIPMIS PEOIUMGH

BUIGLIA O ASY
SEALUES DUNCIS 9] AR SIS DY L

Jufieduss
SO0 A0} AL NG B 1330 500

SUORIA[F SITRAL RIpIN [RI20S MGH

s, O3 JO33E A

“§ayouai] syl Ui

NM/AM R Dok GW30 SuINLEwd

funeiBision[ 3y

ETH-82



e

N0

SELLIOIN

QMaa

pue

s

sRpdn

SUINLUVL

TRIURISISER Jalling

30§ 5N 10BIUCT ©1 394y 1994 aseaid oy Sumoo; aunok

AIARID ST/, WIOH 1B PULE 3, UOD NOA L M0|E0 USTING BY3 MOY0)

f

SMBL BAISHINS 3ABDY ageaid ‘suoHInasLi Rdiey pue poddns 1asn oy

SI2UNCSIY brlei:) SEANLYIT flatercig FOH

ETH-83



-

&3 €00 09153y ST

i

Z00 0143359 59

&

& L0 0148153 1S3

noA o) peubjsse SIS

& Atey

¥ SisieAIS

k-]
”
# FReE B

s W S
L-F-F 3

fRa
{=

e

AR,
priiers g <

HISHaRINS g

B AW B

G A IR

LRI IaS BTN, 5
g Fadiid ™y

PRI T

wiRuRp 5

o oo

D

ARG

ETH-84



eI LT

e e L U R A rin e P L e TR

H3dNA AF1SE4 QT0L

Tt

[RIPEN

g AR 4 €]

Fi.
2IE[] JRI0A

SI0Z APNGT:

wang

| o Bssodant uo wtn nel oG

OLEARUS Anaairg

€1-800

fotoamn s el Burte, Ly

FA LMOPIIND B

i

TS DRLGS 0N T

PusCREEC | bustn 8

e et O EOOLSEC

ETH-85



ETH-86

eweqe|y Jo AlIsiaAlun 2yl ‘@auslds |ea111|0d JO 10559)01d 1UelsIssy ‘AaimeH abi1oan g Ag

BUulISSEAURD) JD]10A “3094 MOUY 0] poaN SaAljeiadQ uedijgnday 1BUAA

:S9Yduail ayj uj



F310A OENL YIWQ DNENHNL

Wod'AADIBISIOA

> 10.10)10A

‘s[jod @yl 01 w2y} 193 pue sisloa jepualod JnNoA yoeas ol moy Joj 3oueping
jnyasn sapiaosd a4n1elali| 22ua12s jealijod syl ‘Aj9leunnoS "19elU0D JB10A
9ALD9Y2 aunsse 0] YZnous jou i auoje AS0|0uYD9) PadUBAPE JSADMOH

"SI2Y30 JOJ JJOM UBD WdY}

10} payJom 1BYAA ‘[eJinau AjjediS8ojoapi ale yels uSiedwed s,juapisaid ayy
Aq pajuswaidwi sanbiuyssl sy "ASojouydal uSiedwes ul yead mau e
pajuasaidas uSiedwed uolda|PaL S EWEYQ JUSPISAI4 "uSiedwed pajadie)
Aj@si1oa.d e 31euipJooo 01 5151xa AZojouyaal ay3 1eyl S1 smau poos ay |

‘pa3a8iey Apadoud

3q 1shuw s1Joys Suisseaurd ‘aanaya aq o] ‘uSiedwed Aue jo Aypowwod
SNo234d B S| — S1933UN|OA JO 1Y) PUB UMO §,3)EPIPUED B — 3Wi] "3SIMIDYI0
papenstad aq jouues pue sjepipued Suisoddo 3yl 4o} SUROA 01 PAPHILILLOD
24e A3Y1 JI [|29400p S,2U03WOS Sul 01 dWL JO I1SEM S| ]| "pooyJoqysiau e
Ul JOOP AJ2AD UO 20Uy 0} ISUIS SN AJaJel 3| "SALINPOJdIUNOD UIAR
JO 559|95N 3q Ued } ‘A|3032J100 PaIdNPUOD JOU SI i ‘DSI0M UDAT “JJOM pUeyY
JO 510| pue 3w} Jo JuUNowWe |Bss0jod e saJinbal Suisseaued ‘Aj@leunuojun

"109[qns oy} Jo suejoyss Jofew Aq payoseads suoisnjpuod

paindsipun ma) 9Y3 JO U0 sujewal 3ulsseaued Jo Aljn ayjl pue
‘Buludiedwed Jo SUBSW SNOLIRA JO SSDUBALIDDYS SY) PRI1BgIpP pue pazAjeue
DARY SISLIUDIDS [e21jod ‘SDpeIDP JOH 'SIDI0A |BNIDE YHM JDBIUOD 92B)-0)
-92e} $183q 3uIylou ‘BuISIIAPE HIIIS PUB $IUBYNSUOI dAISURdXa Jo a3e sy}
Ui USA] BuISSBAURD JOOP-01-J00P :153P|0 3y} O5|e 5| spoylaw udledwed
SALIB4D 1S0W Y1 JO U0 ‘SIT0A 1IN0 Suluiny Ajjenide 0} S3WO0d H U3YM

uoi}dNpoJiu]

ETH-87



wos AaIBIajon

< B10A O BpBIo8P i9le] 0] A
240l S8lUodeq Uosiad siul
‘s3i0ii0 ubBleduies 0} pasodxa
5] 2104 03 BUi0OB 10U S 3YS 40
2y SUIBID CUM SUCIUIOS UsU

"S1910A PRPUlU] UBY] SI910A-UOU P3puUalul uo Pedw; Jojeals e
sey Suisseaued ‘Ajjuepiodul] ‘3110199[3 Y} JO SIUBLB|D JUBJRHIP
uo 1034 Jua1aylp e sey Juisseaued 419304 Jeyl Supou yliom si i

"GTS @4 pinom 3104
13d 1502 ay1 4noy 4ad s}opjuod Jybra saxpul 13SSDALDI

abp.1anp ayy 10y3 autbowi am fi ‘pajgnop anpy Ajqownsaad
pinom inoy ad 53001U02 3y} ‘dn 31ds s135SDAUDI fO SWD3}
ayl poy 4oop Aiana o1 dn siod uf Juam osfo 1ng sapd ui
PafanDi} AfUC 10U SISSDAUDY $31]$ 353Y7 U] 1043 190f 3y}
s102ffat 24nBLf s1y1 1ng Unoy Jad $51903U02 AL SDM 3104 Y]
‘inpd 1S pup ybia[py uj unoy 4ad sia10a jybia pa3Ioiuod
54355DAUDD ‘Si00p Judlaffip payapoiddp inq sijpd uj
P3jaADIY SIFSSDAUDD 4aym ‘Snqunjo pup podabplig

10f spJ023.4 410 01 BuIp10Y Unoy Jad 0TS J0 3304 D 1D
saayiom ubpdwind a4py 03 a4am auo asoddns ubiodwpd
NLOD 3[pas 3bapt p 40f sajdwy Buiputf siyi 10Ym Japisuor

$3L0A CGLIN} G YLYA DNINWAL

10Io10A

juzziad €5 AQ INouIng S23104
STSEIUIU] BOBETIIGOW J210A 208033084

:9suadxa

24l yuom ag pue 10949 aalssasdw ue aaey ued Juisseaued J210A
‘9]eds adie| e je ‘(2910A |eUOLIPPE UB UIRI 0] AIBSSIIAU Alam
S1310A Yim S10BIUOD 2J8)-01-338) A|IM] SB M3} SE Jeyl papn|auod
4a1ym) SUOLI3[3 |BI0| Ul SUISSBAURS JO APN3S €00T B 4O UDISN|DUOD
91 Ul pa1ou Aay) sy “1eajap pue AJI03IIA USBMIR(] BIUBIBYIP

IY1 e UED 1IBIU0D JIL0A 2ARIBYS ‘BIed Y34 e U ,"10ejuod
SJ9SSEAUED JBL] S19]0A U231IN0Y AIDAS 104 POIRIDUIS S| DJ0A
Jeuoilppe auo eyl papnjauod Ayl ‘Yo4easal Jueal|al ay} ||e jo
uopeurwexs y3noloyl J12yl Uo paseq 'InouIN} $1S00q SuUisseAued
1910A 1841 $31821p Ul 193[gNSs ay3 uo ysJieasal |je jo Ayiolew
SUIW|aYMISA0 aY] 1eY] pUnoy JagJan pue uaaln) ‘Suisseaued
1210A U0 PaNPUOD $31PNISs J0[ew aY) ||e JO sisA|eue sy} uj

wAPeIg pue ‘uewzolyss ‘eqIIA pue USSUBH PUB BUOISUISOY

AQ paonpuol 350Y3 $B YINS ‘saIPNIS JOP|0 YHM JuaniSuod ale
$3INS3J 3SIY | ,'UO[DII|D |BIO] B Ul passeAurd 3soy) Suowe Juadiad
£6 AQ Inouin) 1910A S3SERIIUI UOLIEZI|IqOW JI10A 3JB)-01-338)
1eyl palewnsa Aayl ‘Apnis 9oz e u) ‘senbjuyoae; uSiedwen jo
S1B|0YIS PAUMOUII JSOW BY] Je J2QJa5 UB|y pue u3alg pjeuo(

SHIOM BUlsSSeAURD 1D)0A

ETH-88



wodAlADIBISIOA

SIL0A OLNI

A

‘sjjenid sey siyl UaAD UIASMOH "YSe O} S| uonesyuIp!
Aped s,1210A e 3UIWIRIBP 03 AeM 153 Y] ‘SAWINRUSYD

‘Aped e 031 Buo|aq AjjewJoy Jou op Inq B[2A3 uoIIR

|e42ua8 AJaAd u Aled |eonijod e poddns Ajpualsisuos sjdoad
Auew ‘Ajpuepodw) 310 "SUOLI|D JUSIAJ || Ul uedljgnday
Po10A A|JUS1SISUOD dARY Ing ‘O8e sapedsp Alled Jneldowa( 2yl
paulof 519104 Japjo AUBLWI AJ3YM YInos 3y} ul wisjqoad JejnonJed
B 3¢ UBD SIY] ‘91Ep JO 1IN0 3we23q ued sdunsij Aped |enwo

"ySnoua 10u aie Adyi 1nqg ‘e|qesuadsiput
90 Ued 5151 959Y3 ‘SI910A 2402 JNOA SUIAJUBP] UBYAA

YLlva 9NINEAL

19]0A

-s19yuap1 Aled juioduid 03 noA moj|e
osje ued salewd pasopd ul SUNOA Jo sploday ‘a|qe|leae Ajdlgnd
aJe s3s1| diysiequiaw 39say3 pue ‘sanJed |eanljod jo sisquuaw se
12151824 Ajjeayinads s1910A ‘S31e)1S AuBW U] "SISYL0 Ul ueyl sa1el1s

DWOS Ul 1915e S| S1910A }98.1e3 03 uoneaynuapi Aned 3uisn

JOIABYD( JD10A SPIpaJd 1 9snedsq uelioduw s1 uoneaynuapl
Aneq ‘sasodind uno 4oy Jueliodwi Jou ale uonedynuapl Alied

J0 51001 3y} Uanamoy ‘Ajplewnn 4, Axed 1eyl uopueqge Aew am
‘saw021n0 asiom o1 Suipes| s poddns AjjeaidAl am Aled syl

J — dduewaopad JUsWUIDAOE Jo ,S31jje1 Buluund,, JNO JO }Nsal
a3 2Je sannuapi uesued ino eyl pandie sey 1spuaids jeaniod
Juaulwold ¥ ,,SUIUIP! [B120S ASY JNO WOUY SWJS uoeIyauapl
Aped jey) pandie aaey s1ayi0 ., POOYP[IY2 se Ajled se Bunaels
‘uonez||ePOS AjJE3 WOL) SWIIs uoneaynuapl Aued jeyl pualuod
3waos ‘uonesynuapt Ajsed jo ssuoayl Bugadwod Auew aue a1y

‘uolssaidap do sem e

1| }20ys snouadoxa Jofew e Jo sauasqe syl Ui spoluad 3uo| Jano
91qels st ucnesynuap! Aued ‘sjdoad 1sow Jo4 "aWO0I 0} SUOLIB|D

AuewW pPUE UOLIBID SIY} UJ JOJ DI0A {|IM BYS JO 3 oym jo 1opd1paud
inysamod e si SaylUIpP! JIS10A B Yaiym yum Aned ay) -Aimuad 07
3Y3 ul 32u312s jeanljod jo s3uipuy Juepodwi 3SOW a3 JO U SEM
D2I0YI 910A 01 STWOD U udym uonedsynuapl Aped jo Asewnd ay)

A3) s1 uonesynuapl Ayied ‘©3104d 910A 03] S2WOI )} UBYAA

ETH-89



wooAjaniBiajon

£210n OLN

A

faulioy 10) poios abelusdiad

S1eJo0Wa(] x @

"$314083182 334Y] Y}IM 3|gBIIBA B SE pPa1EdJ] S
uoneoynuapi Aued uaym uoungisip ayl 1e YOo| e 3ye} S,19( 15414

‘uonesynusp! Aued pajels J1ayl uo paseq sjudpuodsal

JO 921042 310A 31 935 M MO|3g ‘UonI3|d jenuaplsald ZT0T
9yl 3uninp palanpuod ‘Apnis UoRI3(] |BUOLEN UBDIBWY
1UD231 150W 3Y3 1e JOO| UED aM ‘UB3W | JeYm 1BJISUOLWISP O]

‘Ajed

J13Y3 01 pajedipap aJow aq Aew Aay) ‘1084 u ,Aued jeanljod
e SugJoddns 03 Jwpe AjPjeipaww) oym 3|doad se uesuled se
1snfuayo ale sisues)|, Juapuadapul asay) ‘Apueriodul 10\
"udaq sey sAem|e pue ‘[|ews Ajjeniae si syuspuadaput anJy 4o
Jaqunu ay | 1ayio syl Jano Aued suo Suliaieid o3 Jwpe
[lim spuspuadapul pa)|ea-0s asayl 4O 1SOW 1BY3 INO SUIN} 3|

Yiv¥O DNINENL

19]0A

«¢32UdJa)a1d OU 3ARY NOA Op 1O ‘sleldowa(] a3yl

10 suedignday ay) pJemol 310w uea| noA Aes noA pjnom ‘asooyd
01 pey noA j|,, :uousanb Suimoljoy ay3 syuapuadapul paqliasap
-4|95 XSk 01 §1 SAaAINS 32uads |eamjod ul ainpadold uowwod 3y |

«Jerowsaq 3uouis, 03 ,uedlgnday

8uouis, wodj Suidued ‘Bleas Julod-uUdAaS B SB uoReIYIUIP)
Ajied 1eau1 AjleaidAl mou app “uonsanb dn-mojoy Juepoduws

UE pP)SE 3¢ 0] Papasu S13J0A 1Byl JED|D BWEID] }] 'SBN|BA
a|q1ssod aa4y3 Ajuo Yylm a|geLiea e se pazja0391ed aq 10U p|noys
uonedsynuapl Aled 1ey) pausea| aauls aAeY S3SLUIIIS |BINI(Od

‘uoneIYISSE[D 18 Y] YlIM JuanI8uod

10U sem 101ABY3q ULOA 113Y] Ing ,Iuspuadapul, SaAESWIY]
Fuijjed siem suedliaWY Auew ‘sap "aunjewaud aiam diysuesuaed
JO yieap ayi 1noge suonewe)dotd asay) Jeyl 3no pauiny 3

"9s1 0} paloadxs

sem 3unon 1920 Uds 'suoisap Supew uaym siaqe| uespied
01 uopuane a1 Aed pjnom s1310A pue uaalp Ajijeuostad pue
anssi aq pjnom sudledwed uaym ‘sonijod uedLIBWY Ul BI3 MBU
B palalus pey am eyl palejndads Auey "Aued jeonijod sy
duWeu 03 payse uaym ,Siuapuadspul, Se S3Aj9SWBY] paquosap
SUBJII3WY 310W pue 340N '91eJ 3ujwiee ue je sanled Jofew
0M] 2Y3 JO Jayla yiim Ajuuapi 01 SulSEaD 31aMm SUBIIIBWY
'9]qnoJy ul aJam saued [eanljod ay3 1eyl Sunedpul elep
PaulLLEXd SI0IBIUBWIWOI pue sJejoyds Auew ‘sg/gT 8y Sulng

£

PAOM JI9Y] je sjuapuadapul a)e] Ajpjeipawuwl 3 .uoq

ETH-90



wodAlAIBIa|OA

%l

il

T A

%SZ

= BMOCWRQ Suciis
e JRUSGUID HEDIAR

—ae J2IZ0UERT UES] — U pUBCIPU]

2puadapul 2ing

KREL

uedijgndey ues - wapuadapuy)

7% 0L

%48

UESIgNdsy HERM

uesigndey Sucig

A2ULIOM 0L DBI0A BBIUSIISd

‘Huouis 1ou

sem aouelda||e Aled Jiayl pies oym suedlgnday ueyl Asuwoy 1oy
D10A 01 Ajaxyyf aJows Ajjenioe aiam ‘Aueq uediqnday ay3 piemol
pauea| Aayl 12yl paniwpe ‘paysnd uaym ‘oym sjuapuadapu|

's1aylo ueyy udiedwes 1ncA woly uouUaNe alcw
DAI9S3P , S1udpuadapul, swos Aym Jes[d 3W039q pINOYS U MON

‘sadlawa ainyad
JUBJBYIP B UDAIMOY ‘saliodaled uesilied uno puedxa am uaypp

2107 ul Asuwioy 1sulede pajoa suspuadapul paquasap
-}19s Jo Aluolew Suodis e ygnoyy — 11|ds ale sjuapuadapui 1ey)
sieadde 1 ‘Aem siy1 uoneoynuapl Ajied JapIsuod am Uaypp

(*3U0D) pIOMm JI9Yy3] Je sjuspuadapul e} Ajojeipawwll 3 uoq

ETH-91



woo AlADIG IS0

§ILOA OLNI

Jay1oq 10U pjnoys uFiedwed e a1aym pue ‘sajoa o) Y0oo| p{noys
udiedwed e a19ym Inoge uolew.oul Juepodw spiatA siys ay||
sisAjeue Ajdwis AJan e uaA3 Inq ‘sas14R12BIRYD |EUOLIPRE 3PN|Ul
am se Aceundoe uno aaoclddwi am 1eyl anJl st 3| ‘pooyloqysiou
B]EISUMOP B 10 3|easdn ue ul paAl] J1910A SY3 JSYIaym pue

‘adA1 pooysoqysiau Yspuasd ‘edeu :siopipaud o1ydesSoss pue
JiydesSowap a|dwis Adaa anoy Suisn 2anSy syl polessudsd |

"N|ds AjusAa ale sdnoud
maj Ajpane(al pue ‘Aued suo jo salepipued a0 910A $814033182
J1ydesdowap ulenad Jo sadejuadlad a8ny 1eyy 99s Ajuieid ued

am ‘(USdD1 01 paisod 19A 10u 3le elep mel S0yl Ing ‘210z pasn
9ARY pPINOM {) 8007 WOJJ SUOI3|3 3SNOH 104 S|jod 1xa 1e SupjooT]
J0IARYD(Q 43]0A JO S10)a1paad 3[qen|ea uipwal ‘s|qe(ieae Ajdijgnd
3JE Y21yM ‘SoQsIialieleyd 13104 13410 1BY] S| smau pood 3y

‘921042 3304 Jo Jopipald
JuedyiusIs A|SALURISONS 10 A||EJ1S1e1S B 34 0] 35e3) A|ulepd
1SOWie {|1Mm S3UI[S3IY UBWISD UBY] 3JOW 317 YIsng syl SUOIWOS

YINO SNINENL P

12 I910A

13Y1aym ‘Blwodul pue ‘snieis jejitewl ‘diysisumo awoy ‘uoneno)

Jlydesdoad ‘@el ‘93e 10) BuljosIu0Dd JISYY 'SISEI AuBW Uj
snornds A|931| s1 J01ABYSQ J310A PUB SIIIOYD JIWNSUOI UMD
diysuonejas ayy ‘suo 104 "HOYD 3yl yom si 1eyy Ajpyiiun AJsa si
1 pue ‘@AIsuadx? S1 UOLBWIOUI JBWNSUOD JO puy siy} Suliayles

‘paynsnfun
sem Supasieloddiw noqe adAy sy 1eyl uotuido Aw st 3

8304 03 Sul08 sem

uosiad e moy noA pjol Ajpasoddns 1sdad 4o saddad uqg paisyaid
uosJad e 1aylaym sainqupe jeaontjod-uou AjSuiwass uo paseq
S1910A {enualod 1931e) Aj9s1aad 01 9|ge sem udledwed ysng syl
‘UOIIBWLIOJUI JBWNSUOD JO SJUNOWER 3AISSew Junejnwnie Aq jeyi
ples sem 1] ‘uoLI|d21 S 1uapisaid 2yl 10y udiedwed ysng 2y3 4o
sanbruyaay ,Bunssielosoiw,, pateonsiydos sy3 eangupue o3 yoinb
alam sisAjeue jeaniod ‘uonas|d |epuapisadd 007 2yl Suimolod

$9N|J 19}J0 ued Aayj 1nq ‘8d10yd

910A JO S10101paid }129349d J0U aJe suoijediyisse|d siydeibowaqg

'pesowsq A|Sulwaymiano ale sald S0yl Ul S1910A 3yl ygnoyl
UaA3 ‘03SiduUeld UeS pue uolsog ul ASuow Jo JO| e 3sjel 0} 3jqe aue
suedi|qnday “yoay2 e Aled anoA ayum 03 Suljim ajdoad Ayjeam
Auew uieluod ssajayisuou Aew Ajlunwwod jeyl ‘Ayed Suisoddo
3yl 10} 3104 1un 2lydet5033 e uiyyim sjdoad Jo Ayuolew a3ie) e

J UBAD 1Nq “S310A 0O 924Nn0s Jolew e se s3IUNWWOod uleu3d Jo
S}lIM 0} 9suUds sayew ) ,Asuow 3siel ued Aled Suisoddo ayy
a4aym ade|d e os|e Aj9y|| s| Ajded auo 01 Asuow Jo 10| e S3AIZ
1Byl AlUNWWOD B ‘paledisuowsp ysulwey pue ‘997 ‘adwio
sy ‘Aued ueadijgnday ayi Jo anul Aj|e12adsa s sly] $910A puy
ued 3l 34aym se awes 3yl 1ou s| Asuow puy ued Aled e ausypn

buljoa uejsiyied jo Aydeiboab

9Y3] se awes ayj jou si suoljeuop ubiedwed jo Aydeiboab ayl

ETH-92



e
BlBIN BUUM

WooAADIBIaJOA

S310A OLN Yi¥d aMINdAL

810A

£y

3304 18U3 2BRlUSIIDd

ETH-93



wWooApaniBlajon

"JSOW 3y} sdanew J3SSEALRI DA10343 UB 3q 0} |BUOISSaj0ad

YaIym ‘, AHUNWIWOI §,4310A [equalod sy} Wo4) 3U03WOS YUm B 3¢ 0] pa3u 10U S30p U0 pue Juo| 3xe] 01 IAEY 10U S0P
Alleapt “1de1u00 Jeuossad 3yl s1 3 yanw Auaa sianew a8essaw  Sujuiely ‘uepodwi s1 Suiuiesy sadoad 3jIym (13104 [eguUaslod € 0]
3Y3 jo U300 ay1 1eyi quiod siyl 1e a3uapias 3Nl S1aJay]  uonewaoyul Juasald 15aq 01 moy a8ned Ajasidaud 03 3|qe aq Ay
"YIE3UINO J3]10A 01 SW0I 1 USYM SI3Y10 UBY] 3ANISYS 3J0W  {[IAR ;38eSSaw U0 ARlS 51331UNjonA |)IAn “Suisseaued Ja1oa u) a8e8ua
3Je s1duos ulelad 1aylaym ulsasip 01 paldwsne sAeY SIB|OYIS 0] 54831unjoa Jo Awle ue uo ulAjal Inoge pauladsuod aq Aew auQ

abessawl ayj ueyj) aiow
i9}1ew O} SWo9s poylaw ayj ‘Guisseaued J9]0A 0] SOWOD } UDYM

A1331] 10U s1 Bnsst S1Y3 ‘ysnd e InOYUAA "aNnssI Juerioduwl Alan
‘Ae@ uonos|3 aJow Jo suo uo Aued 1eyy yum aasdesip Aayl ing ‘Anted jeagijod

uo Aued s13y1 uopueqe o0} papensiad aq e JO SIsquiaw Se SaA|3sWay] 2guasap AjjeaidAl s1a1oa asay)

ued S1310A Yans ‘Ajjessual sijow 10 a8essaw ,, S1810A B|qepensiad, paj|ed 21e10133|3 3yl uiyum A1o8s3ed
ps1a8iel e yanouyl 1ayuis ‘anss| 1eyy saysnd e aqliasap spiaiys pue sn3A(|IH ‘Aeme pajaad 39 ued Aled
ugiedwes e )1 JonomoH ‘Aned Jenopaed e Joy Fuisoddo ay1 yum aielye oym asoyl 4O Auewl Ing ‘921042 910A

310A 01 UOISIPap Bulpuels Jiayl Aems 01 Sulod  Jo sioldipald Juentodwi 3sow ay) Jo 3uo s; Aued e yum Sunelyy

9jeplipued buisoddo ayj wolj
SI9]0A Aeme |9ad 0] pash aq ued pue ‘|ead aie sanssl 96pam

ETH-94



wooApapiBisloa

$3LON OLN

e Uogendinaid Suunp aseasdap 0} spual

sj|e2 auoyd }JO SSPUBALIAYS Y] "UOLBZI[IGOW JI10A 0] SOOI
11 UBYM BALDDYD S53] 24 01 SPUI] JaYy1eam Joy Ajgeuoseasun
Sunnp sin220 1ey) 3uisseaued 100p-01-100p ‘UOSEDI JDADIEYM
Jo4 ‘Zuisseaued Jo Adeays ayi spedw) Jayieam ay|

ax SIIUYID-00 AUe OYM SI95SRAUED Jajaad ‘@Fe1ane UO ‘SI1910A

~ Opnipe 21eldoiddeur ue ssaudxa pue Sulyiopd

JAISUDHO JEDM SIDSSBAURD DALIODYD 1SED| BY] "SOAI| J19Y3] Jo swlid
3y} ul synpe a1e pue ‘suszpd Suipuelsdn aq 01 Jeadde ‘oujod
‘Aj|euoissajoid passalp 1. SIFSSEAURD DALIDYS 10w Y] "noA
5|93 ApEJ|B 35UIS UOWIWIOD JBYM WILYUOD SIIPN]S [BIUdWIIadX]

sd|} |[njasn [eUOlIPPY

xx SUOISN|2UOD IB|ILUIS PaYyoeaJ UO1Add
pue wej , d1epipued e Joy Loddns aseasdul ued syueq suoyd
[B1213WILIO0D JO 3SN By} PUB SUISSBAUBD J00P-01-100p Y104 1By}

PUNO} XNEBUIIY UIAIY "3SBD 3y} S SIY3 1y 22uapiad Suljjadwod
3WOS 995 9M PUEB ‘Spull 3gueyd Aj|en1doe ued SUISSBAURD 13]10A
10U 1O 13Y13yMm PaIIPISUOD DABY SBIPNIS JO [NJPUBRY B IDAIMOH

"91qela4 A|apad sAem|e Jou sue sasuodsal pue

anisuadxa aJe Asyl Ing ‘anjea aaey SASAINS UORIJD-150d "dIIOYD
9]0A UO B1EP |ENPIAIPUI 3ABY 10U OP 3M 104 pa10oAa Aayl oym jou
INqg ‘pPa3oA uosiad e JaYIsym pIoIal $31B1S SSNEIAY "aINSeaw 0]
NIYp AjBUIpIORIIXS S| Ing ‘Juepodwiun 1o Sugsassquiun

s1 193[qns ay3 9sNeI3q 10U SI SIY| "PIUILUBXD SS53| SI 3/OYTF 310A
abupys Aj|lenioe ued SuISSBAURD JBYIRYANA ¢S|jod Y3 03 S1910A
198 Buisseaurd $30( 'INOUIN] JDI0A UO PISNIO0} dARY SuISSBAURD
I910A JO SIPBY3 Y} UO PIONPUOI $31PN1S |e 4o Aluolew sy

uoljensiad 19)0A pue jhoudn) 19)0A 0} juepodull s BUISSBAURD 19]10A

ETH-95



wod AunniBilalon

"UOS puB 3JIM SiY yUMm eweqepy ul a))| sAolua Ajuasaud ing
‘91€15 UOIBUIYSEAA 1SOMYHOU JO dANEU phoud e S| ADjmeH I

2 ‘uolBulysepn ul ddudldXd

}4OM JO SIEaA Sey 0S|e aH "UOISNOH JO AJISISAIUN DY 1B BUDIDS
[eanijod ul YA SIY paules pue ANSISAIUM UOIBUIYSEAA [BIJUID)
1€ 32u312s |eatjod pue wsieulnol ul sa3.83p yg paules aH

‘peaye

SOpEe2ap ay3 ul sonjod URILIBWY 3JUDNJUL [[IM SDIBIS PaIUN
ay31 Jo ajyoid aydesFowap Fuidueyd ayy moy uo saye|ndads
pue ‘saMym diuedsiH-uou Jo JolAeYaq SujoA SY) SSUIWEXD
‘DILIWY AINUI) T Z Ul SI310A 31YM 400q Sulwodylloy SiH
'$91€15 pPanun 3yl noysnoayi suun diydes5093 snosuadowoy
Ajjeantjod jo saquinu Suisesudu; ue 03 Suiped) sI uonessiw
Yoiym 03 2a43ap ayl paulwexa ay ‘s) ey} -- S91EIS paluN

9yl ul 1os uesiued oydes3093 syl pue uonesSiw uo pasnloy
SN Y1 Uy SUIINDd UonLIBIN pub Bunop Hooq 1siy pue
uoLeLISSSIP |BJ01I0P SIY pUe ‘$S3U3U07) SN 3yl pue ‘Adljod
uonesdiwu ‘sanded [eanijod Joineyaq |eloyae|e ‘AydesSowap
APN[DUL SISAUDIUI YIJIBISAI SIH 'UOISNOH JO AHSIDAIUN 33U}
Wo4y Qyd Sy PaAIadal aH ‘eweqe|y 40 AJISI9AIUN BY) 18
82uBIds |edjod Jo J0ssaj04d quelsisse ue S| AgjmeH 251035

Joyiny ay3 noqy

S310A GLNI

B TYLYQ ONINENL

lom

0} a8pamouy 1eyl 1nd o3 ASojouyaal sy} ssassod pue 1981e)
01 Woym 3uipiedal SuoisIDIp I|qeUOSeal xeW 0} 32i0Yd 310A
pue 1nouin) 1noge Y3nous Mouy Mou am UanamoH “papenstad
3q ued Ayl Jay1aym 1o ‘a30n 01 uejd Asy) woym 1o} ‘930A
Fuiuue|d 1 uosiad e Jl 84NS 10} MOUY JOU Op 3M ‘WYY 3Se
Al2a1p am |BuUN — JUBWB[3 J1SeYD0]S B SABM|e S| 919Y3 ‘sSutaq
uewny yum uijeap ale am asneasg ‘21epipued JNoA 10} 310A
0} papensiad aq ued oym asoyl U0 SHOY SUISSBAURD INOA
198121 01 paau noA ‘s1331un|oA pue ‘Asuow ‘aw palwi| jo
P{4OM B Ul U9A3IMOH "183J3p pue AJOIDIA UBIMIIY IJUIIBYIP
Yl 3yew ued SUISSEAUED BALIIIYS ‘9081 SO B U| "$224N0S3
uZledwed Jo 9sn Jua|[2IXa Ue S| BUISSBAURD 13}0A ‘BpN|aU0d O]

papensiad ag ued A2yl J13iaym

40 ‘9310A 03 uejd A2yl WOYAM IO} ‘310A
Suuuejd s; uosiad e i 24NnS 10 MO 10U
Op am ‘Wayl yse Aj3o3dip oM jlaun -

Alewuinsg

ETH-96



wooAlanIBiajo

TILOA QLN

'985-08S :(€)ev s2ujod
PUD 32U3IIS (D20 Sd ..i 8YIBIMN SUT INOQR ALIOAA S19SSBAUR)D
PINOYS :INOUIN] JII0A PUB UOUEZI|IQOIN,, "ETOT '2JeWe] UBAY T [IAX

pIq| Inx

"8G /-8 {(P)8E Y24Dasay sanijod ubdlawy ,sdnoln snaod |euonen
WoJ) S1Nsay :asuodsay 1310/ pue 1I8YY Jasseaued,, “a1dsa||ID _Ipuy AX

aoded Buplop eijelisny
uj Juawadxg pIai4 B Wod} 3dudpiad :$21e10123]3 Aos|ndwo)
Ul UOISBNSIAd JFI0A,, "ET0Z "U0lAad 314y pue we yon1ed AIX

"G9-EY 1T "22UBIIS [DINHOG JO [puInof ALia4DNYD |, UOUBWLIOS
uoiuidQ pue suoisPag Sulo uo sadessay palanijag Al|BUOSIad 4O
S198143 Y] :910A JNOA JO4 SupiSY W1, "/007 "XNESUIIY UIASY 111X

'[S-T¥ (0§ "UOBDIUNUWIWO) [DIHO]
JUCLLEZI|IQOIA J910A S1001SSEID Jo AJBILyT ay] Bulsseaue) {ea07,,
"€T0T "UOS[BYIIIAl BSSI[SIA PUB ‘|[BUUODIN 12JeBIR N A1B[DUIS AS1ag 11X

'ssald Ajslaalun
UOIIULI I[N ‘UCISIULY “SUBIDAWDY) [pQUAPISAId Ul Sanss aBpam
:12]0A 3|qoponsiad 3L "800T "SPIP1YS PPOL pue snAj|IH auysuns *q ix

"6€9-929 :(€)89 "sa1y/od Jo
JOUINOF 34y *SI1)10d URJIS WY Ul suounguiuo) udiedue) jo Aydeidosn
(BI04 YL, "9007 "DISUILLEY BNYSOT pue ‘597 $80ukld ‘|adwio sauler x

Ha o ey

'$$2Ud BIUIOYED JO AlISIsAlUn 1y ‘A|)iag UB10A Jwapuadapu|
ay1 fo yafN 3y "Z66T J2BULIOM ‘T PUCWARY PUB ‘SAISIM D YIBIN
410 Yieqezjjg ‘uosiaN T sa1pue) ‘Ags|3eN “g plABQ YISy 3 donig X1

'$Sa.1d ALSISAIUN 3BA (UBARH MBN
"SUOQI3JF UDIBWY Ul BULBOA 2A325d50413Y "TR6T "BULIOI SLIOA 1A

*s5aud AUSIBAIUN BJBA 11D ‘UBABH MaN
"SIBJ0A JO SaRNUAP] [0I20S 3YI PUD SHID [DILHOJ SPUIN PUD SHDSH
UDS1404 "700T 12141YaS 1T pue ‘1sinbuwijed Asjpelg ‘uasln pjeuoq na

"SUOS PUB AD|IAA DJJOA MBN J3JCA UDILISWY By  "096T "S9Y01$

"3 pleucq pue Us[IN ‘3 uaiiepn ‘@s1aauo) ‘3 dijiud ‘jleqdwe) snduy 1a

'89-06 :(T)Z9 "sauiod fo jouinor 3y ;0007 UOLI3[] Ul INOUINL J310A
}JO S2IWeuAQ 2yl pue sy udiedwe),, *g00z "SNBA[[IH auIysuns “q A

*$531d 91N11sU| SSU00.g :IQ ‘UCISUIYSBAN “2NOUINY JBJOA 3SD3IIU|
01 MOH 1310A 341 1IN0 129 "§00T 124JaD) UB|Y pPUB uaalg pleuod Al

ssald AlsSIaAlun plealeH

:98PLIQUIRY “SIROd UDILIBWY Ul WISLIOIUNIOA A1) :ANfonb3 puo 3210/

‘5661 ‘Apelg "3 AusH pue ‘uewzojyos uewya Aey ‘eqJap ASUpis 1l

UB||IIAIQBIA SJJOA MBN "D2LBWY W] A20JI0Wa( puo ‘Uogodidind
‘UOLDZIGO "E66T TUISUBH YJBIA] UYOT DU0ISUS0Y T UBASIS II

.mmimmw;mv.—um M3IiN3Y 3dU3I0g |0IQI04 UDILILY :.u._._mE_thxm_

p[214 ¥ :1N0UIN] J310A U0 10BIU07) auoydajal pue ‘[lepy 19211¢
‘Buisseaue) J0 5310943 3YL,, "0007 "UI3JD P[RUO(] PUB 134435 UB[Y |

Aydeiboiiqig

ETH-97



LoD AADIBI210A

"$94N1e3y/WorAlARISIB10A MMM 1B 33ed S3un1edy s,ALARID) J910A

JSIA ‘sauniesy 19npoud Jayliny 404 "UOLBWIOLUI 1DBIUOD J310A Binlded 01 pieoqysep Ajpualis-iasn e
pue ‘aseqelep J910A BAISLUDIXS UE ‘S|00] 1IP0I 1310A ALBACUU] s21RIZaIUI AllARID) 1330A "sdnoud
Adedoape pue susiedwed 0) uoin|os Suisseaued 3jIgow Ajpuaiij-1asn e pue ASojouyasy uonisinboe
1910A ‘9seqelep 1310A |npiamod e s3uiiq jeyl Auedwod ASojouyaay udiedwed e s| AjIAelD) 12107

ETH-98



Exhibit 11

999999



TURNING DATA INTC VOTES

Jvote

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Aubrey Blankenship
August 25, 2015 aubrey@votergravity.com

Voter Gravity Announces Integration with the RNC Database

Purcellville, VA- Voter Gravity (www . VoterGravity.com), a campaign technology company that
helps users turn data into votes, announced today that it has fully integrated with the
Republican National Committee database.

“We're excited about these API integrations,” said Ned Ryun, CEO of Voter Gravity. “This will
allow any candidate or state party who chooses to use Voter Gravity on the front end to put
data back in real time into the RNC.”

“We believe that this is going to help more Republican candidates win in 2016,” said Chris
Littleton, head of operations at Voter Gravity. “We’re going to continue pushing the envelope
on our software and make Voter Gravity an even more powerful, user-friendly system.”

Voter Gravity’s suite of tools and features include a mobile app, phane system, CRM, touchtone
surveys, Esri-based maps and walk-list cutting, with more features being rolled out Fall of 2015.

“Our ultimate goal is to outmaneuver the left philosaphically and politically,” Ryun added. "And
the best way to accomplish this is to fully leverage all of our data technology for the center
Right, while always keeping true to our strongly held beliefs."

About Voter Gravity

Voter Gravity, a campaign technology company, gives users access to their voter data and the
ability to integrate that data, leverage an up-to-date voter database, connect with voters
through mohbile canvassing and other tools, and analyze results via a user-friendly dashboard.
For further product features, media should go to Voter Gravity’s features page at
www.VoterGravity.com/features.
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THE CENTER FOR MEDIA AND DEMOCRACY

N DT LA T £

it GOAL THACEING

Credit: ALEC/YouTube

ALEC Gives Lawmakers Free Data
Program Run by Republican Operatives

By David Armiak and Arn Pearson | February 8th, 2021 at 7:32 AM (CST)

ALEC, Bradley Files, Democracy, Featured Investigations, News

The American Legislative Exchange Council provides a “constituent management
program” worth thousands of dollars and run by a leading Republican political data
operation to its overwhelmingly Republican legislative members at no charge, in
potential violation of its charitable tax status and state gift and campaign finance laws,
the Center for Media and Democracy has learned.

As a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC)
is prohibited from engaging in any electoral activity as a condition of its charitable
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tax-exempt status, and in most states, contributing something of value to legislators or
their campaigns wouid trigger gift or campaign contribution limits subject to public
disclosure.

In an email obtained by the Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) through an open
records request, ALEC promotes the constituent communication software, called ALEC
CARE (for “Constituent Analytics Research Exchange”), to a Texas legislator as an
inducement for renewing his membership.

*ALEC CARE, the exclusive CRM tool for members, allows you to keep track of
constituent research and engagement to better serve your community,” wrote Hunter
Hamberlin, ALEC's legislative outreach coordinator for Texas, in an email to Texas Rep.
Ben Leman.

“The program, developed by VoterGravity, typically costs legislators thousands of
dollars,” Hamberlin said.

ALEC CARE "developed by YolerGravity, typically costs legislators thousands of dollars”
Rl

" ALEC CARE the eaclusive CRI foot for members. allows you to keep track of comstituent research

and ergagement 1o betier serve your cormimrely CARE allows you o cusTormize consttuent :
coprehles, set up amaskolekd messages, and visuaize data trends W impove Semslative e aubons This
Coprogram, developed by VolerGravity, typicely soats fegasdators thowsands of dollars, CARE b gt one

View tha entire document with DocymentCloud

According to ALEC CARE training materials obtained by CMD, the program comes
“preloaded with constituent information,” and can enable robocalls or send text
messages to constifuents. The training also revealed that the “data vendor” (Voter
Gravity) has access to users’ data.
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ALEC frames its CARE platform as a constituent relations service, but screenshots from
its promotional video include clear electoral elements, such as door-knocking goals,
party affiliation, precinct, and ward information, and a “turnout score.”

“With the opportunities afforded by CARE, our members can be ahead of their
colleagues,” the video's narrator states.

Unlike ALEC, the company is explicit about the electoral value of the services it offers.
“Voter Gravity produces targeted, insightful and immediate information about voters,
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donors, and activists that mean the most to a campaign,” its website claims, giving
candidates everything they need to “turn that data into votes.”

Voter Gravity's demc page states that, “Voter Gravity empowers campaigns to unieash
their voter contact efforts, making your strategy bigger, faster, and more targeted than
ever before,” and asks if the user is a member of ALEC.

ALEC provides multiple ALEC CARE training sessions for its legislative members at its
annual meeting and other events.

The company was founded by its CEO, Ned Ryun, who is also the founder and
president of a right-wing candidate training operation, American Majority, and its voter
mobilization affiliate, American Majcrity Action, which are closely aliied with the Tea
Party.

American Majority Action’s latest availabie IRS filing shows that it owns 84 percent of
Voter Gravity, and both list a post office box in Purcellville, Virginia as their address.

Fait kY [denttication of Relateo Organizatlons Taxable as a Corporation of Trust Complang f the organizaton anseared 0an™ on Form 999, Park 3Y, fing 34
becawse 7 nad ona or more melaled erganizatons treated a3 a corgoraben or trust durng tha taw year.

- [t
' T e Ty
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In March 2018, ALEC hired Voter Gravity's client relations specialist, Aaron Gillham, to
implement its ALEC CARE program. Gillham’s role at the company was “providing the
onboarding for all new clients,” and he describes Voter Gravity as “the premier platform
for Center-Right, voter contact tools” offering “map-based walkbook creation with
smartphone executed canvassing.”

“We take voter contact to the next level, making your efforts efficient and meaningful,”
Gillham wrote on his LinkedIn page.

Although ALEC tells its members that ALEC CARE data is “not shared with anybody,” a
2020 investigation by the cybersecurity firm UpGuard found that this is not the case.
UpGuard's research into a security vulnerability with the Republican canvassing app
Campaign Sidekick revealed a “close relationship” with Voter Gravity. Campaign
Sidekick is run by Ned Ryun’s twin brother Drew, which UpGuard says explains “how
they fit within the ecosystem of GOP campaign apps.”

UpGuard also uncovered the “intermingling of code and sharing of data” between Voter
Gravity and Campaign Sidekick with the Republican National Committee and
FreedomWorks.
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This follows a 2015 biog post where Voter Gravity announced that it was “fully
integrated with the Republican National Committee database.” Ned Ryun added, “Our
ultimate goal is to outmaneuver the left philosophically and politically.”

In 2014, voter data operations on the Right, including the Koch’s i35, the RNC, the
NRCC, and Ryun, met with GOP operatives and candidates "behind closed doors to
discuss how to synchronize their sometimes competing tech efforts,” Politico reported.

The previous year, Voter Gravity received an infusion of $2 miilion from an unknown
investor, and Matt Schlapp, a former lobbyist for Koch Industries, joined its board of
directors. Koch Industries is a major funder of ALEC and holds a seat on ALEC's
corporate board.

The 2017 and 2018 IRS filings and a 2019 Annual Report from the Milwaukee-based
Bradley Foundation, a consistent funder of American Majority's Wisconsin efforts, show
that the right-wing foundation earmarked $1.1 mitlion for ALEC CARE.

Ryun presented on Voter Gravity's voter data operation at a 2015 Conservative Political
Action Conference (CPAC) “Pre-Game: Operatives in Training” session attended by
ALEC’s chief marketing officer, Bill Meierling.

Meierling described the data platform as a “fundamental game changer” in a
subsequent ALEC CARE meeting.

According to Marcus Owens, former Director of the Exempt Organizations Division of
the Internal Revenue Service, “The fact that ALEC’s constituent management program
typically costs ‘thousands of dollars,” but it is being provided free of charge to selected
legislators, would constitute a contribution to the legislator, quite possibly violating the
[IRS] proscription on electioneering...or, potentially, an illegal gift to a legisliator,
depending on relevant state law.”

“The fact that there may weli be sub rosa links between databases created by the
management program and organizations engaged in partisan political activity suggests
another potential electioneering event,” Owens said.

On July 30, 2020, the public watchdog Campaign for Accountability filed a compiaint
with the IRS, the state of Wisconsin, and the California attorney general’s office ciaiming
American Majority and American Majority Action are operating in violation of the federai
tax code and various state laws.

The complaint argues that American Majority Action engages primarily in political
activity in violation of its federal tax status and that Ned Ryun set up the nonprofits to
further enrich himself and his for-profit companies.
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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE

04333-0135
August 4, 2021
VIA EMAIL AND USPS
Senator Harold “Trey” L. Stewart, 111 Representative Matthew A. Harrington
312 State Street P.O. Box 457
Presque Isle, ME 04769 Sanford, ME 04073
trevigtreystewart.com harringtonforhouseddyvahoo.com

Re:  Request to Investigate Potential Campaign Finance Law Violations
Dear Senator Stewart and Representative Harrington:

As you are aware, the Maine Ethics Commission (the “Commission”) received the
enclosed request for investigation from the Center for Media and Democracy, which
alleges that as a benefit to your membership with the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC):

e Youreceived access to the ALEC CARE (Constituent Analytics Research
Exchange) software during the 2020 election cycle, and

¢ Since you received access to this software you may be in violation of Maine’s
contribution limits, reporting requirements, and the Maine Clean Election Act
(MCEA) through the receipt of in-kind contributions to your 2020 campaigns.

This letter is to provide you with an opportunity to respond to the request for
investigation and to provide any factual information or legal argument that you believe is
relevant to whether the Commission should conduct an investigation into this matter.

Commission’s Decision Whether to Investigate

The Commission will consider whether to investigate or take any further action on this
matter at a public meeting at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, September 29, 2021 at the
Commission’s office. The Commission staff recommends that you attend the meeting to
respond to the request for investigation and to answer any questions from the
Commissioners,

OFFICE LOCATED AT 45 Memoriar Circrr, AucusTta, MaINg
WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS
PHONE: (207) 287.4179 FAXETHOW1287.67175




Sen. Stewart & Rep. Harrington
Page 2
August 4, 2021

Relevant Law

Standard for Initiating an Investigation. The Commission is required to review every
request to investigate an alleged violation of campaign finance law and to conduct an
“investigation if the reasons stated for the request show sufficient grounds for believing
that a violation may have occurred.” 21-A M.R.S. § 1003(2).

Definitions of Contribution. The term contribution includes “[a] gift, subscription, loan,
advance or deposit of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the
nomination or clection of any person to state, county or municipal office ....” 21-A
M.R.S. § 1012(2)(A)(1). Influence means “to promote, support, oppose or defeat.” 21-A
M.R.S. § 1012(4-A).

The Commission’s Rules define an in-kind contribution as follows: “Unless specifically
exempted under 21-A M.R.S. §§ 1012 and 1052 or this section, the provision of any
goods or services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual and customary
charge for such goods or services is an in-kind contribution. Examples of such goods and
services include, but are not limited to: equipment, facilities, supplies, personnel,
advertising, and campaign literature. If goods or services are provided at less than the
usual and customary charge, the amount of the in-kind contribution is the difference
between the usual and customary charge and the amount charged the candidate or
political committee.” 94-270 CM.R. Ch. 1, § 6(4).

Content of Reports — Itemized Contributions. Candidates are required to disclose all
contributions {cash and in-kind) in regularly scheduled campaign finance reports. 21-A
M.R.S. § 1017(5).

Limits on Contributions to Traditionally Financed Candidates. A political committee or
organization may not contribute to a traditionally financed candidate to promote their
election that exceeds the contribution limits in 21-A M.R.S. § 1015(2). For the 2020
elections, the contribution limit for legislative candidates was $400 per election.

Limits on Contributions to MCEA Candidates. Once certified, a MCEA candidate cannot
accept any cash or in-kind contributions. 21-A M.R.S. § 1125(6)
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Sen. Stewart & Rep. Harrington
Page 3
August 4, 2021

Request for Response

Please submit a written response to the request for investigation by Friday, September 3,

2021 with any information or legal argument you believe relevant to the Commission’s
decision whether to investigate. The Commission staff requests that your response
address the following:

¢ Have you received access to the ALEC CARE software? If so, when?

e Was access to the ALEC CARE software part of your membership to ALEC, or
was it charged separately? If separately, how much were you charged?

o Did you use the ALEC CARE software during the 2020 campaign? If so, please
provide a general description of how you utilized this software.

¢ Should access to the ALEC CARE software program be considered in-kind
contributions to your 2020 legislative campaign?

Thank you for your cooperation with this request and submitting a response to this office
on or before September 3, 2021.

Sincerely,

Martha Currier
Assistant Director

Enc.

cc: Mr. Arn Pearson, Center for Media and Democracy (amn@prwatch.com)
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STATE OF MAINE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTICON PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
043330135

August 18, 2021

By Email and Regular Mail

Bartlett P. Cleland, Esq., Counsel
American Legislative Exchange Council
2900 Crystal Drive, 6th Floor
Arlington, VA 22202

Re:  Complaint by Center for Media and Democracy

Dear Mr. Cleland:

I am writing you on behalf of Maine’s campaign finance agency, the Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices. The Commission received the enclosed
complaint from the Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) concerning the American
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) and two members of the Maine Legislature.
CMD alleges that ALEC knowingly made in-kind contributions of voter management
software (ALEC CARE) to legislative candidates in Maine that may have violated
contribution limits and restrictions.

At a meeting on September 29, 2021, the members of the Commission are tentatively
scheduled to consider whether to conduct an investigation into the complaint. You are
invited to voluntary provide any information that you believe is relevant to this matter,
including any argument whether the Commission should or should not conduct an
investigation. This is ALEC’s opportunity to correct any inaccurate or misleading
information in CMD’s complaint prior to the Commission’s decision whether to conduct
an investigation.

Relevant Maine Election Law

Standard for Initiating an Investigation. The Commission is required to review every
request to investigate an alleged violation of campaign finance law and to conduct an
“investigation if the reasons stated for the request show sufficient grounds for believing
that a violation may have occurred.” 21-A M.R.S. § 1003(2).

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 45 MEMORIAL CIRCLE, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS
PHONE: (207) 287-4179 FAX: (207) 287.6FTH-124




Bartlett P. Cleland, Esq.
Page 2
August 18, 2021

Definition of Contribution. The term contribution includes “[a} gift, subscription, loan,
advance or deposit of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing the
nomination or election of any person to state, county or municipal office ....” 21-A
M.R.S. § 1012(2)(A)(1). Influence means “to promote, support, oppose or defeat.” 21-A
M.R.S. § 1012(4-A).

The Commission’s Rules define an in-kind contribution as follows: “Unless specifically
exempted under 21-A ML.R.S. §§ 1012 and 1052 or this section, the provision of any
goods or services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual and customary
charge for such goods or services is an in-kind contribution. Examples of such goods and
services include, but are not limited to: equipment, facilities, supplies, personnel,
advertising, and campaign literature. If goods or services are provided at less than the
usual and customary charge, the amount of the in-kind contribution is the difference
between the usual and customary charge and the amount charged the candidate or
political committee.” 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, § 6(4).

Content of Reports — Itemized Contributions. Candidates are required to disclose all
contributions (cash and in-kind) in regularly scheduled campaign finance reports. 21-A
M.R.S. § 1017(5).

Limits on Coniributions to Traditionally Financed Candidates. A political committee or
organization may not contribute to a traditionally financed candidate to promote their
election that exceeds the contribution limits in 21-A M.R.S. § 1015(2). For the 2020
elections, the contribution limit for legislative candidates was $400 per election.

Limits on Contributions to Maine Clean Election Act (MCEA) Candidates. Once
certified to receive public campaign funding, a MCEA candidate cannot accept any cash
or in-kind contributions. 21-A M.R.S. § 1125(6)

Commission’s Decision Whether to Investigate

The Commission will consider whether to investigate or take any further action on this
matter at a public meeting at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, September 29, 2021 at the
Commission’s office. In addition to providing any written information, you are invited to
participate in the meeting through a zoom videoconference.
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August 18, 2021

Opportunity to Respond

ALEC is welcome to provide any information it deems relevant, including any argument
whether the Commission should or should not investigate this matter. If you are able to
respond by Friday, September 10, 2021, the staff will be able to consider your response
and include it in a packet of written materials we will distribute to the Commission
members prior to the September 29 meeting. To the extent that you are comfortable
sharing this information, the Commission staff believes that responses to the following
questions would assist the Commission in deciding whether to investigate:

o For what legislative or electoral purposes did ALEC provide the ALEC CARE
software to members since January 1, 20197

e Tn2019-2020, could ALEC CARE be used for the electoral activities described in
paragraph 19 of the complaint, such as creating walking lists, tracking supporters,
creating strike lists for getting out the vote, etc.? Please elaborate.

e Is CMD correct that the ALEC CARE software provided to members in 2019-
2020 is a repackaging of the Voter Gravity product? If not, please explain.

Thank you. If you have any questions about the Commission’s consideration of the
CMD complaint, please email me at Jonathan. Wayne@maine.gov or call me at (207)

287-4179.

Sincerely,

‘Jonathan Wayne M
Executive Director

ce: Mr. Arn Pearson, Center for Media and Democracy (am@prwatch.com)
Hon. Matt Harrington ,
Hon. Harold Stewart
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Joshua A. Tardy, Esq.
ftardvic@rudmanwinchell.com

Michael A. Hockenbury, Esq.
mhockenburyiirudmanwinchell.com

September 15, 2021

Martha Currier

Assistant Director — Maine Ethics Commission
135 S.H.S

Augusta, ME 04333-0135

RE:  Senator Harold “Trey™ L. Stewart, III and Representative Matthew A. Harrington
Investigation into Potential Campaign Finance Law Violations

Dear Ms. Currier:

This firm represents Senator Harold “Trey” Stewart and Representative Matthew Harrington
with regard to your letter dated August 4, 2021. Accordingly, please accept this letter as their
response to your request for information.

First, it should be known that nearly identical complaints have been filed in: Arizona,
Connecticut, Florida, Maine. Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, New York,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah and Wisconsin, in what can only be dubbed a “fishing
expedition” based upon speculation and conjecture in an attempt to drag various state agencies
into what appears to be a decade long dispute.

Arn Pearson, the complainant, makes three suppositional allegations in paragraphs 31, 32 and 33.
The Complaint does not assert knowledge whether either Senator Stewart or Representative
Harrington has made use of the software. In fact, it would appear that not none of the fifteen
complaints filed by Arn Pearson across the various state agencies assert any knowledge or
supporting evidence that any of the named lawmakers used the software. Hiding behind the word
“if”, Mr. Pearson alleges that “if” our clients used the ALEC Care software in campaign activity,
the Maine election law reporting requirements would be triggered. Each of the allegations in
paragraphs 31, 32 and 33 is denied.

Neither Senator Stewart nor Representative Harrington has ever used the ALEC Care software
for any campaign activity. Further, neither have ever used the sofiware for any other non-
campaign activity, including activity that might be referred to as “constituent services.”

RUDMAN WINCHELL THE GRAHAM BUILDING « 84 HARLOW STREET = P.O. BOX 1401 = BANGOR, ME E_fﬁu_?.z-.}dﬂl
COUNSELORS AT LAW TeL 207.947.450) » rax 207.941.9715 ¢ www.rudmanwinchell.com



Our clients acknowledge that they had access to the software product. They were never charged
separately for that access and agree that it was available through their ALEC membership. Voter
Gravity presented at an ALEC conference prior to the 2020 election cycle (it may have occurred
in 2017). Organizations such as ALEC and its affiliated vendors frequently market their products
and offerings to members and prospective members. Notwithstanding the marketing efforts, our
clients have not used the product beyond the product introduction and their independent
assessments concluded that the software would be of no value to their respective campaigns.

We hope this is helpful. Please let us know if you would like additional information.

Joshua A, Tardy, Esq.
v/ Michael A. Hockenbury, Esq.
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CONFIDENTIAL

September 17, 2021

State of Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
Attn: Jonathan Wayne

135 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0135

Submitted via email to.: Jonathan. Wayne@maine.gov

RE: ALEC’s Response to the Center for Media and Democracy’s Complaint

Mr. Wayne,

We represent the American Legislative Exchange Council, Inc. (“ALEC”) in responding
to the Complaint filed by the Center for Media and Democracy (“CMD”) with your office on July
23, 2021. On August 18, 2021, you informed ALEC that the State of Maine Commission on
Governmental Ethics and Election Practices (the “Commission”) is “tentatively scheduled to
consider whether to conduct an investigation into the complaint” and that ALEC may respond to
the “alleg[ations] that ALEC knowingly made in-kind contributions of voter management software
(ALEC CARE) to legislative candidates in Maine that may have violated contribution limits and
restrictions.” For the reasons stated below, the Commission should dismiss the Complaint and not
initiate an investigation because there are not “sufficient grounds for believing that a violation may
have occurred.” See 21-A M.R.S. § 1003(2).

SUMMARY OF FACTS

ALEC is a nonpartisan organization with a voluntary membership of state legislators who
are dedicated to the principles of limited government, free markets, and federalism. It has existed
for almost 50 years. Under the Internal Revenue Code, it is tax-exempt as an educational 501(c)(3)
organization. ALEC’s mission and activities are listed on its publicly available website,
www.alec.org, and ALEC does not intervene in election campaigns. Senator Harold “Trey”
Stewart I1I and Representative Matthew Harrington are members of ALEC.

Among the activities and information made available to ALEC’s members is a data-
software resource entitled ALEC Constituent Analytics Research Exchange (“ALEC CARE”). As
a condition of using the software, ALEC prohibits usage for election-campaign purposes. The
Complaint acknowledges that Complainants do not know whether Senator Stewart or
Representative Harrington ever used the software.

Attached to this response is an affidavit from ALEC’s Manager of Legislative Membership
and Engagement. This affidavit confirms that neither Senator Stewart nor Representative
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Harrington used ALEC CARE for campaign purposes, nor did they use ALEC CARE at all during
the period when the 2020 election cycle took place.

LEGAL DISCUSSION

In Maine, a “corporation . . . may not make contributions to a candidate in support of the
candidacy of one person” that exceed certain amounts when that candidate is a traditionally
financed candidate. 21-A M.R.S. § 1015(2). If a candidate chooses to receive public campaign
funding under the Maine Clean Election Act, however, then the candidate may not accept any
contributions. 21-A M.R.S. § 1125(6). A “contribution” may be “[a] gift, subscription, loan,
advance or deposit of money or anything of value,” M.R.S. § 1012(2)(A)(1), and “the provision
of any goods or services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual and customary
charge for such goods or services is an in-kind contribution,” 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, § 6(4).
Critically, to be a “contribution” it must be “made for the purpose of influencing the nomination
or election of any person to state, county or municipal office,” 21-A M.R.S. § 1012(2)(A)(1)
(emphasis added), with “‘[i]nfluence’ mean[ing] to promote, support, oppose or defeat,” 21-A
M.R.S. § 1012(4-A). Thus, there must be a connection between any expenditure or contribution
and an election campaign to be considered a “contribution” under Maine law.

Consequently, the provision of Maine law regarding the promotion or defeat of an
individual campaigning for office limits the statute’s reach. For example, CMD alleges that
ALEC’s disclaimer prohibiting legislators from using ALEC CARE for campaign purposes
“do[es] nothing to reduce [ALEC CARE’s] campaign value.” Compl. 4 30. But this is wrong as a
matter of law. By making ALEC CARE available to legislative members on the express condition
that they do not use the software for campaign purposes, ALEC prevents this membership benefit
from transforming into an in-kind contribution. See, e.g., McCutcheon v. FEC, 572 U.S. 185, 193
n.2 (2014) (stating that the federal base and aggregate contribution limits apply to committees that
make contributions to candidates, but not to committees that only make independent expenditures);
SpeechNow.org. v. FEC, 599 F.3d 686, 692, 695-96 (D.C. Cir. 2010) (en banc) (holding that while
the First Amendment permits Congress to impose limits on contributions to committees that make
contributions to candidates, it nonetheless prohibits contribution limits imposed on political
committees that make only independent expenditures). Money, like data, may be fungible. But the
purpose, usage, and conditions imposed on money and data by ALEC make all the difference under
the law.

The Complaint acknowledges this limitation. The mere provision of (what the Complaint
calls) “voter management software” is not a violation of Maine law. Rather, Maine law is violated
if a contribution is given “to support election campaigns.” Compl. § 30. The Complaint further
underscores this point noting that if either Senator Stewart or Representative Harrington used the
software “to support his campaign, he received an in-kind contribution.” Id. at 99 31-32 (emphasis
added). Of course, the inverse of this argument is if ALEC made the software available to
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legislative members only on the condition that the members use the software for constituent
relationship management purposes—and not campaign purposes—then it has not violated the law.

Moreover, the provision that defines “an in-kind contribution” states that “[a] commercial
vendor that has provided a discount to a candidate or political committee because of a defect in
performance or other business reason has not made a contribution if the vendor grants
substantially similar discounts to other customers in the ordinary course of the vendor’s
business.” 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, § 6(4)(A) (emphasis added). This exception is in accord with
federal law. See, e.g., FEC A.O. 2018-11 at 1, 3 (stating that it would not be a prohibited in-kind
contribution for Microsoft “to offer a package of enhanced online account security services at no
additional charge on a nonpartisan basis to its election-sensitive customers, including federal
candidates and national party committees” since it “would be providing such services based on
commercial and not political considerations, in the ordinary course of its business, and not merely
for promotional consideration or to generate goodwill”); id. at 4 (“Indeed, a corporation ‘may
charge different fees to political committee clients than it charges to non-political clients,” with no
in-kind contribution resulting, as long as ‘any variation in fees will be based on business
considerations and will not be based on political considerations.”” (quoting FEC A.O. 2018-05 at

5)).

As discussed more fully in Part I below, making ALEC CARE available as a benefit not
only increases the likelihood that a potential member will join ALEC, but using ALEC CARE
enhances the worth of ALEC’s membership to all members. For example, a legislator member can
use ALEC CARE to gather feedback on upcoming or potential legislation and then share that data
with other ALEC members. Such information amplifies the effectiveness of ALEC’s discussions
about its initiatives and increases the overall likelihood of their success. Consequently, even
though ALEC is a nonprofit, the value proposition of ALEC CARE is akin to the commercial
offerings in the for-profit scenarios above.

ALEC HAS NOT MADE ANY CONTRIBUTIONS

The Complaint essentially claims that ALEC ran afoul of Maine’s campaign finance laws
because providing ALEC CARE to its members allegedly constituted an in-kind campaign
contribution that exceeded relevant contribution limits. However, the Complaint fails to provide
any evidence that any member ever used ALEC CARE for campaign purposes or that ALEC
members like Senator Stewart and Representative Harrington accepted or used ALEC CARE. In
this case, neither member has ever used ALEC CARE for campaign purposes. Moreover, neither
Senator Stewart nor Representative Harrington used ALEC CARE at any point during the period
when the 2020 election cycle occurred. Even if they had, there can be no violation of Maine law
unless such software—contrary to ALEC’s express conditions and instructions regarding ALEC
CARE’s use—were used for campaign purposes. There is no evidence or allegation that any
member used ALEC CARE for that purpose. Accordingly, ALEC made no contribution at all, let
alone an illegal corporate contribution.
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Before discussing why the allegations in the Complaint are insufficient to state a violation,
we note that this is not the first time CMD has filed a complaint against ALEC. CMD has filed
nearly identical complaints with the relevant campaign finance authorities in multiple states. Decl.
of Gillham 9 14. CMD jointly filed several of these complaints with Common Cause, who also
joined CMD in similar attacks lodged against ALEC before the Internal Revenue Service. Decl. of
Gillham 9 15; Compl. § 3; Ex. 1 at 1. These complaints evidence a concerted campaign to harass
ALEC, as well as a pattern of less than reputable tactics. For example, the Complaint mentions
that Minnesota’s Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board previously found “that ‘ALEC’s
primary purpose is the passage of state legislation in the various states and that all of its wide-
ranging activities are in support of this primary purpose.”” Compl. § 5. CMD spins that past finding
as evidence that ALEC is improperly engaging in political activities. What it actually
demonstrates, however, is CMD’s lack of transparency. Here is the whole sentence with omitted
portions in bold:

Although the evidence supports a conclusion that ALEC’s
primary purpose is the passage of state legislation in the various
states and that all of its wide-ranging activities are in support of this
primary purpose, such a conclusion is not sufficient to further
conclude that ALEC’s activities are for the purpose of
influencing legislative action in this state as the definition of
principal requires.

Ex. 3 at 6 (italics in the original). The very same sentence cited by the Complaint effectively
concludes that Minnesota’s Board must dismiss that complaint. See Ex. 3. Furthermore,
Minnesota’s Board found that the nexus between an ALEC employee’s work supporting its
mission, and that “some future hypothetical communication with a Minnesota legislator” is
insufficient for ALEC to qualify as a lobbyist. See id. at 5.

Moreover, CMD did not disclose that Common Cause was the one who filed that
complaint, which similarly asserted groundless allegations that ALEC violated lobbying laws. See
id. In fact, like the Complaint here, Minnesota’s Board noted that the allegations that Common
Cause made and referenced in Exhibit 3 were “more of a general nature” and referenced ALEC’s
activities nationwide, rather than its activities in Minnesota. Id. at 1. Similarly, the Minnesota
Board found that “the Minnesota complaint [wa]s a derivation of a complaint on the same subject
that Common Cause filed with the Internal Revenue Service,” which is precisely the situation with
the complaint submitted to this Commission. See id. Because CMD and Common Cause have
joined forces to file similar (and similarly baseless) complaints in multiple states—like the
Complaint at issue here—their claims depend on substantially similar, and equally ineffective,
arguments that they have recycled since 2012. For example, although the Complaint alleges that
ALEC has violated IRS rules, Compl. § 6, it does not mention that the IRS has refrained from
initiating any investigation against ALEC (to ALEC’s knowledge), nor has ALEC received any
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notice from the IRS that its tax-exempt status is in jeopardy, despite the 2012 Common Cause IRS
complaint and the supplemental submissions filed by both CMD and Common Cause. See id.; Ex.
lat1n.l.

Accordingly, the Commission should dismiss the Complaint for failing to allege sufficient
grounds to believe that a violation may have occurred.

1. ALEC CARE Is Only Available to Members for Non-Campaign Purposes.

ALEC is “the largest nonpartisan, voluntary membership organization of state legislators
dedicated to the principles of limited government, free markets and federalism.”! Its legislative
members include members of both the Republican and Democratic parties, and ALEC also has
private sector members who include both for-profit and non-profit corporations. With this
inclusive array of stakeholders, ALEC serves as a forum for the robust debate of ideas and policies,
and it has left its mark on the marketplace of ideas for the past five decades.?

In furtherance of its mission, ALEC remains committed to the ideological diversity of its
membership and to hearing all sides of a debate.? For example, both Republicans and Democrats
have served as ALEC State Chairs.* Additionally, through participation in ALEC, business leaders
are able to express their policy concerns to legislators, and legislators from one state can share
their experiences with certain policies with legislators from other states. As such, “ALEC provides
its public and private sector members with a unique opportunity to work together to develop
policies and programs that effectively promote the Jeffersonian principles of free markets, limited
government, federalism, and individual liberty.” Ex. 2. ALEC therefore serves as the critical forum
in this Nation’s Public Square.

ALEC did not simply come by its legislative members. Rather, for the past several years,
ALEC has assiduously built its membership base, attracting new members across the country.’
Part of this effort has included providing its members with benefits, as well as studies and
educational forums, while keeping the cost of membership low. One of these benefits is ALEC
CARE, which helps members “keep track of constituent research and engagement to better serve
[their] community.” Ex. 7. It is critical for legislative members to actively engage with their
constituents about current and potential legislation, and ALEC CARE enables legislative members
to communicate more effectively with them about such issues. As a result, ALEC CARE benefits
ALEC’s entire membership, because legislative members are able to share what they’ve learned

! See Br. of Amicus Curiae at 1, Americans for Prosperity Foundation, et al. v. Bonta, Nos. 19-
251, 19-255 (U.S. March 1, 2021) (hereinafter, “AFP Brief”).
2 See id.
3 See id. at 7-8.
4 See id. at 8.
> See AFP Brief at 7.
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from their constituents with the other ALEC members, and it also benefits legislative members’
constituents, as it helps legislative members share what they’ve learned about “policies and
programs that effectively promote the Jeffersonian principles of free markets, limited government,
federalism, and individual liberty.” See Ex. 2. ALEC CARE therefore is a powerful tool used to
advance these ideals and further relevant legislation.

I1I. ALEC Prohibits Its Members from Using ALEC CARE for Campaign
Purposes.

A. ALEC Adyvises Its Members that They Cannot Use ALEC CARE for
Campaign-Related Purposes.

The ALEC CARE software program assists legislators in communicating with their
constituents and acquiring a better understanding of what motivates the residents of a legislator’s
district.® The software includes several tools that allow a legislator to “track district events, and
solicit direct feedback from constituents with customized surveys through text messaging and
automated phone calls.”’

ALEC also provides its members with training on the ALEC CARE software as well as
consistent technical support.® Importantly, in all its training videos, ALEC shows the ALEC CARE
login page, which reads:

ALEC CARE is a constituency management system that helps
members better understand and communicate with constituents.

By signing in, you agree this system will not be used for any
campaign related purpose.’

® LEGISLATIVE MEMBERSHIP, https://www.alec.org/membership-type/legislative-membership/
(last visited September 13, 2021).
7 1d.
8 1d.
? WHAT IS A DIGITAL CONSTITUENCY SERVICE, at 0:41-0:43,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uoBF9a4 ue8 (last visited Sept. 13, 2021); WHAT IS ALEC
CARE?, at 0:12-0:14, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbOpHimImOs (last visited Sept. 13,
2021); see also ALEC CARE SMS, at 0:03-0:14
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2018/07/CARE-Video-SMS.mp4 (last visited Sept. 13, 2021);
ALEC CARE TAGS, at 0:02-0:14; https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2018/07/CARE-Video-
Tags.mp4 (last wvisited Sept. 13, 2021); ALEC CARE DATA, at 0:02-0:15,
https://www.alec.org/app/uploads/2018/07/CARE-Video-Data.mp4 (last visited Sept. 13, 2021).
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ALEC requires each legislative member to go through this page before accessing the
constituency service functions.

ALEC’s Manager of Legislative Membership & Engagement, and the one responsible for
the ALEC CARE platform, Aaron Gillham, provides training to legislators on how to use the
ALEC CARE software. Decl. of Gillham § 9. During his tenure as the Manager of Legislative
Membership & Engagement, Mr. Gillham has provided approximately 150 trainings. /d. at § 10.
During these training sessions, Mr. Gillham consistently and repeatedly emphasizes to the
legislators that they cannot use ALEC CARE for any campaign related purpose. /d. at§ 11. While
demonstrating how the software functions, Mr. Gillham shows the legislators the login page for
the software and consistently highlights the language: “By signing in, you agree this system will
not be used for any campaign related purpose.” Id. at q 12.

B. The Complaint Does Not Allege that ALEC Made any Contribution, as
Defined Under Maine Law.

The Complaint never alleges that ALEC gave ALEC CARE to a legislator “for the purpose
of influencing the nomination or election of any person to state, county or municipal office.” The
Complaint uses conclusory language, e.g., ALEC “knowingly made an illegal in-kind campaign
contribution,” but never alleges that ALEC gave the software to help Senator Stewart and
Representative Harrington in their elections. See Compl. § 29. Instead, the Complaint meekly
alleges that, in Complainants’ estimation, the ALEC CARE software has features that could be
helpful for electioneering purposes. See id. at § 19. But then the Complaint alleges that ALEC
provided the software to Senator Stewart and Representative Harrington “as a benefit of their
membership[]” not to benefit their campaigns. /d. at § 20. And the Complaint admits they “do not
possess sufficient information to determine if [Senator Stewart and Representative Harrington]
used it for their campaigns.” Id. (emphasis added). The Complaint never alleges that ALEC gave
the software to Senator Stewart or Representative Harrington to promote their candidacies or
defeat their opponent. Thus, the Complaint is based on speculation. Because the allegations of a
legal violation are no more than conjecture based on how ALEC CARE might be misused (despite
ALEC’s express conditions and instructions not to use it for campaign purposes), the complaint
must be dismissed.

Simply put, the Complaint cannot allege a legally sufficient violation. ALEC repeatedly
told members that they could not use the software for electioneering or campaign purposes. In
addition to affirming that they would not use ALEC CARE for campaign purposes before
accessing the software, ALEC members are reminded of the prohibition during trainings and
throughout the onboarding process when they become members. Furthermore, Senator Stewart
and Representative Harrington did not even access the ALEC CARE software during the period
when the 2020 election cycle occurred. Accordingly, the Commission should dismiss the
Complaint and it should not initiate an investigation.

Page 7 of 9

Letter from ALEC to the Commission
September 17, 2021
CONFIDENTIAL

ETH-135



Holtzman Vogel

HOLTZMAN VOGEL BARAN TORCHINSKY & JOSEFIAK pu.c

C. ALEC Members, Senator Stewart and Representative Harrington, Have
Not Accessed or Used the ALEC CARE Software.

Because ALEC has the capability to provide technical support to each of its members,
ALEC can determine who creates an account. Furthermore, the users of the software typically
leave a digital trail when users login and use the software. Thus, ALEC is also able to ascertain
who is using the software. Decl. of Gillham 9 3—4.

Mr. Gillham has reviewed the ALEC CARE software logs. Id. at 9 5, 7. Upon review, he
was able to determine that Representative Harrington created an ALEC CARE account, but Mr.
Gillham affirms that it appears that Representative Harrington never used the software because
there is no trace of his logging into the software program and using it. /d. at 9 7-8.

Mr. Gillham was also able to determine that Senator Stewart created an ALEC CARE
account. /d. at 9§ 5. Mr. Gillham ascertained that Senator Stewart used the ALEC CARE software
to a limited extent, and his last use was in June 2017. Id. at 9] 6. It therefore appears that to the
extent that Mr. Stewart used the ALEC CARE software, he did so as a member of Maine’s House
of Representatives rather than as a member of Maine’s Senate.!® Mr. Gillham affirms that there is
no indication that Senator Stewart used ALEC CARE for anything other than constituent
relationship management.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, this Commission should dismiss the Complaint and not initiate
an investigation.

Nothing in this response should be interpreted as a waiver of any assertion of privilege,
objection, defenses, or arguments that ALEC may have. In fact, ALEC preserves all privileges,

objections, defenses, or arguments that it may have.

ALEC thanks the Commission for its time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Z

Jason Torchinsky

19 See Senator Trey Stewart, https://mesenategop.com/senator-trey-stewart/ (last visited Sept. 15,
2021).
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Counsel to ALEC!!

1 Although I am not admitted to practice law in the State of Maine, it is my understanding that the

Maine Rules of Professional Conduct 5.5(c)(4) permit an out-of-state lawyer to practice law before

this tribunal when the subject-matter before the Commission is one that is reasonably related to

the attorney’s home practice. I have practiced political law for 20 years and am a partner at a law

firm that is considered a political law boutique firm. If, however, this Commission deems that I

must have local counsel in order to comply with Maine’s rules regarding the practice of law, please
let me know and we will make those arrangements promptly.
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ETH-138




7. On August 4, 2021, I reviewed ALEC
member and Maine state chair Representative Matth
CARE account.

8. However, after reviewing ALEC’s req
Representative Harrington accessed or'used his acco

9. As part of my duties as ALEC’s Mang
Engagement, I provide training on ALEC CARE sof]

10.  During my tenure as the Manager of I’;egisiative Membership & Engagement, I
have provided approximately 150 trainings. |

11.  During these training sessions with le
emphasize that the legislators cannot use the ALEC ¢
purposes.

12. Part of the training sessions includes 1

ALEC CARE. I consistently highlight the language t

system will not be used for any campaign related pui

"s records and ascertained that ALEC

»w Harrington had activated his ALEC

jords, there is no indication that
int.
1ger of Legislative Membership &

fware to legislative members.

cislators, I consistently and repeatedly

CARE software for any campaign related

ne showing the legislators the login page for
hat reads: “By signing in, you agree this

pose.”

13. As part of my duties as ALEC’s Manager of Legislative Membership &

Engagement, I respond to inquiries about ALEC CA]
state’s campaign finance agency alerts ALEC of a cqg

14, At a minimum, the Center for Media
complaints that are substantively similar to the comp

campaign finance authorities in Arizona and Utah.

RE. In that role, I am made aware when a
mplaint involving ALEC CARE.
ﬁnd Democracy (“CMD”) submitted

laint in this matter with the relevant
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15.  Ataminimum, CMD and Common Chuse submitted complaints that are

substantively similar to the complaint in this matter with the relevant campaign finance

authorities in Connecticut, Minnesota, Ohio, Texas, and Wisconsin.

I declare under penalty of perjury that everything I have stated in this document is true and
correct.

Bigned: _—

Aaron GillBam

Date: 0!/ [6{&[
County: /Amfl—ioﬁ

. STEVEN ARGENTIERO

-~ Notary Public, State of Ohio State: OH
My Comm. Expires 10-20-2025 f

Th:ﬁ Hé’ﬂa O{ aF -Sef) / Z—UZI . 13@4)1"& etz

A/l jzezy

Aal‘-on Gl 553,4&)‘ .
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To: Maine Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
From: Arn Pearson, Esq., Executive Director
Date: September 21, 2021

Re: Response to respondents’ arguments and additional information concerning the CMD
complaint against ALEC and its state chairs

On July 23, 2021, the Center for Media and Democracy {(CMD) filed a complaint with the Maine
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Elections Practices requesting an investigation into
the American Legislative Exchange Council’s {ALEC) provision of valuable “ALEC CARE” voter
management software to its Maine legislative members, including potentially its state chairs,
Sen. Trey Stewart and Rep. Matthew Harrington.

The complaint presents two main points: 1) ALEC’s provision of the sophisticated campaign
software amounts to an illegal and unreported in-kind contribution to Maine legislators; and 2}
If ALEC’s state chairs, named in the complaint — and any other legislators — used the software
for their campaigns, that would constitute additional violations of law.

As ALEC keeps its Maine membership fist and ALEC CARE usage data secret, CMD requested
that the Commission conduct an investigation.

ALEC’s Response

ALEC’s response to the complaint rests almost exclusively on the argument that its provision of
ALEC CARE voter management software to its legislative members cannot be considered an in-
kind campaign contribution because of its insertion of a disclaimer that legislators are not
allowed to use it for campaign purposes.

The response is notable, however, for what it does not say. ALEC does not dispute the evidence
presented by CMD that the ALEC CARE software is the exact same product as the sophisticated
campaign software created by VoterGravity, an explicitly electoral tool developed by
Republican operatives, marketed and sold to Republican candidates, and fully integrated with
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the Republican National Committee’s (RNC) voter file.! ALEC does not dispute that the software
contains multiple functions with no other plausible use than for candidates’ campaigns,
including detailed individual voter information and history, political donor status, “Turnout
Scores,” RNC voter identification humbers, and tools for making and tracking identified
supporters, door-to-door canvassing, phone banks, and election-day “Strike Lists.”? And ALEC
does not dispute that its leadership characterized ALEC CARE as a “fundamental game changer”
for its legislative members.?

if ALEC intended to simply give its legislative members a “constituent communications” toal, it
could have easily modified or disabled those electoral functions. It did not.

State Chairs’ Response

Sen. Stewart and Rep. Harrington aver that they never used ALEC CARE for their campaigns, as
does Aaron Gillham, who manages the program for ALEC. If the Commission is satisfied with
that response, it may decide not to pursue the complaint with respect to those two ALEC
members.

Nonetheless, CMD believes that the provision of the campaign software by ALEC constitutes a
violation of law in and of itself,* and urges the Commission to investigate whether other ALEC
legislative members in Maine used the software for their campaigns.

It is important to emphasize here that the main thrust of the complaint is against ALEC, as we

have direct evidence, presented in the complaint, about the electoral nature of its ALEC CARE

program, but no direct evidence of who in Maine took advantage of the ill-conceived program
for their campaigns.

ALEC CARE has been a major initiative of ALEC’s for the past two election cycles, and its state
chairs have been explicitly tasked with promoting it as a member benefit and recruitment tool
for new members.

Since 2017, ALEC has received at least $1.7 million from the Bradley Foundation to operate the
controversial voter management data program.® In Mar. 2018, ALEC hired Mr. Gillham, a Client

1 See complaint at 19 10-16 and Ex. 1 at 5-11.

2 See complaint at 1 19 and Ex. 1 at 3-4 and 11-16.
3See Ex. 1at 14.

4 See complaint at 1] 29-30.

5 See https://www.exposedbyemd.org/2021/08/20/bradley-foundation-bankrolis-controversial-
alec-voter-software/ and attached.
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Relation Specialist at VoterGravity — the partisan, for-profit outfit that developed the software
package — as its CARE Associate to “spearhead[] the full implementation of the...platform as a
member benefit within ALEC, through marketing strategies, trainings, and conference
presentations.”®

In keeping with its funding and program goals, ALEC tasks its state chairs with promoting ALEC
CARE as a membership benefit to their legislative colleagues. In a Jan. 8, 2021 email about “the
role of being a State Chair” obtained by CMD, ALEC specifically lists CARE as “software that
would cost $3,000 if bought by a member, but is a member benefit,” and provides a pre-drafted
recruitment letter for the chairs to send out that prominently features ALEC CARE. (Both
documents are attached to this memo.)

ALEC’s assessment of $3,000 as the value for the software is clearly based on what VoterGravity
would charge an average state legislative candidate for the full voter management package
over an election cycle for his or her campaign.’

As early as June 2016, ALEC’s national leadership was pushing ALEC CARE to its state chairs as
“a ‘hook’ to get your colleagues signed up for membership.” (See attached State Chair
Minutes.)

Based on the extensive evidence presented in the complaint to this Commission and our
parallel whistleblower complaint to the Internal Revenue Service,? it is clear that ALEC CARE is
designed to help ALEC's members get reelected, despite ALEC's attempted rebranding of the
campaign software as a “constituent communications” tool.

We believe, therefore, that ALEC’s provision of the software to its Maine legislative members
constitutes an illegal and unreported in-kind expenditure.

Basis for Further Investigation

Which legislators obtained a login for the CARE software and whether they used it for their
campaigns, on the other hand, will require additional investigation. For that reason, CMD has
asked to Commission to use its subpoena powers to obtain a list of those legislators and their
usage data from ALEC.

6 See https://www.linkedin.com/in/aarengillham/ and Ex. 1.

7 See Ex. 8, VoterGravity software features and pricelist.

8 See Ex. 1. The IRS complaint and full set exhibits can also be accessed here,
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21012929-alec-irs-whistleblower-complaint-
72021; https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/21012938-alec-irs-whistleblower-
complaint-72021-exhibts.
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Based on his affidavit, Mr. Gillham has full access to the login and usage data for Maine
legislators using ALEC CARE, and could easily provide that information to the Commission.® In
addition, an email to Arizona’s ALEC state chairs makes it clear that ALEC tracks the number of
legislators who use ALEC CARE. (See attached AZ ALEC Update email,)

CMD urges the Commission to obtain a list of ALEC legislators using ALEC CARE and their
detailed usage data.

Please let me know if you have any questions about the evidence we have presented or would
like any additional information,

9 See Gillham aff. at 91 3-8.
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Dear Colleague,

As we head into the 2021 session, { want to invite you to join me as a member of the American
Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC).

| currently serve as the (insert state} ALEC State Chair and have found ALEC to be the best membership
organization for state legislators who want to provide effective change for their constituents.

For just 5100 for an annual membetship, ALEC provides members with non-partisan, limited
government and free-market solutions on a wide range of poiicies. In 2020, when COVID-19 struck, ALEC
worked quickly to provide policy prescriptions for legislators across the country.

Each year, ALEC hosts two major policy conferences and several regional educational academies. These
gatherings are great opportunities to meet like-minded legislators from across the country, debate and
create model policy and hear from national political and private sector leaders. The relationships | have
developed with other national leaders at ALEC meetings have been helpful when | needed perspective
from someone whao has dealt with similar challenges.

ALEC didn’t let COVID-19 slow them down. The ALEC team put together virtual meetings and issue
briefings that delivered real solutions that | plan on using when making decisions in 2021. The ALEC
team recorded every session of the most recent States and Nation Policy Summit that happened in early
December. Follow this link to see the value ALEC provides

Beyond the nationwide network of state legislators, ALEC offers tech tools to make you more effective:

» ALEC CONNECT
o Online collaboration platform and shared resource library
o View and register for upcoming events in real-time
o Live chat with ALEC staff for support
» ALEC CARE
o Web-based system to encourage interaction between elected officials and constituents
o Customize constituent profiles, set up push text messages, and visualize data trends to
better engage with your community
o Utilize CARE to improve legislative interactions, track district events, and solicit feedback
from constituents

Please reach out to me or ALEC membership representative, Will Davies (wdavies@alec.org) with
guestions about joining. | am always happy to discuss how ALEC has positively impacted me throughout
my time in the legislature,
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From: Will Davies

To: 1.spencer.roach@gmail,cors

Cc: Eischer, Jasen; Jason Fischer

Subject: Post Call Recap

Date: Friday, January 08, 2021 4:16:44 PM
Attachments: EL State Chair Document - New chair Call. docx

2021-01-05 - Action It Wil).docx

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the Legislature. USE CAUTICN when clicking links or
opening attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Representative Roach,

Thank you for taking the time yesterday to go over the role of being a State Chair. | am excited to
work with you and Representative Fischer. | wanted to pass along the document Bill and | referenced
during the call we had yesterday. The document has folks whose memberships are current, those
whose memberships expired at the end of 2020 and those whose memberships expired at the end
of 2015 or later. It also contains the amount of money in the travel reimbursement fund.

The action item is also attached if you and Representative Fischer wanted to send that out.

Befow are some top-line things we covered during the call. Also, there will be a FAQ sheet in the
State Chair Box with everything you need to know.

State Chair Monthly Touch Points

o Week 1-Action Item Sent the First Wednesday of Every Month — This updates you on the
ALEC agenda for the month and a recruitment letter that is tailored for you to send to your
delegation.

¢ Woeek 2-The State Chairs Call Agenda and Calendar Invite and the State Intelligence Digest:
The agenda is what you should expect and look forward to the following week and the State
Intelligence Digest is a comprehensive document put together by the membership team that
highlights the political news and events happening in all 50 States.

» Week 3-The State Chairs Call on the 3™ Friday of every month at Noon EST: This 30-40
minute call serves as a check-in call. State Chairs hear about what is taking place at ALEC, they
hear from an outside speaker such as pollster Scott Rasmussen or an ALEC poticy expert who
talks about a hot button policy issue taking place in the states.

s Week 4-State Intelligence Digest is sent out

New Member information

Membership Costs: 5100 a year
New this year...the ability to join two task forces.
Wwithin a week of joining they get a call from their membership representative.
They receive a new member packet that has a welcome letter confirming their membership
and task force, relevant information related to their Task Force choice, ALEC Member benefits
such as CARE, CONNECT and other valuable information. |
o 4 week email series |
o Welcome to ALEC
o Taskforce Information
o Policy Resources
o Breakdown of ALEC Member Benefits {CARE and CONNECT)
» CARE-Constituent Analytic Research Exchange is a CRM that ailows legislators to
communicate effectively with their constituents. This software would cost
53,000 if bought by a member, but is a memher benefit.
» CONNECT-Half search engine, half online forum. CONNECT is designed to help
members find the policy documents they need while also allowing dialogue
between legislators from all parts of the country.

Best,
will
Will Davies
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Manager, Member Engagement
American Legislative Exchange Council
0:571-482-5033
c: 770-597-9078
wdavies@alec.org
- = American
Legishative
Exchange
. Couneif
LIMITED GOVERMMENT:» TREE MARKETS = FRUERALIZE
Upgoming Meetings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Salt Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Palicy Summit, December 1 — 3, San Diego CA
The American Legislative Exchange Councit is ¢ 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest nonpartisan, voluntary
membership organization of state legislotors in the United Stotes dedicated to the principles of limited government, free
markets and federalism. The Council is governed by state legisiotors who comprise the Netional Board of Legislators and is
advised by the Private Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and think tank members.
STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY
The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments to this message are intended for the exclusive use
of the addressee(s) and may contain confidentiol and/or privileged information. This message or any part thereof must not be
disclosed, copied, distributed or retained hy any person without specific and direct authorization from the addresseefs). If you
are not the intended recipient, please notify Wil Davies, ALEC, immediately at (571} 482-5033 and at wdavies@alec.org and
destroy all copies of this message and any attachments.
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. Offices of The Lynde & Harry Bradley Foundation

Bradley Foundation Bankrolls Controversial
ALEC Voter Software

By David Armiak

|
August 20th, 2021

at 12:43 PM (CDT)

& ALEC,Bradley Files, Democracy, Featured Investigations, Wisconsin

®a Leave a Comment ' ¥ & &

The Milwaukee-based Bradley Foundation has earmarked $600,000 for the American Legislative Exchange
Council’s controversial voter management campaign software and other activities this year, bringing the
total contributed for distribution of the software to ALEC’s legislative members to at least $1.7 million
since 2017.

The Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) filed an IRS whistleblower complaint against ALEC in July,
charging that the voter software program, owned by Republican operatives and directly linked to the
Republican National Committee’s voter file, amounted to more than $6 million in illegal political
expenditures during the 2020 election cycle. As a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization, ALEC is not allowed

to engage in any activity designed to influence elections.

CMD, Common Cause, and Alliance for a Better Utah are also pursuing campaign finance complaints
against ALEC and its legislative leaders in 15 states for their brazen scheme to help ALEC's overwhelmingly
Republican members win reelection.

In all, Bradley has given ALEC $5.4 million between 2011 and 2021 according to IRS filings and grants
disclosed online, with its donor advised fund, Bradley Impact Fund, chipping in another $10,500in 2019.

Prior to 2016, Bradley gave ALEC less than $100,000 per year in grants. The increase in funding followed a
2013 unrestricted transfer of $203 million to Bradley that enabled it to strategically weaponize its
grantmaking to strengthen and build right-wing infrastructure to influence state policy making and

elections.

The Bradley Foundation, which had assets of $934.4 million as of its latest available 2019 IRS filing-ieana ..
of the largest funders of the Right, providing millions in grants to groups working to suppress the
unions, and spread climate misinformation, and to right-wing media outlets. ‘ Pivacy - Tenms
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Dubbed “ALEC CARE the software, provided for free to ALEC legislative members and valued by ALEC at
$3,000 per legislator, is owned and operated by VoterGravity, a Republican voter data company conceived
and run by Ned Ryun.

Ryun, is the founder and president of a right-wing candidate training operation, American Majority, and its
voter mobilization affiliate, American Majority Action, which are closely allied with the Tea Party. American
Majority Action’s latest available IRS filing shows that it owns 84% of Voter Gravity, and both list a post

office box in Purcellville, Virginia as their address.

Between 2010 and 2019, Bradley gave American Majority $2.6 million, with Bradley Impact Fund providing
another $142,000, according to tax filings reviewed by CMD.

ALEC Uses CARE to Recruit Legislative Members

ALEC CARE is used as an important recruitment tool in convincing state lawmakers to join ALEC, emails
obtained by CMD detail.

A recruitment letter from January, written by ALEC and circulated to ALEC state chairs to distribute to
colleagues, touts ALEC CARE as one of two “tech tools to make you more effective

In another email, ALEC's manager of member engagement Will Davies outlines what new members will
receive upon joining for $100 a year. Information on ALEC CARE will be provided in a “new member
packet” and within four weeks, new members will receive a “breakdown of ALEC Member Benefits (CARE
and CONNECT)” CARE is described as a “CRM that allows legislators to communicate effectively with their
constituents. This software would cost $3,000 if bought by a member, but is a member benefit.”

CMD State Complaints Get Hearing Dates

The state complaints against ALEC and its legislative leaders asks oversight agencies to investigate the
ALEC CARE scheme, use their subpoena powers to determine the full list of ALEC state legislators
receiving the voter software, and determine whether the software was used by legislative staff on state

time or in state offices.
The state complaints can be viewed here as they are filed.

On August 4, Connecticut’s State Elections Enforcement Commission voted to authorize investigation of

the complaint.

Minnesota's Campaign Finance Board has found that the complaint states a valid violation and will hold a

hearing on Oct. 6 to determine if a formal investigation is warranted.

Maine's Ethics Commission will take up the complaint at its Sept. 29 meeting, and the oversight
commissions in Ohio and Wisconsin will consider the complaints on Oct. 7.

Other states have asked ALEC or its leaders to provide a response, but have not vet set hearing d  Prvacy - Terms
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Stayed tuned to ExposedbyCMD.org for updates on the complaints as investigations proceed.

Bradley Foundation Bankrolis Controversial ALEC Voter Software - EXPOSEDbyCMD

About David Armiak

David Armiak is research director with the Center for Media and
Democracy. David joined CMD in 2015, has conducted extensive
investigations on dark money, corporate corruption, and right-wing
networks, and is responsible for filing and analyzing hundreds of public

records requests every year. David has a strong research interest in social

movements and political power, and has delivered many talks on the subject.

He has a Bachelor's degree in philosophy and anthropology from Boston
University and a Master's degree in Anthropology from the University of

Wisconsin-Madison.
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From: Jeff Lambert <jlambert@alec.org>
Subject: June State Chair Call Minutes
Date:June 21, 2016 at 5:23:12 PM CDT
To:Membership and Events <membershipandevents@alec.org>

Attachments: State Chair Agenda.pdf (99.8 KB), State and Task Force Chair Agenda.pdf (97.9 KB), Board
Nomination Form ALEC 2016 - Members.pdf (106.1 KB), State Night Form.pdf {131.0 KB)

Dear State Chairs,
Here are the notes from Friday’s monthly State Chairs call.
State Chair Call Notes 6/17/16

Representative Alan Clemmons, (SC), Chair of State Chairs, began the call with a reminder
for the State Chairs to raise funds for their reimbursement accounts in the run-up to the
Indianapolis Annual Meeting, which is coming up very soon. He then introduced Senator
Leah Vukmir (W1}, the 2016 ALEC Nationat Chairman.

Leah Vukmir announced some exciting news: at Annual Meeting, we will be launching our
ALEC Center for Free Speech. Because the left can’t win with arguments, we have seen them
make efforts to stop speech. in my home state of Wisconsin, this has been a big issue. But the
Center for Free Speech will aliow us to fight back. The Center will develop a free speech
policy toolkit; publish State Factors; report on legislation; post updates to traditional and new
media; hold seminars, seminars and briefings; and serve as a clearinghouse of information for
those interested in what they can do to advance free speech.

Alan Clemmons thanked Chairman Vukmir for her report and introduced Jeff Lambert, Vice
President of Member Relations at ALEC.

leff Lambert We are holding a registration contest. The state with the largest percentage of
its delegation attending the meeting will be awarded $2,000 from ALEC to its scholarship
fund. We will announce the winner at the opening session. Please encourage your members
to register! Some of you have personally sent emails inviting your colleagues to sign up—
please continue to do this.

Please fill out the attached State Night Form in order to hold your State Nights. This is very
important, because it allows us to keep track of all the different State Nights. Please also
make sure that you know everyone who RSVPs to your State Night.

There will be a joint State Chair-Task Force Chair meeting on Tuesday, July 26" at 1 p.m. At
this event, the ALEC Board and the Executive Committee will discuss with you the 2016-2018
ALEC Strategic Plan, as well as other opportunities to get involved with ALEC leadership.
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Then, on Wednesday, July 27”‘, we will hold our usual business meeting for State Chairs. We
will hold Board elections—if you want to run for Board or nominate someone to run, please
fill out the attached form.

Alan Clemmons thanked the State Chairs for giving him the opportunity to serve as Chair of
State Chairs the last two years. He encouraged all of the State Chairs to look for new
leadership opportunities in ALEC. He then introduced Bill Meierling, Vice President of Public
Affairs at ALEC,

Bill Meierling announced that ALEC has begun an exciting program: the Constituent Analytics
and Research Exchange, or ALEC CARE. At Annual Meeting, we will explain it in more detail
and get you signed up. This program allows you to better interact with your constituents, and
to keep track of this interaction. Thus far, ALEC has traveled to South Carolina, Utah,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and West Virginia, and over 60 legislators have signed up for ALEC
CARE. Not only does ALEC CARE offer a chance for ALEC to expand its membership value, but
it also offers you as State Chairs a “hook” to get your colleagues signed up for membership.

Representative Jasan Saine, North Carolina State Chair, said that he had recently invited
legislative staffers to a lunch during which he introduced them to ALEC CARE, in the
expectation that they would talk to their bosses about the program. There were a lot of good
questions. Representative Saine encourages all of you to sit down with everyone from staff
to leadership to discuss ALEC CARE,

Senator Jan Angel, Washington State Chair, asked for information on how to sign up for ALEC
CARE and how much time is involved in explaining it to colleagues and leadership.

Bill Meierling indicated that you can visit aleccare.org or email him at wmeierline@alec.org
to get signed up. After the Annual Meeting, you will have plenty of information about ALEC
CARE to present to your caucuses and leadership. Bill is happy to come to your state, as well,
to present.

Bill Meierling also asked the State Chairs to read a new book by Kim Strassel of The Wall
Street Journal. This book, called The Intimidation Game, offers a look at some of the
manufactured attacks on ALEC and traces how the left has chilled speech and intimidated
people. if you know of any legislators who are apprehensive about ALEC, this book is for you
and them alike.

leff Lambert thanked the State Chairs for their participation. See you in Indianapolis!

Jeff Lambert, CAE
Vice President, Member Relations

ETH-155




American Legislative Exchange Council
2900 Crystal Drive, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

P: (571) 482-5018
C: (703) 283-5904
F: {703) 373-0927

Email: jlambert@alec.org

ALEC]

Upcoming Meetings:

2016 Annual Meeting — July 27-29, 2016 ~ Indianapalis, Indiana

2016 States and Nation Policy Summit — November 30 — December 2, 2016 — Washington,
D.C.

2017 Spring Task Force Summit — May 5, 2017 — Charlotte, North Caralina

The American Legislative Exchange Cauncil is a 501{c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest nonpartisan,
valuntary membership organization of stote legislators in the United States dedicoted to the principles of limited
government, free markets and federalism. The Cauncil is governed by state legisiotors who comprise the Natianol
Board of Legislatars and is advised by the Private Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of privete, faundation and
think tank members.

Website | Facebook | Twitter | Biog
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From: Gabriella Uli

To: Sine_Kerr; Thomas T.J. Shope; rsmoldon@b3strategies.com
Subject: AZ ALEC Update

Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 8:47:27 AM

Attachments: Imagef01.png

State Report - ARTZONA (7.15.21).pdf
2021-7-16 - AM Reaistration List - AZ.xlsx

State Chairs —

Please see our latest State Report as weil as the registration list for the upcoming Annual Meeting
attached. Please let me know of any questions you may have soaner so that | can address them prior
to the meeting,.

Looking forward to connecting with you on our State Chairs Call this afternoon.
As always, feel free to text, call, or email me!

Sincerely,
Gabriella

Gabriella M. Uli
Legislative Outreach Manager
American Legislative Exchange Council
Cell: 703-732-5608

Exchanna
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Upcoming Meetings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Sait Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Policy Summit, December 1 — 3, San Diego CA
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First Name Last Name
Sine Kerr
Aundrea DeGravina
Nicholas Willis
Michael Vargas
David Cook
Arthur Harding
Quang Nguyen
Michelle Ugenti-Rita
Jason Bedrick
Timothy Dunn
tngrid Garvey
Nancy Barto
Michael Hunter
llse Contreras Rivera
Heather Curry
Brian Murray
Andrew Wilder
Paul Boyer
Jorge Fuentes
Shawnna Bolick

Gail Griffin
Stacy Derstine
Marie Isaacson
Joshua Kredit  Kredit
Sabrina Vazquez
Megan Martin
Katherine Dauphinais
Kimberly Lawson
Venden Leach
David Gowan
Darbi Jenkins
John Kavanagh
Steven Kaiser
Mark Finchem
Nicholas Schilligo
Thomas Shope
Thomas Dorn
Jacob Hoffman
Benjamin Toma
Justin Wilmeth
Edith Lefevre
Joseph Chaplik
Chad Heinrich

Email Address
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Frank
Russell
Andrew
Steven
John

Carroll
Smoldon
Pappas
Voeller
Allen
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Company Name

Arizona State Legislature

Molera Alvarez

DeMenna Public Affairs

Arizona Public Service Company
Arizona State Legislature

Office of the Arizona Governor
Arizona State Legislature

Arizona Legislature

EdChoice

Arizona State Legislature
Maricopa County Treasurer's Office
Arizona State Legislature

Arizona House of Representatives
DeMenna Public Affairs
Goldwater Institute

Summit Consulting Group
Arizona House of Representatives
Arizona State Legislature

Arizona State Legislature

Arizona State Legislature

Arizona State Legislature

Arizona Public Service Company
Isaacson Law Firm, P.C.

Arizona Attorney General
University of Arizona

Salt River Project

Excelinkd

Guardian/

Title

Senator

Associate of State Legislative Affairs
Legislative Director

Directar of State and Local Affairs
Representative

Deputy Director, Legislative Affairs
Representative

Senator

Director of Policy

Representative

Chief Deputy Treasurer

Senator

Chief of Staff

Director of Special Projects
Director, Strategic Engagement
partner

Director of Communications
Senator

Senior Policy Advisor & Staff Attorney
Representative

Representative

Vice President of External Affairs
Principal

Deputy Attorney General
Assistant VP State Relations

Sr. Gov't Relations Representative
Regional Advocacy Director-West
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Arizona State Legislature

B3 Strategies

Arizona House of Representatives
University of Arizona

Maricopa County Treasurer

Representative

CEO

General Counsel

Vice President, Government and Community Relations
County Treasurer
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Registration Type

Work State/Prov.

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legislative Non-Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legisiative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legistative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member

Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizana
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
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ALEC Legislative Member

ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Member
ALEC/ACCE Government/Legislative Staff
ALEC/ACCE Private Sector Non-Member
ACCE Elected Official Member

Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
Arizona
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Primary Registrant (Guest of)

Kerr, Sine
DeGravina, Aundrea
Willis, Nicholas
Vargas, Michael
Cook, David
Harding, Arthur
Nguyen, Quang
Ugenti-Rita, Michelle
Bedrick, Jason
Dunn, Timothy
Garvey, Ingrid
Barto, Nancy
Hunter, Michael
Contreras Rivera, ilse
Curry, Heather
Murray, Brian
wilder, Andrew
Boyer, Paul
Fuentes, Jorge
Bolick, Shawnna
Griffin, Gail
Derstine, Stacy
lIsaacson, Marie
Kredit, Joshua Kredit
Vazquez, Sabrina
Martin, Megan
Dauphinais, Katherine
Lawson, Kimberly
Leach, Venden
Gowan, David
Jenkins, Darbi
Kavanagh, John
Kaiser, Steven
Finchem, Mark
Schilligo, Nicholas
Shope, Thomas
Dorn, Thomas
Hoffman, Jacob
Toma, Benjamin
Wilmeth, Justin
Lefevre, Edith
Chaplik, Joseph
Heinrich, Chad
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Carroll, Frank
Smoldon, Russell
Pappas, Andrew
Voeller, Steven
Allen, John
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From:
Subject: Biden Stands Up for Voter Suppression
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 8:08:46 AM

Another great article on how Biden and Democrats are actually trying to pass laws that that would open our election
system to massive voting fraud and election cheating! Their words say one thing as their actions and propesed bills do the
opposite! The Democrat party is the party that supported slavery, that imposed Jim Crow laws, that opposed opening
voting to black Americans, that supported and even had members in the KuKluxKlan...so now we are supposed to accept
what Biden says about voting?!

Read this article to become better informed!

BIDEN WATCH

Biden Stands Up for Voter
Suppression

And, of course, plays the race card. July 15, 2021, 12:07 AM
President Biden gives speech on voting righis, Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. July 13,
B8 2027 (YouTube sereenshot)
by JEFFREY LORD

arlier this week President Joe Biden went to Philadeiphia, the birthplace of the United States, and urged

voter suppression. And, of course, he played the race card. Of course he did — that’s what his Party of

Race always does.

Among other things, Biden said this:

From denying enslaved people fu- — full citizenship until the 13th, 14th, and 13th Amendments after the Civil
War; to denying women the right to vote until the 19th Amendment 100 years ago; fo poll taxes and literacy
tests, and the Ku Kl Klan campaigns of violence and terror that lasted into the "50s and '60s; to the Suprenie
Court decision in 2013 and then again just two weeks ago — a decision that weakened the landmark Voting
Rights Act; to the willful attacks — election aftacks in 2020, and then to a whole other level af threat — the

violence and the deadly insurrection on the Capitol on January 6th.

What did he leave out there?

It was his party — the Democratic Party — that supported slavery and was created as a political party in the first

place by slave masters.
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It was his party — the Demacratic Party — whose members of Congress voted against the 13th Amendment that at

against the 14th Amendment that gave blacks due process rights, and vated against the 15th Amendment that gave

It was a leader of his party — the “progressive” Democrat Woodrow Wilson — who opposed giving women the right to vc

jmmense pressure from suffragettes, grudgingly caving on the issue late in his second term,

It was Joe Biden’s Democratic Party that imposed poll taxes and literacy tests — Jim Crow laws — on black voters,

1t was Joe Biden’s Democratic Party that used the Ku Klux Klan as its military arm to terrify, to Iynch, black Amer

It was Joe Biden who gave the eulogy for Sen. Robert Byrd, his friend who had been a leader in the Ku Klux Klan.

And Jan. 67 Where was Joe Biden when one American city after another — all run by Democrats — were being burmed an

20207 He was silent as a church mouse.

And voting rights? Really? Who is kidding whom? Over at the Daly Signal there is this article about election law and voti

home state of Delaware — the state he represented in the U.S. Senate for a full 36 — say again, 36! — years:

Biden has called Georgia's voting law “Jim Crow in the 215t century.”

Unlike Georgia, however, Biden’s home state of Delmwvare has never allowed early in-person voting, The state will beg

according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.

“I was just actually looking at a comparison of the fwo states that somebody did [that] one of our legislators ... sent ou

Brian Kemp, a Republican, told The Daily Signal last week. “It’s really interesting, especially when you look at the opy

carly in owr state versus Deleaware. I mean, it’s a world of difference. The president should be worried abaut his own st
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of Georgia.”

Moreover, evern when Delaware does allow it, Georgia will still provide seven more days of early in-person voting thar

president represented in the Senate from 1973 fo 2009,

“Delaware offers early voting beginning in 2022 for 10 days before the election, a litfle more than half the number of a

Georgia,” said Snead, of the Honest Elections Project. “This undercuts the narrative that Georgia is trying fo restrict

Similar to Georgia, Delaware under its new law will allow Saturday and Sunday voting.

The Washington Post’s fact-check columnist vwho gave Biden “four Pinocchios, ” the newspaper's highest rating for a f.

“Wa were curious what the early-voting rules were in Delaware, Biden's home state. It turns out Delaware did not alle

voting in 2020. A law signed in 2019 will permit early voting starfing in 2022. (Voting hours ave 7 am. to 8 p.m. on Ele

Delaware, the first state to ratify the {1.5. Constitution, is among the last in the country fo allow early voting, as 43 stat

form, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. The average for early voting is 19 days.

In other words, by Biden’s sudden new standards his own state of Delaware has been suppressing the vote for years — and

36 years.

So what do we have here?

card — yet again, He said, “The 21st century Jim Crow assault is real. It’s unrelenting, and we’re going to challenge it vig

Anyone who watched the vote counting in Phitadelphia on TV saw legal election observers being kept a minimum of six f¢

they did the counting. Kept behind bicycle racks. Which is to say, they were forcibly kept from doing their jobs as observe:

Yet there is Joe Biden saying this:

It’s no longer just about who gets to vote or making it easier for eligible vofers fo vofe. it's about who gets to counf the

count whether or not your vote counted at all. ..

To me, this is simple: This is election subversion. It’s the most dangerous threat to voting and the integrity of free and f

history. Never before have they decided who gets to count — count — whal votes count,

In fact, the election subversion in Philadelphia was run by Joe Biden’s Democratic Party — to benefit Joe Biden.

Make no mistake. What Joe Biden is about is exacily voter suppression, His party did it in Philadelphia in 2020, and

they are determined to do it again,

Shocking.
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Not.

“Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly and applying the wrong
remedies....” Grouch Marx
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From: Falr Lines America News

Subject: Brnovich v. DNC - July 1, 2021
Date: Thursday, July 1, 2021 11:35:11 AM
Attachments: jmaged01.png
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Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA July 1, 2021
FOUMDATION
National News
Brnovich v, DNC

In a 6-3 opinion, the U.S. Supreme Court found that Arizona’s out-of-precinct
ballot policy and its ballot collection law do not violate Section 2 of the Voting
Rights Act because the minimal burdens imposed by these time, place, and
manner voting rules did not lead to Arizona’s electoral system being less open to
minority voters. The majority explained that many of the totality of
circumstances factors used to analyze racial vote dilution claims under Section 2
are “plainly inapplicable” to challenges to facially neutral time, place, and
manner election rules, with their only purpose in this context being to establish

past discrimination and whether those effects remain today.

The court provided a list of relevant circumstances for analyzing claims like

these, including;:

o the size of the burden imposed by the rule beyond the “usual burdens of
voting,”

« the historical and current usage of the challenged rule or practice by the
state and its usage in other jurisdictions

» the size of the racial or ethnic disparities in its impact

» and the strength of the state’s interest for adopting the rule.

Additionally, the majority stated that such rules must be assessed in the context
of the state’s entire election system, including the availability of other voting
methods. Finally, the majority explicitly rejected that disparate impact alone
was sufficient to prove a violation of Section 2 and the additional requirement
that a state show the rule at issue was the least restrictive means to accomplish

their policy objective.
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Justice Alito penned the majority opinion, joined by Chief Justice Roberts and
Justices Thomas, Gorsuch, Kavanaugh, and Barrett. Justice Kagan wrote a

dissent, joined by Justices Breyer and Sotomayor.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.
To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subseribe”. To unsubscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubscribe”.
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From: Fair Lines America News
Subject: Census Data Release Announcement - August 5, 2021
Date: Thursday, August 5, 2021 11:52:07 AM

Attachments: image001.png
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Importance: High

Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA August 5, 2021

FOUNDATION

National News

Census Data Release Announcement

The U.S. Census Bureau announced today that the 2020 Census legacy format
data will be released on August 12th at 1 p.m., four days earlier than expected.
The Bureau will hold a press conference on the release date to discuss initial

analysis of the results.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.
To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”. To unsubscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubscribe”.
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From: Lisa B, Nefson

To: 1.0, Mesnard

Subject: CEO Update: Cur Union is A Process
Date; Thursday, July 1, 2021 1:28:11 PM

Bring Your ldeas fo the Talée

Emiad ot displayirgy comecity?
Vigw it in yous broseser

Friends,

In 1776, delegates from what would become the states signed
the Declaration of Independence, marking our political
separation from Great Britain and the birth of a new nation.
Years after its ratification, again in Philadelphia, our Founding
Fathers spent several hot summer months in even more
heated debates and discussions to write what we know today
as the U.S. Constitution. Still, years later, the First Federal
Congress added the bill of rights to the Constitution, which

among other things divides enshrined free speech rights and

codified the role of states in view of the federal government.

You see, the “more perfect union” envisioned by our founders isn't a destination. itis a
process—one we revisit every day with added context encompassing various perspectives
as well as new challenges brought about by societal evolution.

It is in this vein ALEC exists. We
meet in an academic
environment to engage in
deliberative debate. Any
legistator can submit a policy for
consideration. This means all
ideas are weicome, but only the
best ideas—the ideas vetted and
amended through debate—
become ALEC model paolicies. It
is why ALEC models become law
with incredible frequency. It is
aiso why so many target ALEC
with uneducated attacks aimed
at confusing the public about the
importance of good model policy.

8

It is the tactic of cancel culture waged in the marketplace of ideas.

Because no one has a monopoly on good ideas, we offer a seat at the table for everyone.
We are open for business, and all ideas are welcome. We exist to find consensus on an
exploration on the impact of the issues. Along the way, we encounter speed bumps,
challenges, arguments and ultimately, compromise~it's iron sharpening iron. And that's
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the point.

Every one of our task forces has a great diversity in members from across all 50 states
and industry sectors. Every legislator's and entrepreneur’s perspective looks completely
different. Again, this is why ALEC exists,

Ten years ago, ALEC members took positions on all sides of the education/Common Core
issue. Today we have members on muitiple sides of issues like environmental
stewardship and technology innovation. In each case—and over time—consensus is the
objective.

The diversity of ideas and perspective is reflected in our model policy library, and the draft
policies we will consider at the 48th Al EC Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City.

Be part of developing that consensus. Participate in the debate at Annual Meeting.
Thousands of state legislators and stakeholders from across the states will come together
to take policy deep dives. Topics for discussion range from technology regutation and
energy to direct-to-consumer sales issues and sustainable energy development. We want
to find the best policy, and that’s what the ALEC Annual Meeting is all about.

We're seeing record registration as people gear up to engage in these discussions,
including first-time attendees who are looking forward to bringing new fuel and ideas to the
table, and taking home the real solutions and results guaranteed at our meetings.

It's clear~the ALEC family is ready to come together and engage in the time-honored
tradition of debate that has made our country the greatest democracy in the history of the
world. The only way to make the potential for positive change into a reality is to look up
from our smartphones, cross the divide built between us and put our heads together to do
what our state legislators do best: make sure our government works for all.

Our states are the laboratories of democracy, and the ALEC Annual Meeting is where
state leaders formulate the policy solutions to address our biggest issues. Join us in the
discussion-models up for consideration at Annual Meeting went on the website yesterday.

Have a safe Fourth of July with family and friends, and remember that while we celebrate
our independence, ALEC is here to ensure our founding principles of individual liberty and
free enterprise live on.

Your Friend,

Lisa B. Nelsor
Chief Executive Officer
American Legislative Exchange Council

In Memorlam: Donald Rumsfeld (1932-2021)

As many of you have probably heard, Donald Rumsfeld passed away earljer this week.
The former Secrelary was a friend of limited government and free market causes, a fong-
time financial supporter of ALEC and a civil servant who will be missed. I'd like to share
this clip, which depicts a reenactment of the now-famous 1974 dinner between ALEC
Schalar and Rich States Poor States author, Laffer, Rumsfeid, Wanniski and Cheney in
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which Dr. Laffer scribbled his Laffer Curve on a napkin.

Folow on Twitter  Friend on Facebook Subscribe for More

Clapyrighl © 2021, A dghis reserved
Cur mailing address is:

American Legidative Exchange Codncli
2660 Crystal Drive

Aslirgion, Ya 22202

update subscription preferences
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From: Tyler Duvelius

To: Tyler Duvelius

Subject: Conservative Energy Network Happy Hour
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:05:26 AM

Attachments: imagedd2.png
jmagelD3.ong
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image(05.png
CEN ALEC Reception.pdf

Good morning,

Attached, please find an invitation to the Conservative Energy Network Happy Hour tomorrow
evening (7/28) at Caffe Molise. The happy hour will be from 4:30pm to 6:30pm. Deinks and hors
devours will be provided, Caffe Molise is a short, 8 minute walk from The Grand America Hotel.

I also wanted to draw your attention to the Resolution to Protect Access for Al Electric Generation
lechnologies, sponsored by State Representative Steve Handy of Utah. This resolution is designed to
protect markets across the country and to make sure that government is not in the business of
picking ‘winners and losers’. Instead of outright bans on specific energy or electricity types, states
should be open to transparent discussions on energy and electricity investments and adopt a
balanced ‘all of the above’ approach based on market dynamics and customer preference.

Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone or text at || | I with anv questions about our
reception or the above resolution. | look forward to seeing you soon!

Many thanks!

Tyler M. Duvelius

Director of External Affairs
m:
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From: Lourdes Bautista

To: Lourdes Bautista

Cc: Bartlett Cleland; Madison Crawley

Subject! Criminal Justice Task Force Meeting- AM 21 Salt Lake City, Utah- Speaker Registration
Date! Tuesday, July 27, 2021 4:57:35 PM

Importance: High

Dear Criminal Justice Task Force Speakers,

Thank you again for agreeing to speak at our Criminal Justice Task Force meeting this Thursday, July

29t 4t 2:00 pm in the Murano room, 1% flggr. We are very excited to have you join us and hear
about your experiences in the criminal justice field.

Before our meeting, please make sure you have registered for our Annual Meeting. If you have not
one so alrea lease le know at your earliest convenience to hel u connect with our
vent team et youu fore your ntation,

If you are planning to present any material to the task force members (power point presentations,

articles, publications, reports, etc.}, please plan to arrive 15 min earlier to test audio and check ppps.

You can also send me these materials before the meeting as a contingency plan.

If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (239) 771-0665.

i look forward to seeing you on Thursday!

Best Regards,

Lourdes Bautista
Policy Analyst
American Legislative Exchange Council

baytista@alec.org

o: I
c
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From: ALEC Fyents

To: David Gowan
Subject: Day 2 of Virtual Subcommittees for the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 7:04:53 AM
7]
Dear David,

We are looking forward to seeing you at the virtual subcommittee meetings taking place
todayt Be sure to read through this note to learn more about exciting pragramming
taking place next week in Salt Lake City.

As a reminder, we will be hosting the subcommittee meetings in a virtual format. The
subcommittees will take place on the Zoom platform. To help keep the exchange of
ideas interactive, you will be required to join these meetings via a web camera. Please
note, dialing into the meeting via a phone line will not be an option for these meetings.

See below for the links to join the task force subcommittee meetings taking place from
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July 21 - July 23, 2021, Click here for a full agenda of the ALEC Annual Meetings.

Note, all times listed below are in EDT.

Homeland
Security
Subcommittee

Wednesday, July
21

4.00PM - 5:00PM

Energy )
Environment and Health anq Tax anq Fiscal
Ag ; re Aduman oervices
ricultu Human Se‘ ices Eollcy_

S o ittee =upcommitice 2ubcommities
ubcommitte Subcommitte Subcommittee
Wednesday, July Wednesday, July Wednesday, July

21 21
21
11:00AM - 3:00PM - 4:00PM 3:00PM - 5:30PM
2:00PM
[z]

Education a

Criminal Justice
Subcommittee

Thursday, July 22
11:30AM - 1:00PM

Development

Workforce

Subcommittee
Thursday, July 22

12:30PM - 3:00PM

Federalism and

International Relations

Subcommittee
Thursday, July 22
2:00PM - 5:30PM
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Commerce, Insurance and Ecgnbmig Development Subcommittee
Friday, July 23
2:00PM - 4:00PM

Check out these tips & tricks for a successful virtual meeting!

o Test your internet connection prior to joining.
o Download a background to professionalize your space.
« Remember to check if you are muted or unmuted before speaking.

¢ Utilize the chat feature. If you have a gquestion, ask it!

Getting excited to join ALEC in Salt Lake City?

Be sure to catch these can't miss workshops next week!

» Free Market Reforms to Promote Housing Affordabitity
o Tech Talk: Content Moderation on Social Media Platforms
¢ School Choice: Legislative Wrap Up

e Short-Term Rentals and Online Travel Agents-Driving the Travel and Tourism
Recovery

e Avoiding a Broadband Boondoggle: Strategies for Oversight and Smart Spending of
American Rescue Plan Funds

¢ China vs. the US: Will China Overiake the US Economically?

» Genetic Data Privacy; Best Practices for American Companies to  Protect
Customers' Data

« Pharmaceutical Pricing Legislation: Voter Priorities, Legislative Proposals, and State
and National Impact

« The High Stakes of Donor Privacy: A Real-Life Story of Threats, Harassment and
Reprisals
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A Legislator’s Primer on How Elections Work in America

s The Fallibility of Human Systems: How welfare, unemployment, and even election
processes are built for failure

e Taxing Tech: Will State Regulation Harm Consumers and Raise Prices?

« How Technology Can Help Foster Children Have Families, Drive Government
Efficiency and Save Taxpayer Money

Have a question? Contact the ALEC Events Team at meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,

The ALEC Events Team
American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org

if you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Opt-Out.

Bm

[
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From: ALEC Events

To: David Gowan
Subject: Day 3 of Virual Subcommittees for the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:05:52 AM
(]
Dear David,

Today is the third day of subcommittee meetings! We hope you will Join us for what we
know will be another day of great policy debate and exchanging of ideas. With our in-
person meeting kicking off in just under one week, see below for additional
programming and great opportunities!

As a reminder, we will be hosting the subcommittee meetings in a virtual format. The
subcommittees will take place on the Zoom platform. To help keep the exchange of
ideas interactive, you will be required to join these meetings via a web camera. Please
note, dialing into the meeting via a phone line wili not be an option for these meetings.
For entree into the meeting, please make sure your name on the Zoom account
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matches the name you registered with.

See below for the links to join the task force subcommittee meetings taking place on
July 22 and July 23, 2021. Click here for a full agenda of the ALEC Annual Meetings.

Note, all times listed below are in EDT.

— : : ducation_and Workforce » Federalism ag”d
Criminal Jusfice Development International Relations
Subcommittee Subcommittee Subcommittee

Thursday, July 22 Thursday, July 22 Thursday, July 22
11:30AM - 1:00PM 12:30PM - 3.00PM 2:00PM - 5:30PM

Friday, July 23
2:00PM - 4:00PM

Check out these tips & tricks for a successful virtual meeting!

Test your internet connection prior to joining.

Download a background to professionalize your space.

Remember to check if you are muted or unmuted before speaking.

Utilize the chat feature. If you have a question, ask it!
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This time next week, we will be together in Salt Lake City! Take advantage of
these great trainings and opportunities.

CARE Training (Rolling 30-Minute Sessions)
CONNECT Training (Rolling 30-Minute Sessions})

Writing The History Of The Future: Messaging Strategies To Reclaim States' Power &
American Exceptionalism

Legislative Staff Training
How You Implement an America First Agenda
Modern Polling: Getting Participation and Accurate Results

Media Row at the ALEC Annual Meeting

Fill out this quick form to participate in a media junket during the 48" Annual Meeting in
Salt Lake City, UT. Once you complete the form, the ALEC booking team will be in
touch.

With questions, please contact ALEC Press Secretary Alexis Jarrett
(ajar alec.org).

While in the capitol city of Utah, do not miss the opportunity to see the Utah
State Capitol!

Reservations are available for tours starting at 2:30 PM on Friday, July 30.
Transportation will be on your own to the captiol. For more information, please contact
meetings@alec.org.

Have a question? Contact the ALEC Events Team at meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,

The ALEC Events Team
American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org

If you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Opt-Out.
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From: American Legislative Exchange Coundi

To: 1.0. Mesnard
Subject: Day Two at the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting
Date; Thursday, July 29, 2021 8:54:02 PM
45ih ALEC Annuat Meeting 5" Ihisﬂqmai] nn[t! displaying correctly?
haw it in yous browsser,
% i@ | Welcome to the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting

Thursday, Juiy 29 Recap
Today's Plenary Speakers

2
Governor Greg Abbott Congressman Biake Moore Congressman John Curtis
Texas Utah Utah
Walch Here Watch Here Watch Here
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e

Scott Puisipher Marc Harrison
Western Governor's University  Intermountain Heaithcare
Watch Here Watch Here

Thursday Lunch

(2] =]
G;;érnor.Spenéer Cox Dennis Quaidm_'
Utah
atch Here ch Here

And Special Panel Discussions from:
The American Conservative Union
Watch Here
and
ACCE: The American City County Exchange

Watch Here

2 % Get your voice heard B | ALECtv Highlights
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The Annuai Meeting also will have
numerous opportunities to make yourself
available to media and bring your message
to the airwaves, the presses and the
podcasts. Click below to fill out a Media
Form to help us facilitate booking you.

%

Workshop Tomorrow: Medical
Marijuana

As marijuana continues to grow as an
accepted aiternative treatment for many
medical conditions, legislators are looking
at their policies in new ways. This
workshop will discuss medical marijuana
as a treatment, and the laws, regulations
and public policy issues that surround state
legislation.

Join us at 10:30 AM in Imperial Ballroom
A

3

Matthew Fisher sits down with Joe
DeSantis of Gingrich 360 to discuss
healthcare reform ideas and ways to
reduce medical costs.
Watch Here

Michelle Bekkering National Enpagenient
Director for the US Global Leadesship
Coalition, sits down with Kelley Currie,
former U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Woinen’s Issues, Kelley Cumie
and Roya Rahmauni, Afghan ambassador
to the United States of America to discuss
the importance of women in foreign
policy and international relations.

Waich Here

H

John Ramsey, founder of the Bill of
Financial Responsibility Project, stops by
ALECtv to discuss the importance of
fiscal responsibility, accountability, and
50 much more.

Watch Here

There's Much More from ALEC
Check OQut A1l Videos Here

z 2] 1 Tomorrow's Plenary Speakers
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Friday Breakfast

Former Sec. Energy Rick Perry SenatullJ'tl:':ke Lee Congressmtr:a%hns Stewart

{E
Ambassador H.E. Khim-Hsiao Sen. Tim Scott Dan Liljenquist
Taiwan South Carolina Intermountain Healthcare
Friday Lunch
=] =] =]
Former Cangressman Jason Rikki Schlott Congressman Burgess
Owens
Chaffetz Utah

And an Education Panel Featuring:
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State Sen. Patricia Rucker Dr..Tony .Bennett'

West Virginia Stride, Inc.
] il
Bryan Flood Corey' DeAngelis
Stride, Inc. Cato Institute
Join the Conversation
B

|

Jain the conversation on Social Media with our Meeting Hashtags:

#ALECInSLC and #ALECIdeas

Don't Miss a Beat With the ALEC Annual Meeting App — Download Today!

7]

B

!

The 48th ALEC Annual Meeting is going mabile with an event app. This app will inciude agendas, sorial media
and much more at the palm of your hand. Make sure to download the Annuai Meeting App today!

Follow on Twitter | Friend on Facebook | Subscr be for More information

Copyrght ©2021 Alf rights reserved.

Qur mailing address is:

American Legisiative Exchange Council
2900 Crysial Drive

Astinglon, Va 22202
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From: Carly Good

To: Sine Kerr

Subjec: EFA Annual Meeting Update

Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 1:33:03 PM

Energy, Environment and Agriculiure Task Farce Update Ensaif nel displaying correcily?
View it in your browser.

2] Hi EEA Legislators,

1 am so excited to meet you all in Salt Lake City! We
have an amazing lineup of presentations and model
policies for consideration this cycle. All of the most
updated agenda items can be found on our website - |
have linked the EEA event page here for easy access.

A few exciting things for your radars -

EEA is hosting a tour and policy briefing at the world's

largest open-pit copper mine on Tuesday July 27"

located in SLC, and you are all invited! Due to capacity restrictions, we have a very limited
number of siots available and registration will be first come first serve. You can register for

the event and find more details on the Eventbrite page linked here. Once we receive your
registration, we will confirm with you if we are able to accommodate your spot.

Also on the evening of July 27" we will be hosting a task force dinner for all EEA
legistative members to kick off the conference. Be sure and book your travel accordingly i
you'd like to attend. More details to come soon.

IMPORTANT: Please remember to register for Annual Meeting by JULY 16t in order to

participate in the virtual EEA subcommittee meeting on July 215!, We will be having all

model policy presentations during the subcommittee meeting, so make sure you are
able to tune in if you have any questions or comments on any of the model policies.

As always, please feel free to reach out to me directly if you have any questions! | look
forward to a great meeting with you ali!

All the best,
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Carly Good
Manager, Energy, Environment and Agriculture Task Force
American Legislative Exchange Council

Fotiow on Twitter | Frend on Facebook | Subsciibe for More Information
Copynoht € 2021 A nghls reserd

ursubscribe from ail emails  updale subsciplion preferences
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From: Carly Good

To: Carly Good
Cc: Lee Schalk
Subject: EEA Subcommittee Meeting TOMORROW
Date: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:04:45 AM
Attachments: imageQ01.png

EEA AM21 Subcommittee Agenda - public.doox
Importance: High

Hi EEA participants,

This week marks the start of ALEC Annual Meeting 2021}

As a final reminder — our EEA subcommittees meeting will take place TOMORROW, July 215 from
11:00am-2:00pm EASTERN, Here is the link to join that meeting; https://z00m.us/i/96798329855°
pwd=QWIFTUZIVWU4ANzZEa2 11 MXhidUFW1ITO9

Please come prepared with questions/comments on the model policies. | have linked the EEA event
page here for easy access to all of the poiicies. | have also attached the agenda for tomorrow’s
meeting to this email.

| look forward to seeing you all {virtually) tomorrow and in Salt Lake City next week!
Best,

Carly Good

Task Force Manager

Energy, Environment and Agriculture
American Legistative Exchange Council

I
o: I
Email: cgood@alec.org
Exchongd

UIMITER GIRTINMTNS « FREC MAMETE & FEDERALISH

Amiarican
Leyinkitve

Upcoming Meetings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Sait Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Policy Summit, Decermnber 1 -3, San Diego CA

The American Legisiative Exchange Council is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest
nonpartisan, voluntary membership organization of state legislators in the United States dedicated
to the principles of limited government, free markets and federalism. The Council is governed by
state legislators who comprise the National Board of Legislatars and is advised by the Private
Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and think tank members.
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11:00 AM

11:10 AM

11:10 AM

11:25 AM

11:40 AM

11:55 PM

12:10PM

12:25PM

12:40 PM

12:55PM

1;10 PM

1:25 PM

1:40 PM

EEA Subcommittees Meeting Agenda

Annual Meeting | Virtual
Wednesday, July 21, 2021 | 11:00am-2:00pm EST
Cali to Order, Welcome and Introductions
Model Policy Palooza! (15 minutes each}
Hydrogen Tax Incentives Act

Resolution Supporting States Establish Electric Vehicle Charging Stations as a
Competitive Market Free From Utility Commission Regulation

Resclution Supporting the Preservation of the Existing Nuclear Fleet and Deployment
of Advanced Nuclear Technologies

Act to Establish Statewide Uniformity for Essential Plastic Regulations
Safeguarding Greenhouse Gas Regulatory Authority Act

Resolution on Environmental and Economic Stewardship

Resclution to Protect Market Access for All Electricity Generators
Energy Discrimination Elimination Act

Affordable, Abundant, Reliable Electricity Act

Resolution Supporting Reliable and Affordable Energy

Adjournment
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From: American Legislative Exchange Countil

To: 3.0, Mespard
Subject: Every Child Deserves a Family
Date: Friday, July 2, 2021 9:27:56 AM
- Adopficn Policy in the Slafea Ia this emaif nol displaying comectly?

View it m your prowser,

@

Every Child Deserves a Family

On independence Day, many of us will gather with family to celebrate our great nation. But not ali are
so lucky. As part of the foster care system, more than 400,000 children in Ametica don't have a family.
Former foster youth represent 30% of the homeless and 25% of the prison population. Getting foster
care systems wrong has major human and financial costs.

At the 48th ALEC Annual Meeling in Salt Lake City from July 28-30, leam how you can change
outcomes for childran and save taxpayer money in Arizotia from Binti.

Every state in the U.S. currently pays millions—or tens of millions—of dolfars per year maintaining a
state child welfare IT system.

At the ALEC Annuat Meeting, !leam how child welfare administrators and advocates are making
change and improving outcomes in New Mexico, Florida, North Carolina and other states—alt while
saving taxpayer money by partnering with Binti Child Welfare.

7]
" Felicia Curcuru Brian Blalock ~ Sixto Cancel
Binti Co-Founder New Mexico Think of Us CEO
and CEO Secretary of Child
welfare

‘Matthew Anderson Jenn Petion |
Children's Home Family Support |
Society of North Services of North : |

Caroclina VP of Florida President :
Programs
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B

B | Learn More About Binti on ALEC TV and the Across the States Podcast

Felicia Curcuru on ALEC TV Across the States Podcast:
Ep. 10, Adoption in the States

Follow an Twitter | Friend on Facebgok | Subscr be for More Information

Copyright ©2021 All rights reserved.

Qur mailing address is:

American Legislative Exchange Councll
2900 Crystal Oive

Adingten, Va 22202

unsubscribe from ail emails | update subscription preferences
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From: Eair Lines America News
Subject: Fair Lines America Foundation News - July 7, 2021
Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 7:33:33 AM
Attachments: image)01l.png

imagef(3.png

imagelg5.ong

imageQ0?7.png

FAIR LINES AMERICA

_ July 7, 2021
FOURDATION

Redistricting News

National News

2020 Census

Census 2020 administrators are concerned that the coronavirus pandemic

resulted in an undercount of persons renting apartments.

Redistricting News
Multiple news outlets looked out how

licans add medium-to-

large cities like Nashville in the upcoming redistricting.

State News

Colorado

The Colorado Congressional
redistricting commission's first draft
map is reportedly favorable to
Democrats.

New Mexico

The state’s new redistricting
committee approved an online portal
for receiving public input on the
redistricting process but rejected a
proposed rule that sought to bar or
require disclosure of members’
conversations with non-members
about new congressional or legislative

redistricting maps.

Florida

State Senator Ray Rodrigues was
selected to serve as Chair of the
Florida Senate’s Committee on
Reapportionment in the upcoming

legislative session.

Virginia

One of the Republican-appointed
members of the state’s redistricting
commission resigned this week and
the remaining commissioners hope to

vote on his replacement in mid-July.
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Wisconsin

Republican leadership in the State
Legislature have asked the Wisconsin
Supreme Court to review a state
court’s ruling earlier this year that
they improperly hired private
attorneys with taxpayer funds to
represent them in future redistricting
challenges.

The American Redistricting Project

New content at The American Redistricting Project includes a new Redistricting
Weekly, a 2020 Apportionment blog post, an updated blog post on Redistrictin

Control, and updates on our litigation page and ballot measure tracker.
EEH
BEan
EEB

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.
To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subseribe”. To unsubscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubseribe”.
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Fram: Eair Lin merica News

Subject: Fair Lines America Foundation News - July 14, 2021
Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 12:34:27 PM
Attachments: image001.png
image0d3.png
image005.png
imageQ0?7.png
Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA July 14, 2021
FOUNDATIOHN
National News
Redistricting News

Due to the redistricting data delay, 2022 congressional candidates for both
parties have begun their campaigns without knowledge of which district they

will be running in.

State News

Colorado
The state’s congressional redistricting

commission will ask the Colorado
Supreme Court whether final maps

can be delivered after the state’s
constitutional deadline. Eastern
Colorado officials expressed concern
as to the placement of Washington
County in the legislative commission’s

preliminary plan.

Iowa
State Democrats appointed an Iowa
attorney to serve as a replacement

commissioner on the Temporary
Redistricting Advisory Commission.

Maine

Hampered by census data delays, the

state’s apportionment commission is

hoping the Maine Supreme Court will

Georgia

High school and college age persons
are speaking up in redistricting town
halls asking for simpler district
shapes and for communities of

interest to be kept intact.

Kansas

Population movements will require
Kansas’ districts to be reconfigured,
with district 3 now overpopulated and
the other 3 underpopulated.

Maryland
After Governor Hogan established his
Citizens Redistricting Commission in

January, State Democratic leaders
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give it more time to complete
redistricting beyond the state

constitutional deadlines.

Massachusetts

Local officials urged members of the
Legislature’s Committee on
Redistricting to not split towns and
cities when redrawing the state’s

congressional districts.

Missouri

Governor Parson appointed €0
to serve on the House and Senate
Independent Bipartisan Citizens
Commissions, which are tasked with
redrawing Missouri’s legislative
districts. The state’s legislative
committee for redistricting expects a
bipartisan and non-confrontational
redistricting process in a special

session later in the year.

New Jersey

The New Jersey Supreme Court’s
chief justice requested that state party
leaders submit their list of candidates

for the 11! commissioner on the
state’s redistricting commission by

August 10.

Washingion

The Washington State Redistricting
Commission released the first phase
of its publi

available mapping tool.

unveiled their own 7-member
Legislative Redistricting Advisory
Commission to aid in redistricting the
state,

Michigan

The Michigan Supreme Court denied
a request by the state’s redistricting
commission to delay their
redistricting deadlines, stating that to
do so would be pre-emptive and
unwarranted

Montana

The state’s Districting and
Apportionment Commission agreed
on criteria for congressional

redistricting and, after lengthy
debate, for legislative redistricting.

Ohio

The ACLU of Ohio is suing the leaders
of the Ohio Legislature, secking
documents related to the state’s new

redistricting process pursuant to the
Ohio Public Records Act.

West Virginia
State lawmakers expect to begin the

redistricting process in the late
summer, but will want to wait for the
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census data to draw their maps.

The American Redistricting Project

New content at The American Redistricting Project includes a new Redistricting

Weekly, a 2020 Apportionment blog post, an updated blog post on Redistricting
Control, and updates on our litigation page and ballot measure tracker.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org,
To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”. To unsuhscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubscribe”.
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From: Eair Lines America News

Subject: Fair Lines America Foundation News - July 21, 2021
Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 9:40;35 AM
Attachments: image(01.png
image003.png
Image05.png
image0d7.pn
Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA July 21, 2021
FEOQUMDATION
State News
Arizona California

In a public hearing Arizona’s
redistricting commission heard
testimony about how the Census
Bureau’s new differential privacy tool
will affect their ability to draw
districts in compliance with federal
law, among other concerns from
residents. The commission aims to
finish legislative and congressional
plans by late December, but observers
do not expect the state’s delegation to
change much.

Colorado

The state’s redistricting commission
filed a petition with the Colorado
Supreme Court requesting that the
deadlines for proposing and adopting

a congressional plan be extended.

Ilinois
A three-judge panel of federal judges
will decide whether the state

legislature’s enacted legislative

A Sacramento Bee op-ed urges the
state’s redistricting commission to
stop holding closed door meetings
and increase transparency in the
redistricting process. The commission
will ask the California Supreme Court
for another extension of its
redistricting deadlines, citing the
need for additional public

participation.

Idaho

Republican leaders in the state
initially selected their three
appointees to the Idaho Citizens
Committee for Reapportionment, but
one of the appointees removed
himself from consideration due to

eligibility requirements,

Maine

The Maine Supreme Court granted a
petition to extend the state’s
congressional and legislative
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redistricting plan based upon

population estimates is constitutional,
but state Demaocrats are trying to have
the challenge dismissed.

Michigan

Republicans are renewing their focus
on redistricting in states that lost
congressional seats in the recent

reapportionment, like Michigan.

New Mexico

The state’s new redistricting
committee launched a website to
solicit plans and comments from the
public during the redistricting

process.

Oregon

National Democrats are at odds with
regon’s Democratic ershi

following a legislative compromise
which gave Republicans another seat
on the House Redistricting
Committee, making it an even party
split.

Utah

The Utah Independent Redistricting
Commission launched its new website
to allow state residents to participate

in the map drawing process.

Washington

The state’s redistricting commission

redistricting deadlines, but declined

to do so for county commissioner
districts.

New Jersey

The New Jersey Supreme Court will
select the thirteenth member of the
state’s congressional redistricting
commission after the state parties
were unable to reach an agreement by

their deadline.

Ohio

The ACLU filed a lawsuit against the
Ohio House of Representatives,
seeking records pertaining to the
redistricting process pursuant to

Ohio’s public records law.

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Republicans promised
to undertake the “most transparent
redistricting process” in the state’s
history, including public hearings
throughout the state and public map

submissions.

Virginia

Virginia Republicans appointed a
Lynchburg attorney to replace the
commissioner who resigned from the
state’s redistricting commission

earlier this month.
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released the first phase of its publicly
available mapping tool and indicated

they aim to release congressional and

legislative maps in late September.

The American Redistricting Project

New content at The American Redistricting Project includes a new Redistricting
Weekly, a 2020 Apportionment blog post, an updated blog post on Redistricting

Control, and updates on our litigation page and ballot measure tracker.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlipes.org.

To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”, To unsubscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubscribe”.
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Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Fair Lines America News
Falr Lines America Foundation News - July 28, 2021
Wednesday, July 28, 2021 7:34:36 AM
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Redistricting News

FAIR LINES AMERICA

July 28, 2021

FOUNDATION

National News

Redistricling News

According to a recent analysis, “multiple officials in states controlled by
Demaocrats are busily reneging on promises to get politics out of the redistricting

process.”

State News
Colorado Maine
Colorado’s redistricting commissions The Maine Supreme Court granted
are still awaiting the state Supreme state lawmakers’ request to extend
Court’s decision on their request to the state’s redistricti lin

extend redistricting deadlines. The
commissions have proposed time-
saving changes to their public input
and mapping procedures in the event
the court rejects their deadline

extension request.

Maryland

The leaders of Maryland’s General
Assembly are considering convening a
special session in early December to
handle congressional redistricting.

New Jersey
The Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court requested that state

party leaders reconvene the state’s

Under the new timeline, the state’s
redistricting commission has 45 days
from the receipt of census data to
deliver congressional and legislative
plans to the legislature.

Montana

Montana’s legislative redistricting
commission adopted criteria for the
creation of new legislative

redistricting plans later this year.

New York
As the state’s redistricting
commission began holding its public

hearings, the head commissioner
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redistricting commission to reach a
consensus as to who the eleventh, tie-
breaking commissioner will be, but
Republicans have already objected to
the Democrats’ second proposed
candidate. Republicans on the
redistricting commission have given
the Secretary of State until August 2
to answer questions on how
incarcerated persons will be

reallocated for redistricting purposes.

Ohio

In a recent court filing, the U.S.
Census Bureau stated that it still
expects to provide state officials with
the data necessary for redistricting,
albeit in a legacy format, by mid-

August.

Washington

At the Washington State Redistricting

Commission’s latest public hearing,
residents of several currently divided
areas pushed for the new legislative

districts to keep their communities

whole.

emphasized his desire for all New

Yorkers to have an equal sayin the
redistricting process.

South Dakota
The chair of South Dakota’s legislative

redistricting commission expects to

begin their work at the end of next

month.,

The American Redistricting Project

New content at The American Redistricting Project includes a new Redistricting

Weekly, a 2020 Apportionment blog post, an updated blog post on Redistricting
Control, and updates on our litigation page and ballot measure tracker.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.

To subscribe email elips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”. To unsubseribe email us
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with the subject “Unsubseribe”.
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From: Eair Lines America News

Subject: Fair Lines America Foundation News - August 4, 2021
Date: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 9:32:3% AM
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Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA August 4, 2021
FOUNDATION
National News

2020 Census

The Census Bureau announced it would not release the results from the 2020
American Community Survey, citing incurable data inaccuracies caused by the
pandemic. Recently released documents show that at the end of the 2020 census
count, the Census Bureau had no population data for nearly one-fifth of the
nation’s college dorms, nursing homes, and prisons. On August 5, the Census
Bureau will host an informational webinar in advance of the release of the 2020
census legacy format data. Fair Lines America Foundation withdrew a request
for a court order requiring the Census Bureau to release 2020 census group
quarters records following a Census Bureau filing claiming that its disclosure

would delay the release of data by up to six months.

Redistricting News
Democrats’ rush to file redistricting lawsuits before census data has been
released points to a strategy of involving courts in the map drawing process as

much as possible.

State News

Colorado
The state’s congressional redistricting

commission extended its deadlines
for adopting a final plan to September

28 and for final map submissions to

the state Supreme Court to October 1.

IMlinois

MALDEF amended its complaint

Idaho

All six members of the Idaho
Commission for Reapportionment

were appointed.

Indiana

State activists are asking state
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challenging the Illinois General
Assembly’s enacted legislative
redistricting maps to address certain
issues raised by the defendants as

cause for dismissal.

Kansas

Before the first redistricting town
hall, State Republican and
Democratic lawmakers already have
disagreements over the state’s

redistricting process.

New Jersey

State Republicans criticized their
Democratic counterparts for their
handling of the nomination process
for the tie-breaking member on the
state’s redistricting commission, and
the parties have since told the New
Jersey Supreme Court they are unable
to agree on who the final
commissioner should be.

lawmalkers to extend their

redistricting process timeline to allow

for more public involvement.

Maryland

At a recent public hearing, residents
of Prince George’s County urged the
Maryland Citizens Redistricting
Commission to keep their
communities whole when drawing
new legislative and congressional

districts.

Pennsylvania

Activists publicl tified to state
redistricting authorities on the
importance of maps being drawn
based on public input and efforts to
communities intact. The General
Assembly’s redistricting committees
launched an online public mapping
tool for the public to draw and submit

congressional plans.

The American Redistricting Project

New content at The American Redistricting Project includes a new Redistricting

Weekly, a 2020 Apportionment blog post, an updated blog post on Redistricting
Control, and updates on our litigation page and ballot measure tracker.

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.

To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”. To unsubscribe email us

with the subject “Unsubseribe”.
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From: ALEC Events

To: David Gowan
Subject: Final Day of Virtual Subcommittees fur the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Date: Friday, July 23, 2021 9:46:15 AM

%]

Dear David,

As we wrap up the final day of subcommittee meetings today, we look forward to
seeing you next week in Salt Lake City. Stay tuned for additional emails coming your
way today on information about the meeting app and details to help you have a great
conference experience.

As a reminder, we will be hosting the subcommittee meetings in a virtual format. The
subcommittees will take place on the Zoom platform. To help keep the exchange of
ideas interactive, you will be required to join these meetings via a web camera. Please
note, dialing into the meeting via a phone line wili not be an option for these meetings.
For entry into the meeting, please make sure your name on the Zoom account
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matches the name you registered with.

See below for the fink to join the task force subcommittee meeting taking place on July
23, 2021. Click here for a full agenda of the ALEC Annual Meeting.

Commerce, Insurance and Economic Development Subcommittee
Friday, July 23
2:00PM - 4:00PM EDT

Note, this meeting will include the Regulatory State Reform subcommitiee meeting
which is a joint meeting with the Civil Justice Task Force,

Check out these tips & tricks for a successful virtual meeting!

Confirm your Zoom name matches the name you registered with.

Test your internet connection prior to joining.

Download a background to professionalize your space.

Remember to check if you are muted or unmuted before speaking.

Utilize the chat feature. If you have a question, ask if!

Next week at the ALEC Annual Meeting, you will hear from incredible speakers
and policy leaders. Here is a sneak peek to some of the exciting line-up:

Governor Spencer Cox (UT)
Lt. Governor Mark Robinson (NC)
Congressman Jason Chaffetz (UT)
U.8. Senator Mike Lee (UT)
Economic powerhouses Dr. Arthur B. Laffer, Stephen Moore and Donna Arduin

Taiwanese Ambassador H.E. Bi-khim Hsiao
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Secretary Rick Perry
Journalist Rikki Schlott

Thank you for your participation in the subcommittee meetings this week. We look
forward to seeing you in Salt Lake City for the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting!

Have a question? Contact the ALEC Events Team at meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,

The ALEC Events Team
American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org

If you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Qpt-Qut.
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From: Kylie Bongaardt
Subject: FW: Census Data Release Announcement - August 5, 2021
Date: Thursday, August 5, 2021 12:04:33 PM
Attachments: imageD01.png
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Impaortance: High

f wanted to flag this notice for you from Fair Lines America Foundation. If you have not subscribed
to Fair Lines America Foundation’s newsletter you can email dips@fairlines.org with “Subscribe” in
the subject line.

Sent:

Thursday, August 5, 2021 2:52 PM

Subject: Census Data Release Announcement - August 5, 2021
Importance: High

Redistricting News FAIR LINES AMERICA August 5, 2021

FOUNDATION

National News

The U.S. Census Bureau announced today that the 2020 Census legacy format
data will be released on August 12th at 1 p.m., four days earlier than expected.
The Bureau will hold a press conference on the release date to discuss initial

analysis of the results.

Census Data Release Anhnouncement

Did we miss something? Forward relevant news to clips@fairlines.org.
To subscribe email clips @ FairLines.org with the subject “Subscribe”, To unsubseribe email us

with the subject “Unsubscribe”.
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From: Marcus Costantino

To: miames@letusmteforBBAorg: Karla Jones; David Bidda ); Kelly Townsand;
Dave ; mikekapi 5 Koy ; LOMGIT

Cct eal Schuerer; We eeves; Kevin Ly 1o

Subject: P Special Edition for all State Legislators

Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 8:51:49 AM

Attachments: - image()i.png

Hi team,

FYI, Kevin Lundbecg sent the below invitation to the SLAVC email list.

‘Thank you, Kevin!

Marcus

Marcus Costasptino
Media Mansger

I
PATH ==%= REFORM

creafing » more perfect muinm

Supporting the legislative inftiative to organize an Article V convention of states to consider constitutional
amendments.

From: State Legislator's Article V Caucus —>

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 7:38 AM
Ta:
Subject: Special Edition for all State Legislators

View this emall In your browser

&

Spacial Edition July 2021
Providing Anticle V / Fedéralism News and Schalanly Resourcés Since 2013
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Special Edition for State Legislators,..

« Virtual and In-person Academy of States on July 30

Dear State Legislator,

You are invited to participate in an interactive, bi-partisan Academy of
States where you, as a state lawmaker, can cast your ballot to call a "No-
Runaway" Article V Convention for proposing amendments.

During this event, you will

« Discover why and how the States must act to protect Social Security,
national security, and the American Dream for future generations from a
U.S. Congress addicted to deficit spending.

« Compare and vote on the optimal fiscal constraints to maximize national
security and prosperity while preserving Social Security.

» Learn about and vote for or against firewalls to ensure a successfui “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention. These “No-Runaway-Convention™
measures include:

1. Delegate Instructions and Recall and Sanctions Laws as passed by 14
states.

2. Rules adopted for an Articie V Convention as approved by 19 States.
3. Learn about the successful 1933 ratification of the 21st Amendment by
State Conventions.

The Academy will occur virtually on July 30, 2021, from 2:30-6:30 PM
MDT.

Those attending of the 2021 ALEC Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City

are Invited to remain at the conference and participate in person.

Questions? Please contact Karla Jones

Kones @alec org * NN
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Academy Moderator: Ken lvory, former State Representative, Utah

U.S. Congresswoman Yvette Herrell will discuss the protections against a
runaway convention and announce her intent to introduce the LUVBBA
Resolution in Congress upon receiving 34 active Article V BBA applications.

Professor Robert G. Natelson will present the history of safe and effective
conventions and his Article V aggregation research, which includes 32 active
applications toward a BBA convention.

David Biddulph will discuss the history of the ratification of the

215t Amendment, and the importance of a vote of the people through the
Article V Convention Ratification process. He will present the Maximizing
Americans’ Prosperity and Security Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. This
proposal would fimit the growth of federal spending to the prosperity of
American families by establishing an annual federal spending limit
corresponding to average percentage changes in household income and
inflation with provisions for national emergencies, enforcement, and future
amendment(s).

State Senator Kelly Townsend will present the significance of the 2017
Balanced Budget Amendment Planning Convention and the Model Rules the
convention created.

Former U.S. Comptrolier General David Walker will highlight his Public
Debt/GDP Constitutional Amendment proposal. With broad-based consensus
among economists and concerned politicians, this pro-growth amendment
would allow Congress the flexibility to determine the specific spending and/or
revenue adjustments necessary to achieve the public debt/GDP goals.

Dr. Barry Poulson will present the Balanced Budget Amendment with
Expenditures Limitation Act. Based on the world’s most effective enacted
fiscal rules, this proposal will offer both a Balanced Budget Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution and enabling statutory legislation with explicit fiscal targets
and the measures required to meet them.

ETH-220




We look forward to your votel

Click here to register for the event.

hitps://www eventbrite com/e/alec-academy-article-v-and-bba-tickets-
158932947725

This Newsletter is produced by the
State Legisiators’ Article V Caucus

The Caucus Steering Committee is Co-chaired by:

Former Colorado State Senator Kevin Lundberg _
and New Mexice Congresswoman Yvette Herrel| _)

And Includes:

Arizona State Senator Kelly Townsend
Notth Dakota State Representative Kim Koppe!man

Utah State Representative Ken lvory, Retired —)
lowa State Senator Neal Schuerer, Retired (i EEEGTEENEGEN

Official Web Site: www. AgticleVCaucus.com

)

Copyright © 2021 Stale Legisiators’ Article V Caucus, All rights reserved,
This emall is being sant to members and supporters of the State Legislators' Arlicle V Caucus who have
regisiered online.

Our mailing address is:
Stata Legisiators’ Article V Caucus
F.O, Box 373
Berthoud, CO 80613

Add us 6 your adiress baok
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Wanti to change how you receive these emalis?
Yau cah update vour preferences or unsubseribe from this st
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From: Vince Leach

To: Vince Leach

Subject: Fwd: ALEC Direct-to-Consumer Shipping Law Proposal
Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:46:29 AM
Attachments: ALEC O ing Points One-Pager 7-15-21.pdf

Begin forwarded message:

From: Steve Barclay
Date: Tuly 20, 2021 at 4:41:02 PM MDT
To: Vince Leach <VLeach{@azles.

, Steve Barclay

Subject: ALEC Direct-to-Consumer Shipping Law Proposal

Dear Senator Leach --

i heard from Sarah Lamson at the Nationa! Beer Wholesalers Association that she
had a chance to chat with you while at the RSLC Meeting in Colorado Springs this
week, She said she really enjoyed visiting with you.

Sarah mentioned that you expressed concerns about the model legisiation
"statement of principles” being proposed within ALEC and set for discussion in
Salt Lake City later this month, dealing with the subject of direct-to-

consumer shipments of alcohot (DTC). My client, the Beer and Wine Distributors
of Arizona (BWDA) is very opposed to this proposed legislation -- as is NBWA (as
I'm sure Sarah mentioned to you). We have several concerns with this idea - for
example, it would hamper important fuxury tax collections by ADOR here.
Attached is a fact sheet that explains other reasons why this is an ill-advised
proposal and should certainly not be adopted as a model bil.

There was a bill based on this DTC idea introduced fast session at the urging of
Mike Williams, but it was viewed as so problematic that it never got a hearing in
the House.

Our many concerns with the DTC proposal are shared by Tom Farley's client, the
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers Association of Arizona too. He and | have been
{obbying Arizona lawmakers who are on the ALEC CIED task force considering the
idea (Sen. Ugenti Rita, Reps. Cook, Dunn and Wilmeth) to ask them to vote no, if a




vote is taken on adopting the model bill. If you happen to have a chance to speak
to any of them at ALEC and can reinforce that this idea is wrongheaded and
should be rejected, Tom and | would sure appreciate it.

Thanks, and | would be happy to discuss this issue with you further, at your
convenience. | hope you are enjoying some relaxing time off.

Steve Barclay

BARCLAY LEGAL rLc
QOne Renaissance Squate

2 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1800
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

Cell:

FEmail:
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______ I :-_f L America’s Beer | ."'er':‘?r:-__ s
S B f ﬂistrihmors

_;One..of the three prmmples of ALEC lS federahsm Alcohoi regulat:on _
_resents _:derailsm to.its core, asitis the only consumer prodUct w:th |
a;_Const:tut:onai A 'endment speqflcaliy givmg states reguiatory >

' ;thorityj_ever it. This'is why the United States: essentlaily has 50 o
ferent alcohol. mafkets and-not one national market. How states treat |
and eguiate l;quor is perhaps the best example OfthlS 17 states have e
 decided that the state itself would control the sale of liquor as their way _j; "
__tc: con'trol access Even in the remalnlng llcense states many have -:, o

Comm;ssmn (ULC) pass SImiIar odel shsppzng language and for the iast :'f ENR e
ars the ULC has spent hundreds of hours discussing. and debatlng SRR
model shlppmg poilcy WhiEe the process is. still. ongo;ng, the ULCdid i
reach one: conclusmn quuor DTC shippmg is not’ an. issue where model
pohcy made any sense They have now narrowed the}r scope toonly S
onSIdermg model- wmery -to-consumer. shipp;ng Again, this decision was B L
reach"'d_iby the: yLC commtssmners after years of dichssmns w;th a wzde SR
;array of Industrystakeholders SHE s T Co
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WHY STATES SH.ULD REJECT
. __DIRECT -TO- CQNSUMER SHIPPING

el '_mg _P_amts to ALEC's Statement of Prmc;p!es on i
-Con umerShIPngafoqUW R Lo

:___SuPreme Cou
2nn. '_me & Spfrlts Reta:[ers Ass n v Thomas, 139 U S 1449 (20'19)

,so_me of the stated goals of allowsng "smaii" producers access to remote
markets. These laws are very comman in the beer: mdustry Last?y, courts
:have upheld the states ab;!;ty to- require a face to face transaction (see
fBaude V.. Heath 7th C!r ) as. a tr;gger for DTC saies as wel! s
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Fram: Mi apic

Subjeci: Fwd: FW; Special Edition for afl State Legislators
Date: Saturday, Juty 24, 2021 9:33:57 AM
Attachments: image.png

Yo are invited to participate in the ALEC Academy of States "No Runaway" Article V Convention for proposing
amendments on July 30, 2:30-6:30 PM MDT, either in-person in Salt Lake City or online. See the details below and
the link at the bottom of this email.

Leam and participate with tegisiators and Article V activisty across the couniry about the fatest Article V news.

Legislators and the general public register for free for this event. Forward this invite to others who might be
interested in attending,

View this email In your browser

Special Edffion . July 2021

Providing Article V / Federalism News and Scholarly Resources Since 2013

Special Edition for State Legislators...

. Virtual and In-person Academy of States on July 30

Dear State Legislator,
You are invited to participate in an interactive, bi-partisan Academy of

States where you, as a state lawmaker, can cast your ballot to call a “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention for proposing amendments.

ETH-227




During this event, you will

« Discover why and how the States must act to protect Social Security,
national security, and the American Dream for future generations from a
U.S. Congress addicted to deficit spending.

+ Compare and vote on the optimal fiscal constraints to maximize national
security and prosperity while preserving Social Security.

« Learn about and vote for or against firewalls to ensure a successful “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention. These “No-Runaway-Convention”
measures inciude:

1. Delegate Instructions and Recall and Sanctions Laws as passed by 14
states.

2. Rules adopted for an Article V Convention as approved by 19 States.

3. Learn about the successful 1933 ratification of the 21st Amendment by State
Conventions.

The Academy will occur virtually on July 30, 2021, from 2:30-6:30 PM
MDT.

Those attending of the 2021 ALEC Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City

are invited to remain at the conference and participate in person.

Questions? Please contact Karla Jones

kiones@alec.org *—

Academy Moderator: Ken Ivory, former State Representative, Utah
U.S. Congresswoman Yvette Herrell will discuss the protections against a

runaway convention and announce her intent to introduce the LUVBBA
Resolution in Congress upon receiving 34 active Articie V BBA applications.

ETH-228




Professor Robert G. Natelson will present the history of safe and effective
conventions and his Article V aggregation research, which includes 32 active
applications toward a BBA convention.

David Biddulph will discuss the history of the ratification of the

215t Amendment, and the importance of a vote of the people through the Article
V Convention Ratification process. He will present the Maximizing Americans’
Prosperity and Security Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. This proposal
would limit the growth of federal spending to the prosperity of American families
by establishing an annual federal spending limit corresponding to average
percentage changes in household income and inflation with provisions for
national emergencies, enforcement, and future amendment(s).

State Senator Kelly Townsend will present the significance of the 2017
Balanced Budget Amendment Planning Convention and the Model Rules the
convention created.

Former U.S. Comptroller General David Walker will highlight his Public
Debt/GDP Constitutional Amendment proposal. With broad-based consensus
among economists and concerned politicians, this pro-growth amendment
would allow Congress the flexibility to determine the specific spending and/or
revenue adjustments necessary to achieve the public debt/GDP goals.

Dr. Barry Poulson wili present the Balanced Budget Amendment with
Expenditures Limitation Act. Based on the world’'s most effective enacted fiscal
rules, this proposal will offer both a Balanced Budget Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution and enabling statutory legislation with explicit fiscal targets and the
measures required to meet them.

We look forward to your vote!

Click here to register for the event.

ETH-229




This Newsletter is produced by the
State Legisiators’ Article V Caucus

The Caucus Steering Committee is Co-chaired by:

Former Colorado State Senator Kevin Lundberg —)
and New Mexica Congresswoman Yvette Herreil (|| |G

And [ncludes:

Arizona State Senator Kelly Townsend }
North Dakota State Representative Kim Koppelman )

Utah State Representative Ken Ivory, Retired

jowa State Senator Neal Schuerer, Retired —}

Official Web Site: www_ArticleVCaucus.com

Copyright @ 2021 Stafe Legisiatars' Atticle V' Caucus, Alf rights reserved,
This emall is belng sent to members and supporters of {he State Legistators’ Article V Caucus who have
registered oniine.
Our maifing address is:
Stale Legislators’ Article V Caucus

F.0. Box 378

Berthoud, CO 80513

Add us to vour address baok

Want to change how you receive these emaiis?
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Fram: Jonathon Havenschild

To: Son elli

Subject: Homeland Security Task Force Update
Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 12:41:34 PM

Heometand Security Task Force Update 15 this email not displaying correcily?
View it in your browser.

Homeland Security Task Force

Dear Homeland Security Task Force Members,

{ trust you are ready for the Annual Meeting in a couple weeks. I wanted to take just a few
minutes, remind you to register by COB today so that you can attend the virtual
Emergency Powers Reform Warking Group meeting, and provide some previews of
discussions that will happen later this month.

First, you can use this link to register for the annual meeting. If you do so by the end of
today, you will receive a link on Monday (sent to the emall address used to register for
the Annual Meeting) to attend the virtual Working Group meeting, which will occur on
Wednesday between 4 PM and 5 PM EDT.

Voters are helping legislatures reclaim authority during prolonged emergencies in a few
states. Hear from some of those legisiators, learn the tactics taken, and how the citizens'
decisions will make state emergency responses more effective in the future during the
Working Group Meeting.

The Task Force agenda includes discussions with a former federal official who is also a
former state senator as to what states can do to help mitigate the impact of the border
crisis. Discussions during the task force will alsa include solving the tensions between law
enforcement access to surveillance technologies and civil liberties. It will alse look at
threat detection and mitigation, especially for cyber threats that may impact the real werld.

There will, of course, be additional topics, but you must register to atiend the meeting. |
am looking forward to seeing y'all later this month!

Jonathon Hauenschild, J.D.

Director, Task Force on Communications & Technology

American Legislative Exchange Council

-
T

www.alec.org

Follow on Twitter | Friend on Facebook | Subscriba for More information

Copyright ©2021 Afll rights resetved.

ur mailing address is:
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American Legislative Exchange Council
2900 Crysial Drive
Aifington, Ya 22202

unsubseiibie from aill emails | update subscription preferences
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From: Melissa_Ballard

To: jeanine.notter@leg.state.nh.us
Subject: Hydrogen Bill Documents for ALEC
Date: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 2:03:50 PM

Attachments: HBO223.pdf
Hydrogen Legislation Summaiy.pdf

Feilow tegislators,

Here’s a copy of the bill and a summary that will be presented via zoom in the EEA ALEC Committee
tomorrow at 11am EST, and next Thursday in person.

| hope it will be helpful for your state to open the door for additionat hydrogen production and zero
emission applications. We passed this in Utah. It is good to support business, get hydrogen on the
books, and include hydrogen with other energies and uses across the states.

Reach out with any guestions.
-Melissa

Representative Melissa Garff Ballard
House District 20

mballard@le.utah.gov
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Enrolled Copy H.B. 223

ALTERNATIVE FUEL INCENTIVES AMENDMENTS

2021 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Melissa G. Ballard

Senate Sponsor: David P. Hinkins

Cosponsors: Michacl I. Petersen Keven J. Stratton
Carl R. Albrecht Angela Romero
Clare Collard Douglas V. Sagers

Steven J. Lund

LONG TITLE
General Description:
This bill modifies and enacts incentives related to alternative fuels.
Highlighted Provisions:
This bill:
» enacts refundable corporate and individual income tax credits for systems that
produce hydrogen from renewable and nonrenewable sources; and
» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in this Bill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
This bill provides a special effective date.
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
59-7-614, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2019, Chapter 247
59-10-1106, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2016, Third Special Session, Chapter 1
ENACTS:
59-7-626, Utah Code Annotated 1953
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H.B. 223 Enrolled Copy

59-10-1113, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 59-7-614 is amended to read:

59-7-614. Renewable energy systems tax credits -- Definitions -- Certification --
Rulemaking authority.

(1) As used in this section:

(a) (i) "Active solar system" means a system of equipment that is capable of:

(A) collecting and converting incident solar radiation into thermal, mechanical, or
electrical energy; and

(B) transferring a form of energy described in Subsection (1)(a)(i)(A) by a separate
apparatus to storage or to the point of use.

(ii) "Active solar system” includes water heating, space heating or cooling, and
electrical or mechanical energy generation.

(b) "Biomass system" means a system of apparatus and equipment for use in:

() converting material into biomass energy, as defined in Section 59-12-102; and

(ii) transporting the biomass energy by separate apparatus to the point of use or storage.

(c) "Commercial energy system" means a system that is:

(i) (A) an active solar system;

(B) abiomass system;

(C) a direct use geothermal system;

(D) a geothermal electricity system;

(E) a geothermal heat pump system;

(F) a hydroenergy system;

(G) a passive solar system; or

(H) a wind system;

(ii) located in the state; and

(iii) used:
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Enrolled Copy H.B. 223

(A) to supply energy to a commercial unit; or
(B) as a commercial enterprise.
(d) "Commercial enterprise” means an entity, the purpose of which is to produce:

(i) electrical, mechanical, or thermal energy for sale from a commercial energy system,

or

(ii) hydrogen for sale from a hydrogen production system.

(e) () "Commercial unit" means a building or structure that an entity uses to transact
business.

(ii) Notwithstanding Subsection (1)(e)(i):

(A) with respect to an active solar systemn used for agricuftural water pumping or a

wind system, each individual energy generating device is considered to be a commercial unit;

or

(B) if an energy system is the building or structure that an entity uses to transact

business, a commercial unit is the complete energy system itself.

f) "Direct use geothermal system" means a system of apparatus and equipment that
g Yy Y pp quip

enables the direct use of geothermal energy to meet energy needs, including heating a building,

an industrial process, and aquaculture.

(g) "Geothermal electricity" means energy that is:

(i) contained in heat that continuously flows outward from the earth; and

(ii) used as a sole source of energy to produce electricity.

(h) "Geothermal energy" means energy generated by heat that is contained in the earth.
(i) "Geothermal heat pump system” means a system of apparatus and equipment that:

(i) enables the use of thermal properties contained in the earth at temperatures well

below 100 degrees Fahrenheit; and

of®

(ii) helps meet heating and cooling needs of a structure.

(j) "Hydroenergy system" means a system of apparatus and equipment that is capable

(i) intercepting and converting kinetic water energy into electrical or mechanical
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H.B. 223 Enrolled Copy

energy; and
(ii) transferring this form of energy by separate apparatus to the point of use or storage.

(k) "Hydrogen production system" means a system of apparatus and equipment, located

in this state, that uses:

(i) electricity from a renewable energy source to create hydrogen gas from waler,

regardless of whether the renewable energy source is at a separate facility or the same facility

as the system of apparatus and egquipment; or

(i1) uses renewable natural gas to produce hydrogen gas.

[tk3] (1) "Office" means the Office of Energy Development created in Section
63M-4-401.

[th] (m) (i) "Passive solar system" means a direct thermal system that utilizes the
structure of a building and [its] the structure's operable components to provide for collection,
storage, and distribution of heating or cooling during the appropriate times of the year by
utilizing the climate resources available at the site.

(i) "Passive solar system" includes those portions and components of a building that
are expressly designed and required for the collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy.

[tm] (n) "Photovoltaic system" means an active solar system that generates electricity
from sunlight.

[€m)] (o) (i) "Principal recovery portion" means the portion of a lease payment that
constitutes the cost a person incurs in acquiring a commercial energy system.

(ii) "Principal recovery portion" does not include:

(A) an interest charge; or

(B) a maintenance expense.

{p) "Renewable energy source" means the same as that term is defined in Section

34-17-601.

[€)] (q) "Residential energy system" means the following used to supply energy to or
for a residential unit:

(i) an active solar system;
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(ii) a biomass system;

(iii} a direct use geothermal system;

(iv) a geothermal heat pump system;

(v) ahydroenergy system;

(vi) a passive solar system; or

(vii) a wind system.

[€p7] (1) (1) "Residential unit" means a house, condominium, apartment, or similar
dwelling unit that:

(A) is located in the state; and

(B) serves as a dwelling for a person, group of persons, or a family.

(ii) "Residential unit" does not include property subject to a fee under:

(A) Section 59-2-405,

(B) Section 59-2-405.1;

(C) Section 59-2-405.2;

(D) Section 59-2-405.3; or

(E) Section 72-10-110.5.

[(g)] (s) "Wind system" means a system of apparatus and equipment that is capable of:

(i) intercepting and converting wind energy into mechanical or electrical energy; and

(i} transferring these forms of energy by a separate apparatus to the point of use, sale,
or storage.

(2) A taxpayer may claim an energy system tax credit as provided in this section
against a tax due under this chapter for a taxable year.

(3) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (3), a taxpayer may claim a
nonrefundable tax credit under this Subsection (3) with respect to a residential unit the taxpayer
owns or uses if:

(i) the taxpayer:

(A) purchases and completes a residential energy system to supply all or part of the

energy required for the residential unit; or
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(B) participates in the financing of a residential energy system to supply all or part of
the energy required for the residential unit; and

[
Faruary 52667 ard]

[(iity] (ii) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with

Subsection [fA] (8).
(b) (i) Subject to Subsections (3)(b)(ii) through (iv) and, as applicable, Subsection

(3)(c) or (d), the tax credit is equal to 25% of the reasonable costs of each residential energy
system installed with respect to each residential unit the taxpayer owns or uses.

(ii) A tax credit under this Subsection (3) may include installation costs.

(iii) A taxpayer may claim a tax credit under this Subsection (3) for the taxable year in
which the residential energy system is completed and placed in service.

(iv) If the amount of a tax credit under this Subsection (3) exceeds a taxpayet's tax
liability under this chapter for a taxable year, the taxpayer may carry forward the amount of the

tax credit exceeding the liability [maybecarried-forward] for a period that does not exceed the

next four taxable years.

(c) The total amount of tax credit a taxpayer may claim under this Subsection (3) for a
residential energy system, other than a photovoltaic system, may not exceed $2,000 per
residential unit.

(d) The total amount of tax credit a taxpayer may claim under this Subsection (3) for a
photovoltaic system may not exceed:

(i) for a system installed on or after January 1, 2018, but on or before December 31,
2020, $1,600;

(ii) for a system installed on or after January 1, 2021, but on or before December 31,
2021, $1,200;

(iii) for a system installed on or after January [, 2022, but on or before December 31,
2022, $800;

(iv) for a system installed on or after January 1, 2023, but on or before December 31,
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168 2023, $400; and

169 (v) for a system installed on or after January 1, 2024, $0.

170 (e) If a taxpayer sells a residential unit to another person before the taxpayer claims the
171  tax credit under this Subsection (3):

172 (i) the taxpayer may assign the tax credit to the other person; and

173 (ii) (A) if the other person files a return under this chapter, the other person may claim
174  the tax credit under this section as if the other person had met the requirements of this section
175  to claim the tax credit; or

176 (B) if the other person files a return under Chapter 10, Individual Income Tax Act, the
177  other person may claim the tax credit under Section 59-10-1014 as if the other person had met
178  the requirements of Section 59-10-1014 to claim the tax credit.

179 (4) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (4), a taxpayer may claim a
180  refundable tax credit under this Subsection (4) with respect to a commercial energy system if:
181 (i) the commercial energy system does not use:

182 (A) wind, geothermal electricity, solar, or biomass equipment capable of producing a
183  total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity; or

184 (B) solar equipment capable of producing 2,000 or more kilowatts of electricity;

185 (ii) the taxpayer purchases or participates in the financing of the commercial encrgy
186  system;

187 (iii) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by
188  commercial units owned or used by the taxpayer; or

189 (B) the taxpayer sells all or part of the energy produced by the commercial energy

190  system as a commercial enterprise;

191
192 Janvary+2607-and]
193 (iv) the taxpayer has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under Subsection (7)

194  for hydrogen production using electricity for which the taxpaver claims a tax credit under this

195  Subsection (4); and
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196 (v) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with

197  Subsection [(H] (8).

198 (b) (i) Subject to Subsections (4)(b)(ii) through [¢¥}] (iv), the tax credit is equal to 10%
199  of the reasonable costs of the commercial energy system.

200 (i) A tax credit under this Subsection (4) may include installation costs.

201 (iii) A taxpayer [may-ctaim] is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (4)

202  for the taxable year in which the commercial energy system is completed and placed in service.
203 [
204 [6A] (iv) The total amount of tax credit a taxpayer may claim under this Subsection (4)

205  may not exceed $50,000 per commercial unit.

206 (c) (i) Subject to Subsections (4)(c)(ii) and (iii), a taxpayer that is a lessee of a

207  commercial energy system installed on a commercial unit may claim a tax credit under this
208  Subsection (4) if the taxpayer confirms that the lessor irrevocably elects not to claim the tax
209 credit.

210 (i) A taxpayer described in Subsection (4)(c)(i) may claim as a tax credit under this
211  Subsection (4) only the principal recovery portion of the lease payments.

212 (iii) A taxpayer described in Subsection (4)(c)(i) may claim a tax credit under this
213 Subsection (4) for a period that does not exceed seven taxable years after the [date] day on
214  which the lease begins, as stated in the lease agreement.

215 (5) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (5), a taxpayer may claim a
216  refundable tax credit under this Subsection (5) with respect to a commercial energy system if:
217 (i) the commercial energy system uses wind, geothermal electricity, or biomass

218  equipment capable of producing a total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity;

219 | (it) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by
220  commercial units owned or used by the taxpayer; or

221 (B) the taxpayer sells all or part of the energy produced by the commercial energy
222  system as a commercial enterprise;

223
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225 (iii) the taxpayer has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under Subsection (7)

226  for hydrogen production using electricity for which the taxpaver claims a tax credit under this

227  Subsection (5); and

228 (iv) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with

229  Subsection [¢7] (8).

230 (b) () Subject to [Subsections] Subsection (5)(b)(ii) [and-(fit}], a tax credit under this
231  Subsection (5) is equal to the product of:

232 (A) 0.35 cents; and

233 (B) the kilowatt hours of electricity produced and used or sold during the taxable year.
234 (ii) A taxpayer is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (5) [maybe

235  elaimed] for production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in
236  which the commercial energy system is placed in commercial service.

237 [

238 (c) A taxpayer that is a lessee of a commercial energy system installed on a commercial
239  unit may claim a tax credit under this Subsection (5) if the taxpayer confirms that the lessor
240  irrevocably elects not to claim the tax credit.

241 (6) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (6), a taxpayer may claim a
242 refundable tax credit as provided in this Subsection (6) if:

243 (i) the taxpayer owns a commercial energy system that uses solar equipment capable of
244 producing a total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity;

245 (i) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by

246  commercial units owned or used by the taxpayer; or

247 (B) the taxpayer sells all or part of the energy produced by the commercial energy

248  system as a commercial enterprise;

249 (iii) the taxpayer does not claim a tax credit under Subsection (4) and has not claimed

250  and will not claim a tax credit under Subsection (7) for hydrogen production using electricity

251  for which a taxpaver claims a tax credit under this Subsection (6); and
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252

253  Janvary 5 26t5amd]

254 [€)] (iv) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with
255  Subsection [{H] (8).

256 (b) (i) Subject to [Subscetions] Subsection (6}(b)(ii} [and<{ii1)], a tax credit under this
257  Subsection (6) is equal to the product of:

258 (A) 0.35 cents; and

259 (B) the kilowatt hours of electricity produced and used or sold during the taxable year.
260 (ii) A taxpaver is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (6) [may-be

261  clatmedfor] production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in
262  which the commercial energy system is placed in commercial service.

263 [t

264 (c) A taxpayer that is a lessee of a commercial energy system installed on a commercial
265  unit may claim a tax credit under this Subsection (6) if the taxpayer confirms that the lessor

266  irrevocably elects not to claim the tax credit.

267 (7) (a) A taxpayer may claim a refundable tax credit as provided in this Subsection (7)
268 if:

269 (i) the taxpayer owns a hydrogen production system;

270 (ii) the hydrogen production system is completed and placed in service on or after

271  Januvary 1, 2022;

272 (iii) the taxpayer sells as a commercial enterprise, or supplies for the taxpayer's own

273  use in commercial units, the hydrogen produced from the hvdrogen production system;

274 (iv) the taxpayer has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under Subsection (4),

275 (5), or (6) or Section 59-7-626 for electricity or hydrogen used to meet the requirements of this
276  Subsection (7); and

277 (v) the taxpaver obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with
278  Subsection (8).
279 (b) (i} Subject to Subsections (7)(b)(ii) and (iii), a tax credit under this Subsection (7)
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280  is equal to the product of:

281 (A) $0.12; and
282 (B) the number of kilograms of hydrogen produced during the taxable year.
283 (i) A taxpaver may not receive a tax credit under this Subsection (7) for more than

284 5,600 metric tons of hydrogen per taxable vear.

285 (iii) A taxpayer is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (7) for production

286  occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in which the hydrogen

287  production system is placed in commercial service.

288 [€B] (8) (a) Before a taxpayer may claim a tax credit under this section, the taxpayer

289  shall obtain a written certification from the office.

290 (b) The office shall issue a taxpayer a written certification if the office determines that:
291 (i) the taxpayer meets the requirements of this section to receive a tax credit; and
292 (ii) the residential energy system [or], the commercial energy system, or the hydrogen

293  production system with respect to which the taxpayer seeks to claim a tax credit:

294 (A) has been completely installed;
295 (B) is a viable system for saving or producing energy from renewable resources; and
296 (C) is safe, reliable, efficient, and technically feasible to ensure that the residential

297  energy system [or], the commercial energy system, or the hydrogen production system uses the

298  state's renewable and nonrenewable energy resources in an appropriate and economic manner.

299 (¢) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the
300  office may make rules:

301 (i) for determining whether a residential energy system [or], a commercial energy

302  system, or a hvdrogen production system meets the requirements of Subsection [¢F)] (8)(b)(ii);
303  and

304 (ii) for purposes of a tax credit under Subsection (3) [or], (4), or (6), establishing the

305 reasonable costs of a residential energy system or a commercial energy system, as an amount
306  per unit of energy production.

307 (d) A taxpayer that obtains a written certification from the office shall retain the
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308  certification for the same time period a person is required to keep books and records under
309  Section 59-1-1406.

310 (e) The office shall submit to the commission an electronic list that includes:

311 (1) the name and identifying information of each taxpayer to which the office issues a

312 written certification; and

313 (i) for each taxpayer:

314 (A) the amount of the tax credit listed on the written certification; and

315 (B) the date the renewable energy system was installed.

316 (€8] (9) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking

317  Act, the commission may make rules to address the certification of a tax credit under this
318  section.
319 [£99] (10) A tax credit under this section is in addition to any tax credits provided under

320  the laws or rules and regulations of the United States.

321 Section 2. Section 5§9-7-626 is enacted to read:

322 59-7-626. Refundable tax credit for nonrenewable hydrogen production system.
323 (1) As used in this section:

324 (a) "Commercial enterprise" means an entity, the purpose of which is to produce

325  hydrogen for sale from a hyvdrogen production system.

326 (b) "Commercial unit" means a building or structure that an entity uses to transact

327  business.

328 (¢) "Hydrogen production system" means a system of apparatus and equipment, located

329  in this state, that produces hydrogen from nonrenewable sources,

330 (d) "Office" means the Office of Energy Development created in Section 63M-4-401.
331 (2} {(a) A taxpayer may claim a refundable credit under this section if:

332 (i} the taxpaver owns a hydrogen production system;

333 (i) the hydrogen production system is completed and placed in service on or after

334  January 1, 2022;

335 (i) the taxpaver sells as a commercial enterprise, or supplies for the taxpayer's own
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336  use in commercial units, the hydrogen produced from the hydrogen production system;

337 (iv) the taxpaver has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under Section 59-7-614

338  for electricity used to meet the requirements of this section; and

339 (v) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with
340  Subsection (3).
341 (b) (i) Subiject to Subsections (2)(b)(ii) and (iii), a tax credit under this section is equal

342 to the product of:

343 (A} $0.12; and
344 (B} the number of kilograms of hydrogen produced during the taxable vear.
345 (i) A taxpayer may not receive a tax credit under this section for more than 5,600

346  metric tons of hydrogen per taxable vear.

347 (iii) A taxpaver is eligible to claim a tax credit under this section for production

348  occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in which the hydrogen

349  production system is placed in commercial service.

350 (3) (a) Before a taxpayer may claim a tax credit under this section, the taxpayer shall

351  obtain a written certification from the office.

352 (b) The office shall issue a taxpayer a written certification if the office determines that:
353 (i) the taxpaver meets the requirements of this section to receive a tax credit; and
354 (ii) the hydrogen production system with respect to which the taxpaver seeks to claim a

355  tax credit:
356 (A) has been completely installed; and

357 (B) is safe, reliable, efficient, and technically feasible to ensure that the hydrogen

358  production system uses the state's nonrenewable energy resources in an appropriate and

359  economic manner.

360 (¢) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

361  office may make rules for determining whether a hydrogen production system meets the

362  requiremenis of Subsection (3)(b)(ii).

363 (d) A taxpaver that obtains a written certification from the office shall retain the
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364  certification for the same time period a person is required to keep books and records under

365  Section 59-1-1406.

366 (e) The office shall submit to the commission an electronic list that includes:

367 (i) the name and identifying information of each taxpayer to which the office issues a

368  written ceriification; and

369 (ii) for each taxpaver:

370 (A) the amount of the tax credit listed on the written certification; and

371 (B) the date the hydrogen production system was installed.

372 (4) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

373  commission may make rules to address the certification of a tax credit under this section.

374 (5) A tax credit under this section is in addition to any tax credits provided under the

375 laws or rules and regulations of the United States,

376 Section 3. Section 59-10-1106 is amended to read:

377 59-10-1106. Refundable renewable energy systems tax credits - Definitions --
378  Certification - Rulemaking authority.

379 (1) As used in this section:

380 (a) “Active solar system" means the same as that term is defined in Section

381  59-10-1014.

382 (b} "Biomass system" means the same as that term is defined in Section 59-10-1014.
383 (¢) "Commercial energy system” means the same as that term is defined in Section

384  59-7-614.

385 (d) "Commercial enterprise” means the same as that term is defined in Section

386  59-7-614.

387 (e) [()] "Commercial unit" means the same as that term is defined in Section 39-7-614,
388 [ Notwithstanding-SubseettorrtHte)(1):]

389 [(A)-withrespect toamractivesolarsystenrused

390

391
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(£) "Direct use geothermal system" means the same as that term is defined in Section

59-10-1014.

(g) "Geothermal electricity” means the same as that term is defined in Section
59-10-1014.

(h) "Geothermal energy” means the same as that term is defined in Section 59-10-1014.

(i) "Geothermal heat pump system" means the same as that term is defined in Section
59-10-1014.

(j) "Hydroenergy system" means the same as that term is defined in Section
59-10-1014.

(k) "Hydrogen production system” means the same as that term ig defined in Section

59-7-614.

T (1) "Office" means the Office of Energy Development created in Section
63M-4-401.

[(B] (m) "Passive solar system" means the same as that term is defined in Section
59-10-1014.

[€m)] (n) "Principal recovery portion" means the same as that term is defined in Section
59-10-1014.

[¢m)] (0) "Wind system” means the same as that term is defined in Section 59-10-1014.

(2) A claimant, estate, or trust may claim an energy system tax credit as provided in
this section against a tax due under this chapter for a taxable year.

(3) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (3), a claimant, estate, or trust
may claim a refundable tax credit under this Subsection (3) with respect to a commercial
energy system if:

(1) the commercial energy system does not use:

(A) wind, geothermal electricity, solar, or biomass equipment capable of producing a

total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity; or
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420 (B) solar equipment capable of producing 2,000 or more kilowatts of electricity;
421 (if) the claimant, estate, ot trust purchases or participates in the financing of the
422  commercial energy system;

423 (iii) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by
424  commercial units owned or used by the claimant, estate, or trust; or

425 (B) the claimant, estate, or trust sells all or part of the energy produced by the

426  commercial energy system as a commercial enterprise;

427 [v
428 Famvary-5206and]
429 (iv) the claimant, estate, or trust has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under

430  Subsection (6) for hydrogen production using electricity for which the claimant, estate, or trust

431  claims a tax credit under this Subsection (3); and

432 (v) the claimant, estate, or trust obtains a written certification from the office in

433  accordance with Subsection [t63] (7).

434 (b) (i) Subject to Subsections (3)(b)(ii) through [¢}] (iv), the tax credit is equal to 10%
435  of the reasonable costs of the commercial energy system.

436 (ii) A tax credit under this Subsection (3) may include installation costs.

437 (iii) A claimant, estate, or trust [nmay-claim] is eligible to claim a tax credit under this

438  Subsection (3) for the taxable year in which the commercial energy system is completed and
439  placed in service.

440

441 [¢7] (iv) The total amount of tax credit a claimant, estate, or trust may claim under this
442  Subsection (3) may not exceed $50,000 per commercial unit.

443 (c) (i) Subject to Subsections (3)(c)(ii) and (iii), a claimant, estate, or trust that is a

444 lessee of a commercial energy system installed on a commercial unit may claim a tax credit
445  under this Subsection (3) if the claimant, estate, or trust confirms that the lessor irrevocably
446  elects not to claim the tax credit.

447 (ii) A claimant, estate, or trust described in Subsection (3)(c)(i) may claim as a tax
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448  credit under this Subsection (3) only the principal recovery portion of the lease payments,

449 (iii) A claimant, estate, or trust described in Subsection (3)(c)(i) may claim a tax credit
450  under this Subsection (3) for a period that does not exceed seven taxable years after the [date]
451  day on which the lease begins, as stated in the lease agreement.

452 (4) () Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (4), a claimant, estate, or trust
453  may claim a refundable tax credit under this Subsection (4) with respect to a commercial

454  energy system if:

455 (i) the commercial energy system uses wind, geothermal electricity, or biomass

456  equipment capable of producing a total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity;

457 (i) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by
458  commercial units owned or used by the claimant, estate, or trust; or

459 (B) the claimant, estate, or trust sells all or part of the energy produced by the

460  commercial energy system as a commercial enterprise;

461 [t
462  Jamary 52607 amd]
463 (iid) the claimant, estate. or trust has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under

464  Subsection (6) for hydrogen production using electricity for which the claimant, estate, or trust

465  claims a tax credit under this Subsection {(4); and

466 (iv) the claimant, estate, or trust obtains a written certification from the office in

467  accordance with Subsection [(6)] (7).

468 (b) (i) Subject to [Subsections] Subsection (4)(b)(ii) [atreHitt)], a tax credit under this
469  Subsection (4) is equal to the product of:

470 (A) 0.35 cents; and

471 (B) the kilowatt hours of electricity produced and used or sold during the taxable year.
472 (ii) A claimant, estate, or trust is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (4)

473  [may-bectaimed] for production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the
474  month in which the commercial energy system is placed in commercial service.

475
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476 {(c) A claimant, estate, or trust that is a lessee of a commercial energy system instatled
477  on a commercial unit may claim a tax credit under this Subsection (4) if the claimant, estate, or
478  trust confirms that the lessor irrevocably elects not to claim the tax credit.

479 (5) (a) Subject to the other provisions of this Subsection (5), a claimant, estate, or trust
480  may claim a refundable tax credit as provided in this Subsection (5) if:

481 (1) the claimant, estate, or trust owns a commercial energy system that uses solar

482 equipment capable of producing a total of 660 or more kilowatts of electricity;

483 (ii) (A) the commercial energy system supplies all or part of the energy required by
484  commercial units owned or used by the claimant, estate, or trust; or

485 (B) the claimant, estate, or trust sells all or part of the energy produced by the

486  commercial energy system as a commercial enterprise;

487 (iii) the claimant, estate, or trust does not claim a tax credit under Subsection (3);
488 [iv

489 Jammary126+5and]

490 (iv) the claimant, estate, or trust has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under

491  Subsection {6) for hydrogen production using electricity for which a taxpayer claims a tax

492  credit under this Subsection (5); and

493 (v) the claimant, estate, or trust obtains a written certification from the office in

494  accordance with Subsection [{6}] (7).

495 (b) (i) Subject to [Subsections] Subsection (5)(b)(ii) [ard-(ii}], a tax credit under this
496  Subsection (5) is equal to the product of:

497 (A) 0.35 cents; and

498 (B) the kilowatt hours of electricity produced and used or sold during the taxable year.
499 (ii) A claimant, estate, or trust is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (5)

500 [maybectaimred] for production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the
501  month in which the commercial energy system is placed in commercial service.

502 [

503 (c) A claimant, estate, or trust that is a lessee of a commercial energy system installed
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504  on a commercial unit may claim a tax credit under this Subsection (5) if the claimant, estate, or
505  trust confirms that the lessor irrevocably elects not to claim the tax credit.
506 (6) (a) A claimant, estate, or trust may claim a refundable tax credit as provided in this

507  Subsection (6) if:

508 (1) the claimant, estate, or trust owns a hydrogen production system;

509 (i) the hydrogen production system is completed and placed in service on or after

510  January 1, 2022:

511 (iii) the claimant, estate, or trust sells as a commercial enterprise, or supplies for the

512  claimant's, estate's, or trust's own use in commercial units, the hydrogen produced from the

513  hydrogen production system;

514 (iv) the claimant, estate, or trust has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under

515  Subsection {3), (4), or (5) for electricity used to meet the requirements of this Subsection (6);
516 and

517 (v) the claimant, estate, or trust obtains a written certification from the office in

518  accordance with Subsection (7).

519 (b} (i) Subiject to Subsections (6)(b)(ii) and (iii), a tax credit under this Subsection (6}
520  isequal to the product of:

521 (A) $0.12; and

522 (B) the number of kilograms of hydrogen produced during the taxable year.

523 (ii) A claimant, estate, or trust may not receive a tax credit under this Subsection (6) for

524  more than 5,600 metric tons of hydrogen per taxable vear.

525 (iii) A claimant, estate, or trust is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (6)

526  for production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in which the

527  hydrogen production system is placed in commercial service.

528 [€63] (7) (a) Before a claimant, estate, or trust may claim a tax credit under this section,
529  the claimant, estate, or trust shall obtain a written certification from the office.
530 (b) The office shall issue a claimant, estate, or trust a written certification if the office

531  determines that:
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532 (i} the claimant, estate, or trust meets the requirements of this section to receive a tax
533  credit; and
534 (ii) [theofficedetermminesthat] the commercial energy system or the hydrogen

535  production system with respect to which the claimant, estate, or trust seeks to claim a tax

536  credit:

537 (A) has been completely installed;
538 (B) is a viable system for saving or producing energy from renewable resources; and
539 (C) is safe, reliable, efficient, and technically feasible to ensure that the commercial

540  energy system or the hydrogen production system uses the state's renewable and nonrenewable
541  resources in an appropriate and economic manner,

542 (c) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the
543  office may make rules:

544 (i) for determining whether a commercial energy system or a hydrogen production

545  system meets the requirements of Subsection [€6)] (7)(b)(ii); and

546 (ii) for purposes of a tax credit under Subsection (3), establishing the reasonable costs
547  of a commercial energy system, as an amount per unit of energy production.

548 (d) A claimant, estate, or trust that obtains a written certification from the office shall
549  retain the certification for the same time period a person is required to keep books and records
550  under Section 59-1-1406.

551 {(e) The office shall submit to the commission an electronic list that includes:

552 (i) the name and identifying information of each claimant, estate, or trust to which the

553  office issues a written certification; and

554 (i) for each claimant, estate, or trust:
555 (A) the amount of the tax credit listed on the written certification; and
556 (B) the date the commercial energy system or the hydrogen production system was

557  installed.
558 [€9] (8) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking

559  Act, the commission may make rules to address the certification of a tax credit under this
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560  section.

561 [€8)] (9) A tax credit under this section is in addition to any tax credits provided under
562  the laws or rules and regulations of the United States.

563 [€93] (10) A purchaser of one or more solar units that claims a tax credit under Section
564  59-10-1024 for the purchase of the one or more solar units may not claim a tax credit under this

565  section for that purchase.

566 Section 4. Section §9-10-1113 is enacted to read:

567 59-10-1113. Refundable tax credit for nonrenewable hydrogen production system.
568 (1) As used in this section:

569 (a) "Commercial enterprise” means the same as that term is defined in Section

570 59-7-626.

571 (b} "Commercial unit" means the same as that term is defined in Section 59-7-626.
572 (¢) "Hydrogen production system" means the same as that term is defined in Section
573 59-7-626.

574 (d) "Office" means the Office of Energy Development created in Section 63M-4-401.
575 (2) (a) A claimant, estate, or trust may claim a refundable credit under this section if:
576 (i} the claimant, estate, or frust owns a hydrogen production system;

577 (ii) the hydrogen production system is completed and placed in service on or after

578  January 1, 2022;

579 (iii) the claimant, estate, or trust sells as a commercial enterprise, or supplies for the

580 claimant's, estate's, or trust's own use in commercial units, the hydrogen produced from the

581  hydrogen production system;

582 (iv) the claimant, estate, or trust has not claimed and will not claim a tax credit under

583  Section 59-10-1106 for electricity used to meet the requirements of this section; and

584 (v) the taxpayer obtains a written certification from the office in accordance with
585  Subsection (3).
586 (b) (i) Subject to Subsections (2)Xb)(ii) and (iii), a tax credit under this section is equal

587  to the product of:
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(A) $0.12; and
(B) the number of kilograms of hydrogen produced during the taxable vear.

(ii) A claimant, estate, or trust may not receive a tax credit under this section for more

than 5,600 metric tons of hvdrogen per taxable vear.

(iii) A claimant, estate, or trust is eligible to claim a tax credit under this section for

production occurring during a period of 48 months beginning with the month in which the

hydrogen production system is placed in commercial service.

(3) (a) Before a claimant, estate, or trust may claim a tax credit under this section, the

claimant, estate, or trust shall obtain a written certification from the office,

{b) The office shall issue a claimant, estate, or trust a written certification if the office

determines that:

(i) the claimant, estate, or trust meets the requirements of this section to receive a tax

credit; and

(il) the hydrogen production system with respect to which the claimant, estate, or trust

seeks to claim a tax credit:

{A) has been completely installed;

(B) is safe, reliable, efficient, and technically feasible to ensure that the hydrogen

production system uses the state's nonrenewable energy resources in an appropriate and

economic manner.,

(c) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

office may make rules for determining whether a hydrogen production system meets the

requirements of this Subsection (3)(b)(ii).

(d) A claimant, estate, or trust that obtains a written certification from the office shall

retain the certification for the same time period a person is required to keep books and records

under Section 59-1-1406.

(e) The office shall submit to the commission an electronic list that includes:

(i) the name and identifying information of each claimant, estate, or trust to which the

office issues a written certification; and
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(ii) for each claimant, estate, or frust;

(A) the amount of the tax credit listed on the written certification; and

(B) the date the hydrogen production system was installed.
(4) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

commission may make rules to address the certification of a tax credit under this section.

(5) A tax credit under this section is in addition to any tax credits provided under the

laws or rules and regulations of the United States.

Section 5. Effective date.

This bill takes effect for a taxable vear beginning on or after January 1, 2022,
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UTAH HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MELISSA BALLARD
DISTRICT 20

407 ELK HOLLOW CTRCLE

NORTH SALT LAKE 1T, 84054 TEL: {801} 633-63G1

MBALLARDSLE LTAM. GOV

DISTRICT 20, DAVIS CQUNTY

Model Legislation for Hydrogen Incentive

Definition for Renewable Hydrogen

“Renewable Hydrogen” means hydrogen that is produced from electricity from a renewable
energy source to create hydrogen gas from water, regardless of whether the renewable energy
source is at a separate facility or the same facility as the system of apparatus and equipment; or
(ii) uses renewable natural gas to produce hydrogen gas.

Hydrogen Tax Incentives - Melissa Ballard (HB 223 - UT 2021)

HB 223 enacts refundable corporate and individual income tax credits for systems that produce
hydrogen from renewable and nonrenewable sources. The tax credit is equal to $0.12 per
kilogram of hydrogen produced during the taxable year. Up to 5,600 metric tons of hydrogen
produced is efigible for the tax credit (worth up to $672,000).

Partial model language:

(k) "Hydrogen production system" means a system of apparatus and equipment, located in this state, that
uses:
{i) electricity from a renewable energy source to create hydrogen gas from water, regardless of
whether the renewable energy source is at a separate facility or the same facility as the system of
apparatus and equipment; or
(i) uses renewable natural gas to produce hydrogen gas

{7) (a) Ataxpayer may claim a refundable tax credit as provided in this Subsection (7)
If:
(i) the taxpayer owns a hydrogen production system,
(ii} the hydrogen production system is completed and placed in service on or after January 1,
2022;
{iii} the taxpayer sells as a commercial enterprise, or supplies for the taxpayer's own use in
commercial units, the hydrogen produced from the hydrogen production system;
(v) the taxpayer cbtains a written certification from the office in accordance with Subsection (8).

(b) (i) Subject to Subsections (7)(b)(ii) and (iii), a tax credit under this Subsection (7) is equal to the

product of:
(A) $0.12; and
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(B) the number of kilograms of hydrogen produced during the taxable year.
{iiy A taxpayer may not receive a tax credit under this Subsection (7) for more than 5,600 metric
tons of hydrogen per taxable year,
(iii) A taxpayer is eligible to claim a tax credit under this Subsection (7} for production occurring
during a pericd of 48 months beginning with the month in which the hydragen praduction system
is placed in commercial service.

{d) The director shall at least annually submit to the commission a list of all qualified taxpayers to which
the director has issued a tax credit certificate and the amount of each tax credit represented by the tax
credit certificates.

{7) The tax credit under this section is allowed only:

{a) against a tax owed under this chapter in the taxable year by the qualified taxpayer,

(b) for the taxable year in which the qualified purchase occurs; and

(c) once per vehicle.

(8) A qualified taxpayer may not assign a tax credit or a tax credit certificate under this section to ancther
person.

(9} If the qualified taxpayer receives a tax credit certificate under this section that allows a tax credit in an
amount that exceeds the qualified taxpayer's tax liability under this chapter for a taxable year, the
qualified taxpayer may carry forward the amount of the tax credit that exceeds the tax liability for a period
that does not exceed the next five taxable years.
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From: Gretchen Baldau

To! Adrian Luth

Subject: Invitation — ALEC Legisiative and Committee Staff Working Group — Webinar on Thursday, July 22nd at 2pm ET
Date: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 1:02:55 PM

Attachments: jmage00t.png

Hi Adrian,

| hope your week is going well.

You are invited to the next CIED Legislative and Committee Staff Working Group scheduled for

Thursday, July 22M 5t 2:00pm ET. The webinar will feature speakers from the Pacific Legal
Foundation, Ballotpedia, and Arizona Governor Ducey's office discussing administrative law and
regulatory reform in the states.

Webinar Information:
Thursday, July 22" at 2:00pm ET

Register in advance for this webinar: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN 7xBObNb8Tn2axD-
nLnpHLQ.

We would love to hear any questions and updates from your state or office during the Q&A section
of the webinar. If you know other legislative or committee staff members who would be interested
in joining this webinar or working group, please feel free to invite them and send me their contact
information so | can send them updates.

Registration is still open for ALEC's Annuaf Meeting in Sait Lake City, UT from July 28%"-30'". This year

we are hosting a special workshop for legislative and committee staff on Thursday, july 29t at
9:30am MT. It will feature overviews of important ALEC policies and pressing issues facing
legislatures across the states today. To register for the conference, click here.

Thanks! | look forward to working with you.

Best,

Gretchen Baidau and Mike Slabinski
Commerce, Insurance and Economic Development Task Force
Direct:_ '
2900 Crystal Drive, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202
Exéthanga

HSTED GEATRNMEN « STEE MARETR » FLOERALIGN

Upcoming Meetings:

2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Salt Lake City UT

2021 States and Nation Policy Summit, December 1 — 3, San Diego CA

Amefican
Liygiimivy |
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From: ‘Ametican | egislative Exchange Council

To: Nancy .
Subject: Jason Bethke added you ta the group Criminal Justice Task Force
Date:’ Friday, July 16, 2021 11:21:07 AM

© Welcome! You're now a member of Criminal Justice Task Force.

You're receiving ALEC CONNECT emails,
To change or furn off ALEC CONMECT email, log in as nbarto@azleg.gov.

sdiesforce.com; inc. The Landimark @ Cne Market, Suite 360 San Francisco, CA 94105

/.
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Fram: ) erican Legislative | e CouncT

To:. ‘ Nancy Barto -
Suhject: Jason Bethke sdded yau to the group Health and Human Semces Task an:e
Date: Friday, July 16, 2021-11:20:47 AM

| Welcome! You're now a member of Health and Human Services Task Force.

You're receiwng ALEC CONNECT emais.
To changé or turn off ALEC CONNECT emait log in-as nkarto@azleg.gov..

safes_farce;com, inc. The Landmark @ One Markef, Suite 300 San Franc:scoy CASSi09
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Froni; ALEC Events

To: David Gowan
Subject: Know Before You Go - 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Date; Saturday, July 24, 2021 10:06:06 AM
@
Hi David,

We are excited you will be joining us at the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting in
Salt Lake City, Utah. Here are a few things to Know Before You Go:

ALEC is committed to a creating safe and memorable experience! We are here to help
you prepare for your trip to ensure your stay is safe and enjoyable! Providing a safe
experience starts before your departure. We ask that you commit and acknowledge that
you have not experienced symptoms, been exposed to or tested positive for COVID-19
in the past 10 days.

ALEC and The Grand America will be following all state and iocal guidelines. In line
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with CDC guidance, masks are opticnal for fully vaccinated guests. PPE will be
available throughout the meeting space.

A positive memorable experience is always our primary focus when offering training or
in executing a meeting.

We look forward to seeing you in Salt Lake City, Utah!

Check out the top 5 things to do in Salt Lake City and show off with our hashtags
below!

#ALECideas #ALECIinSCL #ALECTogether

Make sure that you stop by the registration desk to check-in and get your badge.
Your badge is your key to attending all conference events such as meetings,
workshops, meals, and receptions.

Tuesday, July 27 Wednesday, July Thursday, July Friday, July 30
28 29
2:00 PM - 5:00 7:30 AM - 3:00
PM 7:30 AM - 5:00 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
PM PM

In order to ensure safety for all attendees, ALEC has a No Badge, No Entry Policy for
all official ALEC events. The registration desk will be located at the Grand Ballroom
Registration Counters.

We also recommend you remove your badge when you are not at the conference.

Download the Mobile App Now!

The 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting is mobile with our event app! Stay
connected with the app that will make this year's experience even more valuable for our
attendees, sponsors and speakers. This app includes our agendas, speakers and much
more all in the palm of your hand. Watch your email for more information!
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Conference Attire

Business attire is recommended for all events. The conference rooms can be chilly, so
please plan to dress accordingly. Be sure to check the weather before you leave home.

Exhibit Hall
Wednesday, July 28 Thursday, July 29 Friday, July 30
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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With over 30 exhibitors at this year's Annual Meeting, you will want be sure to explore
and connect with our various partners!

We are looking forward to seeing you in-person next week in Salt Lake City! See
below for a few of the special events happening throughout the week:

Go for the Gold at the Utah Welcome Reception hosted at the home of the 2002
Olympic Games, Utah Olympic Park.

July 28th from 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
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Open to alf registered attendees. Transportation will be provided. Dress is casual.

e July 27 at 8:00 PM - Late Night Dessert & Scary Stories with Ken Cuccinelli
s July 28 at 9:45 AM - Task Force Town Hall

o July 28 at 1:30 PM - Bowwow Yappy Hour

+ July 29 at 9:30 AM - Legislative Staff Training

s July 29 at 1:45 PM - Ice Cream Social

e July 30 at 2:30 PM - Academy: State Legislators take action on Next Steps to
Save the American Dream from Unsustainable Deficit Spending via a “No-
Runaway” Article VV Convention (Contact Karla Jones for more information.)

Next week at the ALEC Annual Meeting, you will hear from incredible speakers
and policy leaders. Here is a sneak peek to some of the exciting line-up:

Governor Spencer Cox (UT)
Lt. Governor Mark Robinson (NC)
Congressman Jason Chaffetz (UT)
U.S. Senator Mike Lee (UT)
Economic powerhouses Dr. Arthur B. Laffer, Stephen Moore and Donna Arduin
Taiwanese Ambassador H.E. Bi-khim Hsiao
Secretary Rick Perry
Journalist Rikki Schiott

Media Row at the ALEC Annual Meeting

Fill out this quick form to participate in a media junket during the 48" Annual Meeting
in Salt Lake City, UT. Once you complete the form, the ALEC booking team will be in
touch.

With questions, please contact ALEC Press Secretary Alexis Jarrett

(ajarrett@alec.orq).

While in the capitol city of Utah, do not miss the opportunity to see the Utah
State Capitol!

Reservations are available for tours starting at 2:30 PM on Friday, July 30.
Transportation will be on your own to the captiol. For more information, please contact

meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,
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The ALEC Events Team
American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org

If you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Opt-Out.
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From: Elizabeth Tavior

To:
ren Fann”; Lisa Nelson; “Philip Gunn
; MStuart Adams”;
Cc ; 3 James lester; "Karen Fann®; "Martin, Chuck™;
Subject; RE: 2022 ALEC Annual Meeling: Georgla Planning Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 1:15:42 PM
Hi all—

We look forward to today’s meeting this afternoon. For those able to attend in person, please pian
on meeting in the Belvedere Room (3™ Floor) at 3:30pm MT.

Thank you!
Elizabeth Taytor

~---Qriginal Appointment---—
From: Elizabeth Taylor
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2021 12:35 PM

To: Elizabeth Taylor; 'deasas Gl : Marie vutai; dovz i

‘judson N : o< oG : Gabrieia ui; ‘chuck |
‘emory.witkersor || I : Courtney Cook; 'Sen Pres Karen Fann'; Lisa Nelson; 'Philip
Gunn (peurn Gl ikcarsonir R : oz G ; Wilhelm Meierling;
‘Stuart Adams'

Cc: ndandrea Gl 'Adrian Luth () /2es Loster; ‘Karen Fann’;
*Martin, Chuck'; Rick Cimerman; mkiely@-; ‘Karen Fann'

Subject: 2022 ALEC Annual Meeting: Georgia Planning Meeting

When: Thursday, July 28, 2021 3:30 PM-4:30 PM {UTC-07:00) Mountain Time {US & Canada).
Where: Belvedere Room, Grand America Hotel | 1-800-704-9804,,,1469544844

Location:

Belvedere Conference Room
Line: 1-800-704-9804

Code: 146944844

ETH-269




From: Garry Smith
To: Gabriella Ui
Ccs sen.david.wilson@akleq.gov; kvle hall@ncleg.net; Lincoln Fillmore; sen.mary. kiffmeyerfdsenate.mn;

jason, ﬁscher@m_\{ﬁondahouse gov, Thomas T.J Shope; kandmarbleinc R

i > 1ohn. barker@?wuse ks.qov, Lo buford Irc.

; linehan@leg.ne. ggg, spencer. roach@mﬁondahnuse qov;
; oan, roberts a!seﬂate ;?

Subject; Re: Canceled: State
Date: Thursday, July B, 2021 8:39:50 AM

July 18th maybe?

Chairman Garnry R. Smith

South

Carolina House of Representatives

Greenville County - District 27

On Jul 8, 2021, at 9:52 AM, Gabriella Uli <guli@alec.org> wrote:

All -

Please join us Friday, June 18, 2021, at 12 PM Eastern Standard Time. This call will focus
on the upcoming Annual Meeting in SLC. Agenda will be forthcoming.

You may access the meeting via the zoom link here: ||| |  GTcTcNINENINININIE

As many of you know, these calls take place on the third Friday of every month.

Sincerely,
Gabriella

Gabriella M. Uli
Lepislative Qutreach Manager
American Legislative Exchange Council

col: I

@

Upcoming Meetings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Salt Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Policy Summit, December 13, San Diego CA
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ALEC State Chair Call
12:00 PM Eastern Time
Zoom Link and Numbers:
Join Zoom Meeting

<mime-attachment.ics>
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From: Tom Llewellyn

To: Mae James
Cc: David Biddulph; Ken Ivary; Robert Natelson; Barry W Poulson; Yvette herrell; Kelly Townsend; John Ramsey;

David M Waiker; Karla Jones; Rex Rice, SC Senate District 2; Mike Kapic; Anthony Kern; Bob ¢ arlstrom; Neal
Schuerer; Jim Rubens; Jim Stalzer; Bill Cowsert; Kim Koppelman; Representative Powers; 1.D. Campaign

Subject: Re: Conference Call: Final ALEC Academy Prep and an Update on SC
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 10:21:19 PM

Attachments: Eiscal onsibility Amendment Academy Conference package.docx
Team FRAA,

Please consider this outline of the planned material package for our Fiscal
Responsibility Amendment Academy session.

Trust we will talk about this on the conference call.

Tom L.

On Thu, Jul 15, 2021 at 6:29 PM Mac James < NG

wrote:

Dear LUVBBA Partners,

Please join us tomorrow as we make final preparations for our U.S. Fiscal Responsibility
Amendment Academy in Salt Lake City on July 30, 2021. We will focus on final edits to
our agenda and on any questions from or for our presenters. If you are presenting, your
participation on tomorrow’s call would be especially appreciated. Along with the most
recent Academy agenda, I've attached the submitted PowerPoint presentations for your
interest.

We will also be discussing recent developments in South Carolina and the potential for that
state’s application to become BBA #34. Thank you for the perspective you each bring to the
conversation.

Meeting Information
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Friday, july 16, 2021 at 4:00 PM ET

Join the Zoom Meeting
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U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Amendment Academy

Page 1- Introduction - America’s Fiscal Future in Jeopardy - David Walker

Pages 2 & 3 — Executive Summary - David Bidduiph

Pages 4 & 5 — Background of Federal Debt Issue - Biddulph
Starting with Reagan, number of Congressional calls for BBA but lack of any admin., Convention Planning
Arizona 2017 gathering, progress with 34 applications.

Page 6 — Article V Constitutional Call to Action by State Legislatures —Natelson
Framers design for Article V and built-in safeguards

Page 7 — Dynamic Survey of State Legislatures —Biddulph
Brief explanation of today’s dynamic survey of State Legislatures and reporting

Page 8 — Speaker Bio’s - Ivory, Walker, Biddulph, Natelson, Poulson, Herrell, Townsend, Ramsey

Page 9 & 10 —- Additional State Legislative Actions - yvette Herrell and Kelly Townsend
No-Runaway Convention Delegate Law, State Ratification Convention Law, Instructions for State
Delegates on Article V No-Runaway Convention Rules, Preference of fiscal planning alternatives, State
participation in federal lawsuit to compel Article V application admin. Action and appointing a delegate
Liaison) to Phoenix Correspondence Commission to coordinate action related to Article V matters.

Page 11 & 12 FOUR Fiscal Responsibility Proposals - Ramsey, Walker, Polson & Biddulph
Bill of Financial Responsibilities, Debt-to-GDP, Merrifield-Poulson & Maximizing Prosperity & Security

Page 13 — Next Steps Going Forward — Panel Discussion Outline
Survey Results, final 34 & added BBA resolutions/applications, additional state legislative actions,
tawsuit against Congress and participation in Phoenix Correspondence Commission.

Appendix — Organized by Speaker
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From: Carly Good

To: Carly Good

Cc: Lee Schalk

Subject: RE: EEA Check-In

Date: Monday, July 26, 2021 3:08:04 PM

Attachments: imageQ01.png

Hello all,

Greetings from Salt Lake City! | am very excited to kick off Annuat Meeting with tomorrow’s
programming.

As a reminder — if you are attending the Rio Tinto tour tomorrow, please do not forget your proof of
vaccination! The bus will depart the Grand America South Lot at 12p noon. If you have any
guestions or would like to attend the energy briefing portion only, feel free to email or call/text me.
Also, the EEA Legislator Dinner is all set for tomorrow night at Lake Effect in Downtown Salt Lake
City. t hope to see you all there!

As always, feel free to reach out to me via email or phone if 1 can answer any questions. My direct

col s

Best,

Carly Good

Task Force Manager
Energy, Environment and Agriculture |
American Legislative Fxchange Council |
c

o: I

Email: cgood@alec.org

From: Carly Good

Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 9:56 AM
To: Carly Good <cgood@alec.org>

Cc: Lee Schalk <Ischalk@alec.org>
Subject: EEA Check-in

Hi EEA members and participants,
Thank you all for a successful subcommittee meeting yesterday. All 10 model policies were

recommended favorably by the subcommittee! Per the discussion, changes will be made to a few of
the model policies on our website between now and the full Task Force Meeting next Thursday,

July 29t Make sure you are checking the EEA webpage for the most up-to-date versions of the
policies.

A few reminders prior to next week —
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The Rio Tinto Mine Tour and Energy Policy Briefing next Tuesday is filling up fast! Legislators are
welcome to sign up through this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rio tinto-mine-tour-and-
energy-policy-briefing-tickets-160634675639

*NOTE — Rio Tinto is requiring proof of vaccination against COVID-19 to attend the tour. However, if
you would like to attend the energy briefing only, feel free to reach out to me directly. There are no
COViD-related requirements for this portion of the event.

Also, EEA legislators are all invited to the EEA Task Force Dinner on Tuesday night at Lake Effectin
downtown Salt Lake City. Please RSVP for the dinner here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eea-
{egistator-dinner-annuai-meeting-202 1-tickets- 164006623225

As always, feel free to reach out anytime. Have a great weekend, and | look forward to meeting you
all in person next week!

Alf the best,

Carly Good

Task Force Manager

Energy, Environment and Agriculture
American Legislative Exchange Council
c

Email: cgood@alec.org

From: Carly Good

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 12:05 PM

To: Carly Good <cgood@alec.org>

Cc: Lee Schalk <|schatk@alec.org>

Subject: EFA Subcommittee Meeting TOMORROW
Importance: High

Hi EEA participants,

This week marks the start of ALEC Annual Meeting 2021!

As a final reminder — our EFA subcommittees meeting wili take place TOMORROW, july 215, from
11:00am-2:000m EASTERN. Here is the link to join that meeting: | | D

Please come prepared with questions/comments on the model policies. | have linked the EEA event
page here for easy access to all of the policies. | have also attached the agenda for tomorrow’s
meeting to this email.

| look forward to seeing you all {virtually) tomorrow and in Salt Lake City next week!

Best,

ETH-276




Carly Good
Task Force Manager
Energy, Environment and Agriculture
American Legislative Exchange Council
g
o- I

Lizgiaiative

Email: cgood@alec.org
Eachange

LEAEED GEVERUMENT « EREE MORIEEFS » FEDCRALIEN

Amarican,

Upcomin ings:
2021 Annual Meeting, July 28 — 30, Salt Lake City UT
2021 States and Nation Policy Summit, December 1 -3, San Diego CA

The American Legislative Exchange Council is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest
nonpartisan, voluntary membership organization of state legislators in the United States dedicated
to the principles of limited government, free markets and federalism. The Council is governed by
state legislators who comprise the National Board of Legislators and is advised by the Private
Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and think tank members.
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From: Brookiyn Rob

To: Nancy Barto

Cc: Sen. Nancy B

Subject: Re: Safe Campaunding model packet info
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 4:45:00 AM

Hi Nancy,

A couple of things—we probably won’t have time to get these in the packets, but we can give them
out with the folders as people check in. We have very limited printing capabilities, so you'd either
need to bring copies or make them in the hotel’s business center. Also, did you send these to Beverly
or do you want'me to forward them to her?

Brooklyn Roberts
HHS Task Force Director
American Legislative Fxchange Council

o: I
v: I

broberts@alec.org

The American Legislative Exchange Council is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest
nonpartisan, voluntary membership organization of state legislators in the United States dedicated to
the principles of limited government, free markets and federalism. The Council is governed by state
legislators who comprise the National Board of Legislators and is advised by the Private Enterprise
Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and think tank members.

Website | Facebook | Twitter | Blog

From: Nancy Barto <NBarto@azleg.gov>
Date: Monday, July 26, 2021 at 8:08 PM
To: Brooklyn Roberts <broberts@alec.org>

ce: Nancy barto <N -

Subject: Safe Compounding model packet info
Hi Broaklyn,

As a follow-up to the subcommittee discussion on the Safe Compounding model, Beverly Gossage
requested further information about what the FDA was doing that th reatened the practice of

compounding. It might be helpful to include this article hitps://adpcnews.com/2021-
03/smokinggun/ in the packets.

A longer much mare extensive response to the NASEM report is here, but | do not believeitis
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necessary to include that. We could have it available as a link: https://media.thinkbrg.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/19201541/BRG-NASEM_Report-Analysis 2021-V1.pdf

I've also attached a legal memo in defense of states controiling their health care practices. It would
be great if that were included in the packet, if it's not too much information. Any thoughts?

Thanks much —
Nancy

Legal memo prepared by

KURT M. ALTMAN, P.L.C.
4848 East Cactus Rd, Suite 505-102
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
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From: MNapcy Barto

To: Brogklyn Roberts
Subject: Re: Virtual hearing
Date: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 7:50:53 AM

If there will be time enough for it, that would be much preferred. He’s flying in for it too and was totally confused
that this subcommittee was happening a week earlier when he was not able to prepare or schedule for it.

Sent from my iPhone

> On Jul 21, 2021, at 7:41 AM, Brooklyn Roberts <BRoberts@alec.org> wrote:

>

> No worries as I already had him presenting at the meeting as well. Do you want me to take that one off the agenda
for today’s subcom or do you want to talk about it?

>

> Brooklyn Roberts

> HHS Task Force Director

> American Legislative Exchange Council

>D:
>M:
> broberts@alec.org
>

> The American Legislative Exchange Council is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is the largest nonpartisan,
voluntary membership organization of state legislators in the United States dedicated to the principles of limited
government, free markets and federalism. The Council is governed by state legislators who comprise the National
Board of Legislators and is advised by the Private Enterprise Advisory Council, a group of private, foundation and
think tank members.

>

> Website <htip://www.alec.org/> | Facebook <http:/fwww. facebook.com/Americanl egjslativeExchange “ouncil> |
Twitter <htip://www.twitter.com/alec_states™ | Blog <http.//www.americanlegislator.org/>

=

>

o>

>

> On 7/21/21, 10:39 AM, "Nancy Barto” <NBarto@azleg.gov> wrote:

>

Completely understand. See you next week!

g
g
> Sent from my iPhone
>

>> On Jul 21,2021, at 7:34 AM, Keith Frederick < | N R EEEE - ot

>

>> Hello Senator,

>

>> Unfortunately it will not be possible for me to participate in today’s virtual hearing.
>>

>> My office schedule of patients today and the fact that I am on call for several area Emergency Depariments today
will prevent me from participating.

>>

> T do lock forward to providing testimony to the Committee in Salt Lake next weck.
>

>> Thank you.

>

>> Sincerely,

>>
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>> Keith
>
>
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From:
To:
Subject:
Dates

Let Us Vote for @ BBA Gizen's Campaign, Inc,

1.0, Mesnasd
Registratian is Open for the Fiscal Responsibifity Amendment Academy-
Thursday, July 22, 2021 7:44)3:43 AM
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pexeiéisobia_agﬁm 1756393 64jpg _

Please join us af the

U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Amendment
Academy

Where attendees will chart a sustainable fiscal path for America

Friday, July 30, 2021 from 2:30 -6:30 PM MT
Salt Lake City, UT {Virtual Participation Available}

Leveraging Our Children's Future

Inalune 16t address to the Senate Banking Committee, Federal Resesve Chairman Jerome Powell put

ETH-283




concerns about unsustainable levels of federal debt into very relatable terms. He said, "Over time,
future generations — our kids and our grandkids — their tax dollars will be going to servicing the debt
that we incurred to buy the stuff we wanted when we were in charge.” He continued, “Every
generation is entitled to spend what it wants to spend on the things it thinks it needs, but it reatly
ought to pay for them in some sense rather than passing the bills onto {their] kids.”

The Article V Solution

After decades of bipartisan and accelerating deficit spending, it has become clear that Congress has no
serious interest in solving the national debt crisis, and that unsustainable levels of debt pose a direct
threat to Social Security, national security and the future prosperity of American families. However,
under Article V of the U.S. Constitution, a convention of states may initiate the proposal of an
amendment to address fiscal responsibility, As applications for this convention approach the
constitutionally required two-thirds (34) threshold, we believe it is time for the states to prepare for
this historic convention.

Please Join Us

On Friday, July 30, 2021, from 2:30-6:15 PM MT, you are invited to participate {virtually, or in person}
in a U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Amendment Academy where state legislators will be encouraged to
consider next steps toward a “No-Runaway” Article V Convention to propose a federal fiscal
responsibility amendment. Leading experts in constitutional law and economic policy will be available
1o answer questions on the safety and efficacy of an Article V convention, and state lawmakers will be
invited to deliberate and cast their vote in support of recommended fiscal rules that would maximize
America's prosperity for generations to come.

Meet the Experts

The U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Academy will be hosted
by former Utah State Representative Ken lvory, and
presenters will include:

e David M. Walker, former Comptroller General of
the United States and CEQ of the U.S.
Government Accountability Office {GAO).

Rob Natelson.jpg
s Professor Robert G. Natelson, widely
acknowledged to be America’s leading expert on _
the Constitution’s amendment process. 7]

¢ Dr. Barry Poulson, Emeritus Professor of
Economics at the University of Colorado, author b
and national recognized authority on fiscal rules
and fiscal constitutions.

Dr. Poulson.jpg

2]
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- Academy registrants will receive a complimentary digital copy of A Fiscal Cliff in which co-editor Dr. S
“Barry Poulson observes, “Unless we reform our fiscal rules and institutions, we are not likely 1o solve - -
" ‘the debt.crisis and restore sustainable fiscal policies. Given the _dysf_unctiq_h in Congress, thereis - Lo
~growing interest in a state-drafted voter-ratified constitutional amendment, such as to require a -

[balanced federal bu_dggt.” B

. Please complete your free registration here

o for this online and in-person event. ...

) Register for the Academy e : .
M

The U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Academy will be held in conjunction with the ALEC

48" Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City. If you will be attending the ALEC meeting,
please plan stay for this special event. If you have any questions, please feel free

to contact us at info@letusvoteforbba.org.
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Friday, July 30
2:30 - 6:30 pm MDT

This virtual event is an interactive, bi-partisan Academy of States where you, as a state
lawmaker, will cast your batlot to call 2 “No-Runaway” Article V Convention for
proposing amendments. Whether you agree or disagree in the responsibility of the
States to govern our nation, you need to be heard.

3
RO —
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Academy Moderator ;
‘Ken Ivory, former State 1 Academy:
Representative, Utah A place of study or training
in a special field.

Panelists Include
[7.5. Congresswoman
Yvette Herrell, New Mexico

Professor Robert G. Natelson : Questions?
- Please contact Karla Jones

Former U.S. Comptroller General kiones@alec.org

Dauvid Walker - -

and more

Path To Reform is part of ACT 2 Inc, an educationil Colorado 501(c)(3) non-profit.

PathToReforim.org ActoReform,org

Cailing for an Article V Gathering Tdeas to Fix the Future

CampaignCopstitution.com

Vote on 30+ Amendment Ideas

You are receiving this email because you have engaged with us in the past or have a
government email available to the public to hear from constituents.

path To Reform ] 205 E Cheyenne Mountain Blvd, Colarade Springs, CO 80206

Unsubscribe jmesnard@azieg.gov

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
Sent by marcus@pathtoreform.org powered by

e

Trr\_rwemaii markenng for frea today!
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Fromn: Let 1sg Vote for a BRA Giizen”s Campaign, Inc,
To: 1.4, Mespard .

Subject: Reminder: Registration is Open for the Fiscal Responsibility Amendment Academy
Date: Sunday, July 25, 2021 11:44::49 AM
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Please join us at the

U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Amendment

Academy

Where attendees will chart a sustainable fiscal path for America

Friday, July 30, 2021 from 2:30 -6:30 PM MT
Salt Lake City, UT (Virtual Participation Available}

Leveraging Our Children's Future

In a June 16" address to the Senate Banking Committee, Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell put
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concerns about unsustainable levels of federal debt into very relatable terms. He said, “Over time,
future generations — our kids and our grandkids — their tax dollars will be going to servicing the debt
that we incurred to buy the stuff we wanted when we were in charge.” He continued, “Every
generation is entitled to spend what jt wants to spend on the things it thinks it needs, but it really

ought to pay for them in some sense rather than passing the bills onto {their] kids.”
The Article V Solution

After decades of bipartisan and accelerating deficit spending, it has become clear that Congress has no
serious interest in solving the national debt crisis, and that unsustainable levels of debt pose a direct
threat to Social Security, national security and the future prosperity of American families. However,
under Article V of the U.S. Constitution, a convention of states may initiate the proposal of an
amendment to address fiscal responsibility. As applications for this convention approach the
constitutionally required two-thirds (34) threshold, we believe it is time for the states to prepare for
this historic convention.

Please Jain Us

On Friday, July 30, 2021, from 2:30-6:15 PM MT, you are invited to participate {virtually, or in person)
in a U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Amendment Academy where state legislators will be encouraged to
consider next steps toward a “No-Runaway” Article V Convention to propose a federat fiscal
responsibility amendment. Leading experts in constitutional faw and economic policy will be available
to answer questions on the safety and efficacy of an Article V convention, and state lawmakers will be
invited to deliberate and cast their vote in support of recommended fiscal rules that would maximize
America's prosperity for generations to come.

Meet the Experts

The U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Academy wili be hosted
by former Utah State Representative Ken Ivory, and
presenters will include:

e David M. Walker, former Comptroller General of
the United States and CEO of the U.S.
Government Accountability Office {(GAO).

Rob Natelson.jpg
e Professor Robert G. Natelson, widely
acknowledged to be America’s leading expert on
the Constitution’s amendment process. IE’

e Dr. Barry Poulson, Emeritus Professor of
Economics at the University of Colorado, author
and nationa! recognized authority on fiscal rules
and fiscal constitutions.

Dr. Poulson.jpg

@
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- Academy registrants wnii recewe a complimentary dlgttal copy | of A Fjscai Ciiff in which co-edttor Dr.
_‘Barry Poulson observes, "Unless we reform our fiscal rules and institutions, we are not likely to solve
‘the debt crisis and restore sustainable fiscal policies. Given the dysfunction in Congress, there is :

i "growmg interestina state- d_rafted voter—ratlf‘ed const;tutlonai amendment such asto requlre a
I _fbalanced federai budget SRR SR -

Piease cnmplete your free reg:stratiun here e
far this onlme and tn-person event :

Register for the Academy

W

The U.S. Fiscal Responsibility Academy will be held in conjunction with the ALEC

48th Annual Meeting In Salt Lake City. If you will be attending the ALEC meeting,
please plan stay for this special event. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact us at info@letusvoteforbba.org.

w
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From: State Legizialons” Autla ¥ Ca

Toz Cavidd Livinagston
Subjed: Rep. Herrell Commite to Introduce Artide ¥ Call
Date: Friday, August 5, 2021 7:42:09 AR

View liis email in your browset

Newsletter - Edifion 103 Auvgqust 2021
Praviding Arlicle V / Fedaralism News and Scholarly Resaurces Since 2013

This Month...

« Congresswoman Herrell Commiits to Introduce Article V Call
« US Federal Fiscal Responsibility Academy
« Complete Video Record of the Academy

Congresswoman Herrell Commits to Introduce Articie V Calt

Here are Representative Yveite Hermills remarks (o the legislators attending the US Fiscol Regponsibility Academy, including her

commitment te iniroduce a resoluiton to call a convention as soon 8s the requisite number of stofe legisiotures cali for such convention.

Click on her image to view the six minute speech, of go fo: hitps:ifeur. youtube combwalchtu=56282 z30FT.
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US Federal Fiscal Responsibility Academy
reported by Vickie Deppe

Dozens of state legisliators gathered in Salt Lake City on July 3@, 2021 to leam about Article V's siate convention
mechanism for proposing constitutionai amendments, and how il can be used to impose fiscal sanity on

Washington.

Ken Ivory, former Utah State Representative and Chair of both the Convention of States Project’s 2016
williamsburg Convention and the 2017 Phoenix Convention, served as host and moderator. He was joined by

*

David Walker: former Comptroller General and CEO of the US Government Accountability Office

Professor Rob Natelson: Senior Fellow of Constitutional Jurisprudence at the independence institute

Dr. Barry Pouison; University of Colorado Economics Professor Emeritus

David Biddulph: co-founder of the Batanced Budget Amendment Task Force and Let Us Vote for a BBA
Boh Carlstrom: President of AMAC Action, the lobbying arm of the Association of Mature American Citizens
Congresswoman and former New Mexico State Represeniative Yvette Hamreli

South Carolina Staie Senator Rex Rice.
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Panel Discussion

The expert panel explored a wide range of topics inciuding the existential threat posed by excessive spending
and debt to our freedom, prosperity, and national security; the efficacy of amendments and safety of the siale-
convention method for proposing them; and the curent convention application & agoregation landscape. The
panel was unanimous in concluding that there is no reason to think Congress will reverse ifs out-of-control
spending on ils own: restraints will need to be imposed from the outside, and the United States Constitution puis
that responsibility on the shoulders of state legislators.

The Current BBA Landscape

Natelson opined that applications for a plenary convention {one at which any amendment ts on the table) may be
aggregated with limited-subject applications in order to cail a imited-subject convention; but given its irack
record of antipathy towards Article V conventions, it wiil likely require intense political pressure on Congress
before they will Tulfiil this responsibility.

There are currently 27 applications for an Article V convention to propose a Balanced Budge! Amendment, and 6
for a plenary convention. Scuth Carolina is poised to become the 28th state to pass a BBA application, putiing
the total at the necessary two-thirds of the states. Senator Rice reported ihat the application has been approved
by the House and passed out of commiltee in the Senate, where nearly half of the membets have signed on as
sponsors. He anticipates a fioor vote in January, possibly foliowed by reconciliation.

Mississippi’s application restricts the convention to specific amendment language, and would need io be
modified or replaced by an application from another slate in order to hold a convention that permils meaningiul
consideration of multiple options.

Congresswoman Herrell pledged 1o file a resolution in Congress to call the firsi-ever Articte V Convention in
American history upon passage of the 34th application,

Proposed Amendmants

Altendees also leamed about three possible approaches {0 achieving fiscal restraint in Washingion.

+ Citing a number of states whose legistators find ways to sidestep their state constitution’s balanced budget
requirement, Walker advocated instead for a cap on the debi-to-GDP ratic. The advantages of this approach
include simplicity; concurrence among economists across the poiitical spectrum that debt-to-GDP is an important
metric; its potential to secure bipartisan support; and fNexibility for Congress in meeting the objeclive.

» Dr. Pouison offered a Swiss Debt Break-style system, which requires controls on spending and equitibrium
betwaen spending and revenue. The main advantage of this approach is its documented success in Switzerland.
« Biddulph presented the Maximizing Americans’ Prosperity plan, which requires that growth in Congressionat
spending from year to year may never exceead the growth in Americans’ household income. This approach
ihrottles the growlh of spending instead of requiring actual spending cuts, which may make it more palatable to
legislators and other influencers; and is endorsed by the Fitch credit rating agency.

Biddulph is also organizing political pressure on Congress to designate ratification for this amendment via state
convention rather than state legislature, which would give voters a more direct voice in the rafificalion process.
His poliing indicates that 83% of respondents, no matter their political affiliation, support this approach.

All concurred that any amendment package must inciude a mechanism for emergencies like a declared war,
fransparency measures such as a constitutional requirement for an annuaj budget and GAAP-style accounting
standards; and enforceability through penatties that can be imposed on individuai members of Congress.

Carlstrom added that any proposal should address pay-down of existing debt. State Legislator Action ltems

Attendees were provided with over a hundred pages of resource material. lvory wrapped up by encouraging
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stale legisiators to step up to the foilowing tasks:

« Work to pass detegate selection & oversight and state ratifying convention laws

. Build consensus with colleagues about which fiscal controls make the most sense

+ Begin to identify specific candidates to serve as delegates o the convention

« Pass an application for a BBA or, belter yet, a plenary Arlicle V convention to backli-Mississippi’s application
and any others that might be rescinded

+ Encourage their congressional delegation to support the Herrell Resolution to call the convention

» Join the Phoenix Correspondence Commission

“This will be the greatest hants-on civics lesson of our fifetime.”
-~ Ken lyory

Meny thanks to Karla Jones at ALEC, Mae James at LUVBBA, and Neal Schusrer at Path to Reform for their
support in making the Academy possible.

Complete Video Record of the Academy
Here are the video links to the complete, unedited record of the July 30 Academy.

{The individual clips are listed in chronological order)

0. nlips-ivoutu be/sZ 1zadK-i2

1. hlipsAvautu ba/BSKIRY Qnyel)

2. hitps. #youtu he/KvhwBaYRWIQ

3. hitps:#youlis he/-F-Vnde-B-c

4. hlips:/ivoutu be/YabilsEzGla

5. hitps: #youiu beis AvAFpX1EQ

6. hitps fyouty be/WCua-SrEtec

7. hifps-fyauty be!BIOtMXVpRAY

B. htips://voutube/Ybthiim_syvLl

9. https;ifvouty befvulDvOkoCagvg
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10. https:Ayouiy beiFQWaF BohHWM

1. hilps:/Avouty beficsHiethPe
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From: State Legislator™s Artide V Caucus

Tox David Gowan
Subject: Special Editien for all State: Legistators
Date: Saturday, July 24, 2021 12:11:44 PM

\iew this email in vour browser

Special Edition July 2021
Providing Article V / Federafism News and Scholarly Resources Since 2013

Special Edition for State Legislators...

« Virtual and In-person Academy of States on July 30

Dear State Legislator,

You are invited to participate in an interactive, bi-partisan. Academy of
States where you, as a state lawmaker, can cast your ballot to call a “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention for proposing amendments.

During this event, you will

« Discover why and how the States must act to protect Social Security,
national security, and the American Dream for future generations from a
U.S. Congress addicted to deficit spending.
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« Compare and vote on the optimal fiscal constraints to maximize national
security and prosperity while preserving Social Security.

« Learn about and vote for or against firewalls to ensure a successful “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention. These “No-Runaway-Convention”
measures include:

1. Delegate Instructions and Recall and Sanctions Laws as passed by 14
states.

2. Rules adopted for an Article V Convention as approved by 19 States.

3 Learn about the successful 1933 ratification of the 21st Amendment by State
Conventions.

The Academy will occur virtually on July 30, 2021, from 2:30-6:30 PM
MDT.

Those attending of the 2021 ALEC Annual Meeting in Sait Lake City

are invited to remain at the conference and participate in person.

Questions? Please contact Karla Jones

kjones@@alec.org ‘—

Academy Moderator: Ken ivory, former State Representative, Utah

U.S. Congresswoman Yvette Herrell will discuss the protections against a
runaway convention and announce her intent to introduce the LUVBBA
Resolution in Congress upon receiving 34 active Article V BBA applications.
Professor Robert G. Natelson will present the history of safe and effective
conventions and his Article V aggregation research, which includes 32 active
applications toward a BBA convention.

David Bidduiph will discuss the history of the ratification of the

215t Amendment, and the importance of a vote of the people through the Aricle
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v Convention Ratification process. He will present the Maximizing Americans’
Prosperity and Security Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. This proposal
would flimit the growth of federal spending to the prosperity of American families
by establishing an annual federal spending limit corresponding to average
percentage charges in household income and inflation with provisions for
national emergencies, enforcement, and future amendment(s).

State Senator Kelly Townsend will present the significance of the 2017
Balanced Budget Amendment Planning Convention and the Model Rules the
convention created.

Former U.S. Comptroller General David Walker will highlight his Public
Debt/GDP Constitutional Amendment proposal. With broad-based consensus
among economists and concerned politicians, this pro-growth amendment
would allow Congress the flexibility to determine the specific spending and/or
revenue adjustments necessary to achieve the public debt/GDP goals.

Dr. Barry Pouison will present the Balanced Budget Amendment with
Expenditures Limitation Act. Based on the world’s most effective enacted fiscal
rules, this proposal will offer both a Balanced Budget Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution and enabling statutory legislation with explicit fiscal targets and the
measures required to meet them.

We look forward to your vote!
Click here to register for the event.

https://www.eventbrite.com/efaiec—academy-articie-v-and—bba-tickets-
158932947725

This Newsietter is produced by the
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Junathan Williams

1.0, Mesnard

sState Bonded Obligations and the ALEC Annual Meeting
Saturday, Tuly 24, 2021 11k56:43 AM

This ¥Week at the Center for State Fiscat Reform 15 ihis emai nof displaying comecty?
View it in your Hrowser,

% A Note From the Executive Vice President of Policy

Friends,

This week, we released our latest publication, State
Bonded Obligations, 2020, which finds totat bonded
obligations exceed $1.25 trillion across the 50 states —
more than $3.800 per person nationally. The report
analyzes the types of bonds issued and debt payment
schedules, as well as total obligations and debt per
capita in each state.

Next week, we look forward to seeing many of you in Salt

Lake City for the 48t ALEC Annual Meeting, where our
task forces will hear from thought leaders across policy

topics and debate new draft model policy. More on this
below.

All the best,

Jonathan Williams

Chief Economist

Executive Vice President of Policy
American Legislative Exchange Council
jwilliams@alec.org

Twitter: @taxeconomist

oirct I

Salt Lake City

§ o || Podcast and Media
ALEC Annua‘ MEehng mn ;.-'::. t I;i%hiights on ALEC Debt
u

fications
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Next week in Salt Lake City, | have the
privilege of interviewing an all-star panel
of ALEC alumni state treasurers in our
Tax and Fiscal Policy Task Force
meeting. The task force will also consider
four draft model palicies which can be
found pere.

While online registration has closed, on-
site registration will be available
throughout Annual Meeting starting on

Wednesday July 28" in Salt Lake City.

"t Prosperity 101 Podcast:
Competition Breeds
| Freedom

i H

| spoke with Linda Hansen on the
Prosperity 101 Podcast to discuss Rich
States, Poor States and the recipe for
state economic growth.

Map of the Week

i
;

On our team’s latest ALEC podeast, we
discuss our three recent publications:
Other Post-Employment Benefits
Liabilities, 2020; Unaccountable and
Unaffordable, 2020; and State Bonded

|
i
i
:
L

t

| also covered unfunded liabilities on my
jatest “States of Play” segment for
American Radio Journal.

k”"‘""‘i V

2]

H
H

Recent media highlights:

« Report: Hawail Among Worst
Siates Per Capita in Public Pensi
Liabilities

« A New Report Ranks iflinois Near
the Bottom for States Funding Their
Qwn Pension System

» Tennessee’s Bond Obligations
Amount to $1.3K Per Person

» Michigan 401" Among States in
Total Bonded Obligations.
According to New Report
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Total Bonded Obligations Per Capita

This week’s map of the week comes from our new publication, Sfafe Bonded Gbligations,

2020, Total bonded obligations per capita shows each resident's share of their state’s

bonded debt, This is an indicator of patential tax burden taxpayers must bear to pay off
these bonded ohligations.

Follow on Twitter | Friend on Facebook | Subscribe for More information

Copydght ©2021 Al ights raservad.

aur mailing address is:

Amerinen Legisiative Exchange Council
2400 Crystal Drive

Asfington, Va 22202

unsubscrbe from all emails | undate subseription prefeiences
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Froni Japathan Willlams
T 1D. Mesnar _
Subject: State Bonded Obligations: Gur New Report and Wehinar
Date: Saturday, July 17, 2021 B:26:57 AM
This yveek al the Cenler jor Slate Fiscal Reform s this email not displaying comectiy?

View it i vour browser

A Note From the Executive Vice President of Policy

Friends,

On Tuesday, ALEC will release State Bonded
Obligations, 2020, which finds states and their
component units issued more than %1.25 trillion in
pands. The report also highlights important policy
reforms to avoid a debt crisis.

Please join us that afternoon (Tuesday, July 20) at
2:30 PM Eastern for our webinar with the report
authors to discuss the report and its implications for
your state. You can register for the webinar here.

If you would like to request a presentation tailored to
the needs in your state on debt, pensions, OPERB liabilities, or Rich States, Poor
States, please let us know!

As always, please keep in touch, and let me know whenever we can be helpful to
you.

All the best,

Jonathan Williams

Chief Economist

Executive Vice President of Policy
American Legislative Exchange Council

jwilliams(@alec.org
Twitter: @taxeconormist

oiect I

ETH-310




: ALEC Annual Meeting in L E Article: CNBC Praises
% Salt Lake City | ALEC Pension Research

H B
B ¢

Kelly Evans discusses the highlights of
Unaccountable and Unaffordable, 2020.

pA——.

Our team is looking forward to seeing E =]
you in person at the ALEC Annual i ,
Meeting in Utah from July 28-30. We
are thrilled with the record-breaking
attendance numbers and hope to see
you there. A few important reminders.

. , . .| New “States of Play”
-Subcommittee meeting will be held 1 §1] | Segment on Historic
virtually next week. Those who are Arizona Tax Cuts
reqistered for the ALEC Annuai Meeting e
will receive the Zoom link to participate

in subcommittee meetings on Monday,

July 190,

-The deadline for legislative members to
select their task force assignments is
Monday July 190, Legistators can now
join two ALEC task forces as voting
members.

-While online registration has closed,
on-site registration will be avaitable
throughout Annual Meeting starting on On my latest segment for American Radio
Wednesday July 28" in Salt Lake City. Journal, | discuss Arizona’s pro-taxpayer
state budget that was just enacted, which
includes a net tax cut of $1.9 billion and
- T—— E additional resources to pay down debt.
|
l

Unfunded Pension and OPEB Liabilities

£
-
i
i E

in case you missed it... our Center team also released the latest editions of
Unaccotintable and Unaffordable, 2020 and Other Post-Employment Benefit Liabilities.
3020. These reports focus on the unfunded liabilities of pensions and other benefits such
as reltiree health insurance and Medicare supplement plans given to retired public
employees.
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Debt Service as a Share of Tax Revenue, 2021

This week’s map comes from the 14t edition of Rich States, Poor States. This variable
calculates the interest paid on state and local debt as a percentage of state and local tax
revenue. To learmn more about the govemment debt costs in your state, click here.

Follow on Twitter | Eriend on Facebook | Subscribe for More information

Copyright ©2021 Al nghis reserved.
Dur mailing address is:
American Legislative Exchange Councl

2904 Crystal Drive
Aslington, Ve 22202

unsubsoribe from =il emails } update subscrigfion prefefences
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From:

To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Carason Lehmann

Carason Lehmann
Support for Principles on Direct-Te-Consumer Shipping of Spirits

Monday, July 26, 2021 7:33:24 AM
LEC er FINAL.pdl

Please accept this letter of support for the statement of principles on direct-to-

consumer shipping of spirits (attached).
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CRAFT SPIRITS
HES gﬁ;ur_lfgg‘u

s L}Tf

July 23, 2021

To Members of the Commerce Insurance and Economic Development Task Force
of The American Legislative Exchange Council

Dear Task Force Members:

On behalf of the American Craft Spirits Association (ACSA) and its member distilleries, we ate
writing to urge you to support the “Statement of Principles on Direct-To-Consumer Shipping of
Spirits”, that will be considered at the upcoming meeting of the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC) in your Task Force. The adoption by ALEC of this policy is critically important
to the over 2,200 distilleries in the United States.

America’s independent craft distillers have become a vital part of the US economy, providing
good manufacturing and agricultural jobs. In many large and small communities around the
country, we are an anchor for the hospitality and tourism industries. We draw visitors not only
from the region, but in many cases, from around the world. According to the most recent Craft
Spirits Data Project (CSDP), a collaborative effort by Park Street, IWSR Drinks Market
Analysis, and ACSA.

e The number of craft spirits producers in the U.S. grew by 142% between 2014 and 2019.

e Distillery gross sales topped $6 billion in 2019, with total investments in expansions by
producers of $698 million.

e Across the U.S., distiliers employed 30,849 people in 2019; each distillery having an
average of 14.1 employees.

e Over 50% of craft producers have experienced a double-digit decrease in sales in the first
half of 2020 compared to the first half of 2019.

e Although heavily impacted by COVID-19, over 80% of craft producers are confident that
they will still be in business by the end of 2021, but more needs to be done to advance
consumer sales in the new economy.

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic over the past 15 months has fundamentally changed the
way consumets purchase and receive goods. Today, there is a strong emphasis placed on
convenience and easy access to products, and thus, the world of commerce must adapt and
change rapidly to meet consumers demands. Direct-to-consumer shipping of spirits gives
consumers access to products that may not be available to them locally. Allowing consumers to
interact directly with the producers, whose spirits they enjoy, not only gives the consumers the
choice they are looking for, but it helps the small distilleries begin to recover from the pandemic
setbacks. More importantly, producers can continue building their customer base.

P.O. Box 701414, Louisville, KY 40270
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CRAFT SPIRITS
A55DLIAT LOM

Expanding direct-to-consumer shipping of spirits builds on the successful track record of
direct-to-consumer shipping of wine. Direct-to-consumer shipping of wine is permitted in 46
states and has been a common practice for over 25 years. As a result, consumers have been able
to access products otherwise not available locally, and many wineries have built loyal followings
through their wine clubs. Their experience also demonstrates that expanding direct-to-consumer
shipping for spirits can be done with appropriate measures to ensure the responsible delivery to
adult consumers and compliance with all state laws on tax collections and reporting
requirements.

Direct-to-consumer shipping of spirits is not a replacement for the traditional role of distributors,
it is in fact a natural on ramp for small producers to enter and interact with the traditional
three-tier system of beverage alcohol distribution in a much more meaningful way. Granting
producers the ability to directly sell and ship spirits to consumers will allow consumers to decide
what they wish to try and will provide a springboard for brands to be carried by traditional
wholesalers, thus strengthening the spirits business and the three-tier system.

It’s time to modernize the laws governing who gets Lo decide what consumers have access to and
meet the market demands that consumers expect and deserve.

For these reasons, we urge you on behalf of my fellow distillers to support this commonsense,
consumer-friendly, free-market policy by endorsing the Principles at the upcoming ALEC
Commerce, Insurance and Economic Development Task Force meeting later this month.

Thank you for your consideration. Please reach out if you have any questions or would like to
discuss further.

Sincerely,

MogrgeAS Zlrimes

Becky Harris Margie A.S. Lehrman
President, American Craft Spirits Association CEO, American Craft Spirits Association
President, Catoctin Creek Distillery

P.O. Box 701414, Louisville, KY 40270
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

American tegisiative Exchange Council

D. Mesn
Thank You for Tuning intp the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting!
Friday, July 30, 2021 9:39:55 PM

48t ALEC Apnual Meefing {? Lhisﬂgmail noé dispiaying correctly?

B
| @ | ThankYou For Participating in the 48th
L ALEC Annual Meeting

Video Recap

Wednesday

.

Flo.r.irdé Governor Ro‘rulbéwsnéntis North Carofina Lt. Governor Mark Robinson
Watch Here Watch Here
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Thursday

Texas Governor Greg Abbott

Watch Here

Congressman Blake Moore Congressman John Curtis
Utah Utah
Watch Here Watch Here

Scott Pt-;.l.SIpher - Marc Harrison
Western Governor's University intermountain Heaithcare
Watch Here Walch Here
2]

Utah Governor S;ﬁencer Cox
Watch Here

The American Conservative Union
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Watch Here

ACCE: The American City County Exchange

B
# ere
Friday
=] [z
N S e
Former Sec. Energy Rick Senator Mike Lee Congressman Chris
Stewart
Perry Utah Utah
Watch Here Watch Here Watch Here
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Ambassador H.E, Khim-Hsiae Sen. Tim Scott Dan 'Li'l'ienq'uist'

Taiwan South Carolina Intermountain Healthcare
Watch Here Watch Here Watch here
Bl 2]

Former Congressman Rikki Schiott Congressman Burgess
Owens

Jason Chaffetz Utah
Watch Here Watch Here Watch Here

And a panel on Education Choice

Share your ALEC Experience

; [
| L2
Join the conversation on Sociat Media with our Meeting Hashtags:

#ALECINSLC and #ALECideas

Fallow on Twitter | Friend on Facebook | Subscr be for More information

Copyrght @2021 Al nghts reserved,

Qur mailing address is;

American Legislative Exchange Council
2000 Crysial Drive

Arlington, Va 22202
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From:
To: David Gowart
Subject: There”s an app for 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting!

Date:

support@erowdcompassmail.com on behalf of ALEC Events

Tuesday, July 27, 2021 10:23:33 AM

Hi David Gowan,

We've built a mobile app for the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting! It has all
the important information you'll need for the event, and features to enhance your

event experience.

Step 1: Download the App!
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The first thing you'll need to do is download the app on the device you're bringing to
the event.

Don't have iOS or Android? Skip Step 1 and go straight to Step 2 to verify your
account and use the mobile web version of the app.

Step 2: Verify Your Account
Then, come back to this email using the same device from Step 1 and click Verify
Account to unlock all of the app's advanced features.

Verify Account

Contact the ALEC Events Team if you have any questions.
Enjoy the eventl

Copyright 2021 CrowdCompass, All Rights Raserved,
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Fromi; American Legislative Exchange Council.

To: 1.0. Mesnard
Subject: This Week at ALEC
Date: Thursday, July 1, 2021 12:44:47 PM
This Week at ALEC s this email not displaying comectly?

View it in your browser.

This Week AtALEC

T
PR

ALEC Policy Hour: Cybersecurity and Pipelines

The recent attack on Colonial Pipeline
illustrates how cyber attacks impact
. America’s national security and harms
consumers. Join us on the next ALEC
Policy Hour Friday, July 8 at 2:00 PM
| EST as we discuss how the private sector
and government can work together to
_harden netwarks, build resilience and

. prepare for the next cyber attack.

"1 Across the States Podcast:
Free Speech and the FORUM
_1Act '

AFP v, Becerra: Donor
Disclosure Overtumed
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Earlier today, the Supreme Court
released its opinion in Americans for
Prosperity v. Bonta, formerly entitled
Americans for Prosperity v. Becerra,
Through the 6-3 decision, the Court
upheld imperative constitutional speech
rights, guaranteed by the First
Amendment. Learn more about the case,
the decision and the ramifications in
ALEC Task Force Director Jonathon
Hauenschild's latest.

""" Hear from Finance Policy
| [ | Experts at the ALEC Annual
; _{ Meeting

The Tax and Fiscal Policy Task Force is
excited to announce a panel discussion
hosted in partnership with the State
Financial Officers Foundation at the 48th
ALEC Annual Meeting. Hear from the
leading policy experts on smart fiscal
policy as the nation leaves COVID-181in
the rearview mirror.

Freedom of speech has become a hotly
contested matter on college campuses
but the State of Montana is taking a stand
for the First Amendment. Listen in as
Matthew Fisher sits down with Rikki
Schiott, freelance joumalist and writer,
and Andrew Handel, Director of the ALEC
Education and Workforce Development
Task Force, to discuss Montana's recently
enacted FORUM Act and how it protects
free speech in postsecondary education.

Rikki Schioft will join ALEC at the 48th
Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Don't miss this opportunity to hear from a
free speech leader on the importance of
the FORUM Act and other free speech
protections. The all-star lineup of
speakers like Rikki will make this year's
Annual Meeting a can't-miss event.
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- | Mark your calendar with these additional important dates for the 48th ALEC
§ Annuai Meeting:

July 1 - On-site registration rates begin

July 16 — Must be registered in order to
join virtual subcommittee meetings

July 19 — ALEC Members must have
Task Force assignments confirmed

July 25 - Online registration closes
(Registration will re-open on-site starting
on July 27)

fr——

Have guestions about the 48th ALEC Annua! Meeting? Contact our events team
" at meetings@alec.org

Follow on Twitter | Eriend on Facebook | Subscribe for Mare Information

Capyright ©2021 Alf ights reserved.

Qur mailing address is:

Arnerican Legislative Exchange Council
2800 Crystal Drive

Arfingtan, Va 22202
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Fram: American Legislative, Exchange Council

To: 1.0, Mesnard
Subject: This Week at ALEC
Date: Thursday, July 8, 2021 10:15:41 AM
This Week at ALEC {5 this emait not dispiaying comectly?

Vigw it in your browser,

This Week AtALEC

P e

Webinar Special: AFPF v. Becerra - Donor Disclosure Overturnad

BT ——

' The Supreme Court released its opinion

~in Americans for Prosperity v. Bonta, formerly
* entitled Americans for Prosperity v. Becerra.

" Through the 8-3 decision, the Court upheld

: imperative constitutional speech rights, &
- guaranteed by the First Amendment.

- Tune in to a special webinar taday

© ALEC Chief Counsel Bartlett Cleland and o
former FEC Commissioner Lee Goodman to get the blow-by-blow on the decision and it's
_implications for the future.

Also be sure to check out this piece by Bartiett Cleland and Lee Goodman in the Orange
- County Register for a sneak peek at the content for the webinar and to learn more about the
" amicus brief that ALEC filed on this case.

[Z, | Key Note Speaker: Senator Mike Lee at the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting

| senator Mike Lee, elected in 2010 as Utah's 16th Senatar,

ETH-327




_ will be joining our roster of incredible speakers at our

upcoming Annual Meeting.

' Senator Lee has spent his career defending the fundamental
liberties of alt Americans and advocating for our founding

constitutional principles.

Come to the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City,
Utah, July 28 - 30 to join the Senator and other policy experts
. for can't-miss meetings, workshops, and keynote addresses.

? @ | ALEC Policy Hour:
Cybersecurity and Pipelines

I s

The recent attack on Colonial Pipeline
illustrates how cyber attacks impact
America's national security and harms
consumers. Join us on the next ALEC
Policy Hour Friday, July 9 at 2:00 PM
EST as we discuss how the private sector
and government can work together to
harden networks, build resilience and
prepare for the next cyber attack.

e § CIED Cannabis Working
[=] - Group

AP

Join the ALEC Commergce, Insurance
and Economic Development Task Force
next Tuesday, July 13 at 2:00 PM

EST for a wehinar on the cannabis
policy landscape and best practices for
free markets.

ETH-328




]
| Mark your calendar with these additional important dates for the 48th ALEC
i Annual Meeting:

July 16 — Must be registered in order to
join virtual subcommittee meetings

July 19 ~ ALEC Members must have
Task Force assignments confirmed

July 25 - Online registration closes
(Registration will re-open on-site starfing
on July 27)

Have questions about the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting? Contact our events team

" at meetings@alec.org

Follow. on Twitter | Friend on Facsbook | Subscribe for More Information

Copyright ©2021 All rights reserved.

Cur mailing address is;

American Lagislative Exchange Councl
2500 Crystai Driva

Arlington, Va 22202

ynsubseribe from ail emais | update subseription preferences
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Fron: American Legislative Exchange Council

To: 2.D. Mesnard
Subject: This Week at ALEC
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 9:33:31 AM

This Week at: ALEC

“This Week At ALEC

is this email not displaying comectly?
View it in your Browser.

Reminder! You MUST be registered by tomorrow. July 16 in order to join virtual

subcommittee meetings for the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting.

i B ' ALEC Policy Hour: Vaccines - Development, Transportation and
¥ Y| Administration

* Tune in this Friday, July 16 at 2:00 PM
: EST to eamn about the true feat of
* Arnerican innovation that was the

production of the various COVID-19

~vaccines. From the lab development, to
. the transportation distribution of doses

across the states to the management of

_ vaccination clinics on site, it is public-
. private partnership and competitive

innovation that made this record breaking
vaccine possible,

i Annual Meeting.

" Register for a special program in
conjunction with the ALEC 48th

"1 State Bonded
% Obligations Release
..., Briefing

ETH-330




Friday, July 30 ~ 2:30pm MDT-6:15pm MDT
~ Salt Lake City, UT (Limited Virtual
Participation Available)

Participate in an interactive convention of
states where YOU — a state lawmaker — cast
your ballot to call a "No-Runaway"” Article \'
Convention for proposing Amendments to
chart a new, sustainable fiscal path for
America. The Congressional Budget Office
has long wamed that the national debt will
bankrupt the nation and the federal
government's current spending spree is
threatening Social Security, national security
and the financtal security of our country.
Discover why the states, which manage to
balance their budgets, must act. Constitutional
scholar Rob Natelson offers insights and
answers your Article V questions while you
consider and vote on options to reduce the
national debt and prevent future unsustainable
federal spending. A virtual appearance from
ALEC Alumna Congresswoman Yvette Herrell
is anticipated. Registrants will receive a digital
copy of A Fiscal Cfiff that includes
submissions from panelists David Walker and
Barry Poulson, and an innovative concept,
the Bilt of Financial Responsibilities will be
introduced. Be a part of the debate and
propose your own ideas at what is shaping
up to be a modern-day convention of the
states. Your voice matiers but must be
heard to make a difference. Your leadership
is vital to solving America’s dangerous
spending habit.

Contact Karla Jones at kjones@alec.org for
more information or to register for the

Academy.

Join the Center for State Fiscal
Reform team Tuesday, July 20, at
2:30 PM EST for a special briefing
on the release of their latest
publication, State Bonded
Obligations, which finds state
govermnments’ bonded obligations
exceed $1.25 triliion nationwide — an
average of $3,800 per person.

o

; =]

States issue a diverse array of
bonded obligations, with a range of
obligation strength, revenue sources,
debt service schedules and other
factors. This annual publication -
analyzes each state’s leve! of debt
and features policy solutions to
address the root of state debt
problems: government spending.

Mark your calendar with these additional important dates for the 48th ALEC
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;
1 i EAnnuai Meeting:

July 16 — Must be registered in order to
join virtual subcommittee meetings

July 19 — ALEC Members must have
Task Force assignments confirmed

July 25 - Online reg_istration closes
(Registration will re-cpen on-site starting
on.July 27)

wesnd

Have questions about the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting? Contact our events team

at meetings@alec.org

Follow on Twitter | Friend on Facebook | Subscribe for More information

Copyright ©2021 Alf rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:

American Legislative Exchange Council
2900 Crystal Drive

Arington, Va 22202

unsubscribs from all ernalls | update subscription prefarences
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From: American Legislative Exchange Council

To: 1D, M&sr_lard

Subject: This Week at ALEC

Date: Thursday, July 22, 2021 12:15:50 PM
This Week af ALEC

B
i
i
i

This Week AtALEC

State Bonded Obligations, 2020

State governments borrow for a myriad of

. reasons and issue various types of bonded
* obligations. Today, their total bonded

tiabilities exceed $1.25 trillion, representing

 just over $3,800 per person nationally. State

Bonded Obligations, 2020 surveys the

. financial documents for state bonds of all 50
states. This report analyzes the types of

bonds jssued, debt payment schedules as

~ well as total liabiities and liabilities per

capita. This report uses data as recent as

- December of 2020. The differences between
| states offer important insights into state
. approaches to managing these obligations.

| Learmn more with the Center for State Fiscal
Reform and read the report today:

Register for a special

= program in conjunction with
&) the ALEC 48th Annual

: Meeting

Is ihis email not displaying comectly?
Vigw it in your Browser,

8

"} Keeping the Promise to

Retired Public Employees:
| The ALEC Debt Trilogy
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Friday, July 30 from 2:30pm to 6:15pm
MDT in Salt Lake City, UT
(Limited Virtuat Participation Available}

Participate in an interactive convention of
states where YOU — a state lawmaker —
cast your baliot to call a "No-Runaway”
Aticle V Convention for proposing
Amendments to chart a new, sustainable
fiscal path for America. The
Congressional Budget Office has long
warned that the national debt will
bankrupt the nation and the federal
government's current spending spree is
threatening Social Security, national
security and the financial security of our
country. Discover why the states, which
manage to balance their budgets, must
act. Constitutional scholar Rob Natelson
offers insights and answers your Article V
guestions while you consider and vote on
options to reduce the national debt and
prevent future unsustainable federal
spending. A virtual appearance from
ALEC Alumna Congresswoman Yvette
Herreli is anticipated. Registrants will
receive a digital copy of A Fiscal Cliff that
includes submissions from panelists
David Watker and Barry Poulson, and
an innovative concept, the Bill of Financial
Responsibilities will be introduced. Be a
part of the debate and propose your
own ideas at what is shaping upto be a
modem-day convention of the states.
Your voice matters but must be heard
to make a difference. Your leadership is
vital to solving America’s dangerous
spending habit.

Contact Karla Jones at kjones@alec.org
for more information or to register for the

Did you know the states owe more than
$20,000 per person in unfunded
liabilities? Millions of Americans and their
hopes of a secure retirement are
vulnerabie to mismanagement and poor
accounting by statehouses. Join Matthew
Fisher as he sits down with Jonathan
Williams, ALEC Chief Economist, Lee
Schatk, Senior Director of the Center for
State Fiscal Reform and Thomas
Savidge, Research Manager for the
Center for State Fiscal Reform as they
discuss the newest release of the ALEC
Debt Trilogy: Other Post-Employment
Benefit Liabilities, Unaccountable and
Unaffordabie and State Bonded
Obligations. Learn how ALEC is helping
states steer their way onto stable
financial ground.
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Online registration closes for the
48th ALEC Annual Meeting this
Sunday, July 25! Registration will re-
open on-site starting on July 27.

. Have questions about the 48th ALEC Annual Meeting? Contact our events team

- al meetings@alec.org

Follow on Twitter ] Friend on Facabook Subscribe for More Information

Copyright ©2021 All rights raserved.

Our mailing address is:

Amarican Legisiative Exchange Counch
2900 Crystal Drive

Arington, Va 22202

unsubscribe from all emails | update subsciption preferences
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Froim: erican Legislative Exchange ncil

To: David { ivingston
Subjects This Week at ALEC
Date: Thursday, August 5, 2021 9:01:42 AM
This Week at ALEC Is this email not displaying comectly?

View it in your biowser.

This Week AtALEC

A8th ALEC Annual Meeting, By the Numbers

- Just last week the American Legislative

- Exchange Council successfully wrapped up
the 48th ALEC Annuai Meeting. By the

' numbers, this year's Annual Meeting saw:

« QOver 1,600 attendees

* 34 mode! palicies considered across
the Task Forces

« QOver 100 speakers

» Countiess friendships made and
partnerships found

. Check out all of the great presentations and resources available at ALEC.org and on YouTube

H
H
H
i

"] 48th Annual Meeting | Federalism and Making
[E | Speaker Rikki Schiottin Government Work With Former
___1the New York Post | Secretary Rick Perry
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Check out Rikki Schiott, featured in Secretary of Energy Rick Perry sat down

the recent 48th ALEC Annual Meeting, with the manager of the Energy,

with her latest in the New York Post Environment and Agricuiture Task Force,

' Carly Good last week on ALECtv to discuss
federalism, energy and the accomplishments

of the Lone Star State.

on free speech across America's
campuses.

Read Rikki's article
Watch the interview

‘ - . _ | -

Watch Rikki's Speech
Don't miss out on Sec. Perry's Remarks

=

Fﬂ' As Delta Surges, States Look to Industry Partnerships for Public Heaith
Solutions

With new awareness of the COVID-18 Delta
" Variant, learn about vaccine production,
" distribution, and what it alt means for you
with this webinar. Check out these key
' insights from industry leaders like UPS,
- PhRMA and the National Asscciation of
. Chain Drug Stores, to get the information
- you need to understand these developing
issues.

&

Follow on Twitter |Friend on Faceshook | Subscribe for More: Informafion

Copyright ©2021 Al rights resenved.

Our mailing address is:

American Legisiative Exchangs Counell
2900 Crystat Drive

Arlington, Va 22202

unsubsciibe from all emalls | Lpdate subscription preferences
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From: Wilt Caggin

To: coqggin
Subject: Today"s "Essential Plastics" Model Palicy
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2021 10:42:44 AM

Dear EEA Task Force Members,

Since we only have 10 minutes to discuss model policies, | wanted to share some background
information on the modet policy “Act to Establish Statewide Uniformity for Essential Plastic

Regulations.”

The policy does two things:

1. Creates state preemption against localities banning essential plastic products.
2. Defines what an essential plastic product is.

You may well be familiar that anti-plastic activists are moving on from bags and straws and looking to
ban more “single-use” products. Bans are popping up in towns, airports, and universities.

Why define “essential plastics” specifically?

Activists have been effective in demonizing plastics. Recent polling found only 36% of Americans
think plastic does more good than harm.

Yet many single-use plastics have a vital benefit to society. Plastic food wrap and packaging prevent
tood waste and bacterial contamination. Bottled water is vital after disasters and in areas with
contaminated tap water, Many medicai supplies are single-use plastics.

Recognizing the essential benefits of many plastic products allows a “reframing” of the discussion
around plastic products by recognizing that plastic has an essential benefit to society. it is a way of
changing the discussion away from “single-use is always bad” (a narrative pushed by anti-plastic
groups) to “plastics are beneficial.”

You can see a video and read more info at EssentialPlastics.org. { look forward to the discussion and
hearing your thoughts!

Sincerely,
will Coggin

Managing Director
Essential Plastics Coatition, a project of the Center for Qrganizational Research and Education
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From: Mae James

To: Kelly Townsend

Subject: Travel Expenses for ALEC Meeting in Salt Lake City
Date: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 3:57:04 PM

Senator Townsend,

Thank you so much for agreeing to speak at the Article V ALEC Academy scheduled for Friday, July
30, 2021 in Salt Lake City. | can't think of anyone more perfectly suited to discuss the BBA Planning
Convention Rules and appointments to the Phoenix Correspondence Committee. David Biddulph
has asked me to reach out to you regarding the coverage of your travel expenses and ALEC
registration for your trip to Salt Lake City.

Primarily, we want to communicate that all expenses will be covered. | was asked to check, first of
all, whether any expenses would be covered by your State Chair in Arizona. If not, I'll be happy to
pursue other resource options with ALEC. And, should that fail, David Biddulph will cover your flight,
hotel and registration personally.

Finally, David mentioned that he is looking for a “parliamentarian” to moderate the casting of votes
by state during the workshop. We thought Ken lvory wouid be perfectin a role like this, if he would
be willing. Do you know if he is planning on attending the ALEC Meeting, or might be willing?
Thank you,

Mae James

Executive Director
Let Us Vote for a BBA Citizen’s Campaign

http://letusvoteforbba.org/
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From; ALEC Events

To: David Gowan
Subject: virtual Subcommittee Details- 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Date: Monday, July 19, 2021 12:56:09 PM

Dear David,

Thank you for registering to attend the 48th/8th ALEC & ACCE Annual Meeting. This
year, we will be hosting the subcommittee meetings in a virtual format. The
subcommittees will take ptace on the Zoom platform. To help keep the exchange of
ideas interactive, you will be required to join these meetings via a web camera. Please
note, dialing into the meeting via a phone line will not be an option for these meetings.

See below for the links to join the task force subcommittee meetings taking place from
July 20 - July 23, 2021. Click here for a full agenda of the ALEC Annual Meetings.

Note, all times listed below are in EST.
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Communications and Technology Subcommittee

Tuesday, July 20
1;00PM - 3:00PM

Energy.
Environment and
Agriculture
Subcomimittee

Wednesday, July
21

11:00AM -
2:00PM

Wednesday, July
21

3:00PM - 4:00PM

Wednesday, July
21

3:00PM - 5:30PM

2]

Homeland
Security
Subcommittee

Wednesday, July
21

4:00PM - 5:00PM

Subcommittee
Thursday, July 22
11:30AM - 1:00PM

i
H
i

E

ducation and Workforce

Development
Subcommittee

Thursday, July 22
12:30PM - 3:00PM

Federalism and
International Relations

Subcommittee
Thursday, July 22
2:00PM - 5:30PM
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Commerce. insurancé and E-c.onomi(.: Development Subcommitiee
Friday, July 23
2:00PM- 4:30PM

Check out these tips & tricks for a successful virtual meeting!

» Test your internet connection prior to joining.
» Downioad a background to professionalize your space.
« Remember to check if you are muted or unmuted before speaking.

« Utilize the chat feature. If you have a question, ask it!

We are looking forward to seeing you in-person next week in Sait Lake City! See
below for a few of the special events happening throughout the week:

o July 27 at 8:00 PM - Late Night Dessert & Scary Stories with Ken Cuccinelli: The
Attempted Federat Takeover of our Elections

o July 28 at 9:45 AM - Task Force Town Hall

« July 28 at 1:30 PM - Bowwow Yappy Hour

o July 29 at 9:30 AM - Legislative Staff Training

e July 29 at 1:45 PM - ice Cream Social

» July 30 at 2:30 PM - Academy: State Legislators Vote on Next Steps to Save the
American Dream from Unsustainable Deficit Spending via a “No-Runaway” Article V
Convention (Contact Karla Jones for more information. )

Have a question? Contact the ALEC Events Tearn at meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,

ETH-342




The ALEC Events Team
American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org

If you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Qpt-Out.
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From; ALEC Evenls

To: Pavid Gowan
Subject: Virtual Subcommittees Start Today for the 48th/Bth ALFC & ACCE Annual Meeting
Dates Tuesday, July 20, 2021 7:45:50 AM
&l
Dear David,

Today kicks off the first day of the ALEC virtual subcommittee meetings! As a reminder,
we will be hosting the subcommittee meetings in a virtual format. The subcommittees
will take place on the Zoom platform. To help keep the exchange of ideas interactive,
you will be required to join these meetings via a web camera. Please note, diafing into
the meeting via a phone line will not be an option for these meetings.

See below for the links to join the task force subcommitiee meetings taking place from
July 20 - July 23, 2021. Click here for a full agenda of the ALEC Annuai Meetings.

Note, all times listed below are in EST.
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Communications a

Energy.
Envirecnment and
Agriculture
Subcommitiee

Wednesday, July
21

11:00AM -
2:00FM

Criminal Justice
Subcommitiee

Thursday, July 22
11:30AM - 1:00PM

nd Technology Subcommittee

ucation and Waorkforce
Development
Subcommitiee
Thursday, July 22

12:30PM - 3:00PM

Tuesday, July 20
1:00PM - 3:00PM
|
. ~
| @
Health and Tax and Fiscal Homeland
Human Services Policy Security
Subcommittee Subcommittee Subcommittee
Wednesday, July Wednesday, July Wednesday, July
21 21 21
3:00PM - 4:00PM 3:00FPM - 5:30PM 4'00PM - 5:00PM
_____ _ e e
| L
| %
: ! |
L
| o

Federalism and
International Relations
Subcommittee
Thursday, July 22

2:00PM - 5:30PM
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commerce. 1nsuraﬁcé and Economic Devgiggment Subcommittee
Friday, July 23
2:00PM - 4:30PM

Check out these tips & tricks for a successful virtuai meeting!

» Test your internet connection prior to joining.
» Download a background to professionalize your space.
o Remember to check if you are muted or unmuted before speaking.

« Utilize the chat feature. If you have a question, ask it!

We are looking forward to seeing you in-person next week in Salt Lake City! See
below for a few of the special events happening throughout the week:

July 27 at B:00 PM - Late Night Dessert & Scary Stories with Ken Cuccinelii
July 28 at 9:45 AM - Task Force Town Hall

July 28 at 1:30 PM - Bowwow Yappy Hour

July 29 at 9:30 AM - Legislative Staff Training

July 29 at 1:45 PM - Ice Cream Social

July 30 at 2:30 PM - Academy: State Legislators take action on Next Steps to
Save the American Dream from Unsustainable Deficit Spending via a “No-
Runaway” Article V Convention (Contact Karla Jones for more information.)

L

Have a question? Contact the ALEC Events Team at meetings@alec.org.

Sincerely,

The ALEC Events Team
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American Legislative Exchange Council

meetings@alec.org
If you no longer want to receive emails from ALEC Events, please Opt-Out.

ETH-347




From: Amerigan Leqislative Exchange Coundi

To: David Gowan
Subject: Weekly ALEC CONNECT Digest for International Relations and Federatis...
Date: Saturday, Juty 3, 2021 9:43:06 PM

Weekly Digest for International Relations and Federalis...

June 27, 2021 — July 4, 2021

Karia Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

The Wall Street Journal Editorial Board has some advice to the Biden Administration on the best
way to address America's spending habit. Read mare here. The FIR Task Force will consider

... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 10:16 PM  Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)
7] The Supreme Court ruied in Arthrex v. Smith & Nephew that the administrative patent judges
‘g (APJs) who have invalidated thousands of patents under the 2011 America Invents Act did so in
T wiolation
... More
Saturday, July 3, 2021 10:08 PM Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

Tariffs continue to exact a heavy price on American consumers. Read more from the Bozeman
Daily Chronicle here.

Saturday, July 3, 2021 10:07 PM Comment

F Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)
| On Wednesday, several US Senators sent a letter to the Biden Administration urging the federal
government to end the self-inflicted harm from the trade war that is damaging many U.S.
businesses.
... More
Saturday, July 3, 2021 10:05 PM Comment

_‘7 Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Councii)
i @ The OECD offers advice on supply chain resilience and security. The FIR Task Force will consider
& model policy on strengthening the US-Taiwan partnership as one way to secure US supply chains
... More
Saturday, July 3, 2021 10:01 PM Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

American pundits and policymakers are foday raising a litany of complaints about Chinese
industriat policies, trade practices, industrial espionage and military expansion. Some of these
... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:58 PM Comment

Karia Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

Hackers hit a major 1T software provider, which allowed their attack to spread downstream into
many small businesses that now face ransom demands to uniock their computer networks. Read
... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:56 PM Comment

[E Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)
Carnegie Endowment for international Peace scholars offer their ideas for the best way to
“manage” US-Russia relations highlighting perceived missteps by the West in the decades
following
... More
Saturday, July 3, 2021 8:53 PM Comment
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Karla Jones {Amarican Legislative Exchange Counil)

Ukraine and NATO on Monday taunched Black Sea drils that wili involve dozens of warships, an
exercise that follows last week's Incident with a British destroyer off Crimea. Read more here

... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:51 PM Comment

| Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council}
{ .8, troops in sastern Syria cama under rocket attack Monday, with no reported casuaities, one
i day after U.S. Alr Force pianes carried out airstrikes near the irag-Syria border against what

... Mare

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:50 PM Comment

Karla Jones {Amarican Legislative Exchange Council}

China's Xi Jinping delivers a beflicose address on the occasion of the Chinese Communist Party's
160th anniversary. An overview of the speech is here. A coherent foreign policy is essential

... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:48 Pl Comment

Karla Jones {Amzrican Legislative Exchange Councit}

This week Belarus retallated against recent European Union {(EU} sanctions by discontinuing
¢ cooperation lo stem {lega! migration and by denying entry to EU officials. Read more here.

* saturday. July 3, 2021 9:42 PM Comment

Karla Jones {American Legisiative Exchange Counait) _
Israel’s forelgn minister Kicked off the highest-level visit by an 1sraeli official to the United Arab
Emirates {UAE) this week, nine months aflsr the two countries established refations

... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:40 PM Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Councit)

in the aftermath of Iran's recent “election”, ultraconservalive Prosident-efect Ebrahim Ralsi is due
to lake over from President Rouhani in August. This comes at a crucial time for the Islamic

... More

Saturday, July 3, 2021 9:38 PM Comment

Tiis emai was seni fo members of international Refations and Federalis....
To change of kim off ALEL CONMECT smans, Use your regislerad ynemams tes log in.

i s alesinica com, IRC. The Landmark ¢ Ome Warket, Suibs 304 San Francisca, CA 341G
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Fram:
To!
Subject:
Date:

esican Legislalive Coynei
Dayid Gowan
Weekly ALEC CONNECT Digest for International Relations and Fedesalls...
Saturday, August 7, 2021 9:24:39 B

Weekly Digest for international Relations and Federalis...

August 1, 2021 — August 8, 2021

EM@M}

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council}
According to the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty's Will Flanders, "across the nation, there is growing momentum behind bringing back
COVID-19 restrictions. Recently, the CDC updated
. Moze
Fnday, August 5, 202110 52 PM Comment

Karla jones (Amencan Leglslatwe Exchange COunCIl)

Atlendees from the 48th ALEG Annual Meeting in Sait Lake Cily visited World Trade Center Utah {WTC-Utah) to leam how the state
maximizes intemational trade \o creale jobs and economic

. More
Fnday Augustﬁ 202% 10:45 PM Commenl

Karla .Jones (Amencan Leglsiative Exchange Councn)

An old idea made new again, industnal policy is having a moment as policy makers try to secure vital international supply chains of products
like semiconductors. Read more from he Wall

. More
Fnday Augustﬁ 2021 10:39 PM  Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislahve Exchange Cuunc;l}

Mercatus scholars Christine McDaniel and Veronique de Rugy observe, "When domestic firms in the United Stales encounier foreign
compeli ion, hey sometimes seek protection or impor restrictions

.. Mote

g §www youtube.com

hitps:ffwww youtube, comfwalch?v=351aBalvmQY
Friday, Augusis 2021 1035 PM  Comment

Kana Jones (American Leglslatwe Exchange Councﬂ}
The Biden Adminisiration has approved its first arms sale to Taiwan, with the provided goods valued at around $750 Million. The deat, which
mus still go through a congressional review process,
. Mare
Fnday. August 6, 2021 10:33 PM Comment

Karla Jones (Ameru:an Leg!slatlve Exchange Councll)
The Taliban 2ppear on the verge of capluring Lashkar Gan. if they succeed, it will mark the fall of the first provincial capital o the group since
they last conirolled the country in he
. More
Edlied Fnday Auguslfi 2021 10:36 PM Cnmmem

Karla Jones (Amencan Legisialive Exchange Councu)
The most recent edition of EOLITICO China Walcher, details that the Chinese Govemment is concomed about the rapid Taliban advance
currenlly occuring in Afghanistan. China is worried about
. More
nday, Augusts 2021 10:15 PM  Comment

Kaﬂa Jones (Amencan Leglslatwe Exchange Councﬂ)

In this event by the Hoover Institution, former Nationat Security Advisor H.R. McMastler is joined by Congressman Mark E. Green M.D. to
discuss Chinese infuence within the Weslern Hemisphere,
.. More

T BCHINA AND USA

AND FOES
FOREVER

[@fDOWnload (ppey -

Fnday Augustﬁ 2021 40:12 PM Comment

Karla Jones (Amencan Legis alwe Exchange Councul)
Fallowing a recent rocket harrage by the Hezbollah Islamic militant group launched from Lebanon, the Israeli Defense Force said it launched
strikes inte southem Lebanon in refaliation.
. More
Fnday Augus%fi 2024 10 07 PM Comment

Karla Jones (Amencan Leglslahve Exchange Councn)
This commentary by the Heritage Foundalion’s Bruce Klinger explores the recent shift in Japanese defense policy regarding Taiwan. Post
WW2 Japan, characterized with an emphasis on seif-defense,

.. More

ETH-350

BF - BEST FRIENDS




Fiiclay, August 6, 202 30 056 PM  Tomment

Karta Jones (Anietiean Lagistalve Exchange Countil
Despite securily hreals and growing focal reseniment, China con inues to pump biflions of deltars into Pakisian and investin a wide range of
seclors. Read maore from Deuische Welle here
. More
Fnday, August 6, 2021 1001 PM  Comment

Karia Jones (m:hmaari Leqisulw Erchange Councily
{n this episode of he Counct on Foseign Relation’s “The Presidant’s Inbox," former deputy secretary general of NATO Rose Gottemoeller joins
io discuss the status of current efforts Yo
More
Fnday, Augusl 6, 2023 957 PM Comment

Karla Junes (Amuuan Luus!alm* Excharnige Counci)

The Uniled Siatas Mavy and Marine Corps are conducting their targest naval exercise since ho end of the Cokl War, starting on August 3rd
and ending on the 16th, Large Scale Exercise 2023

- More
Fnday Augusi 6, 2021 9:54 PM Comment

Kana Jones (Amentan Legisiative Exchange Gouncit)
Earfier this week, Maxico's Foreign Minister Marcealo Ebrard deciased the Merida {ni iative, the $3 bition U.S.-Mexico sacurity cooperation
framework in place since the Felipe Caldertn and
. More
Fnday,August G, 2021 9:51 PM Comment

Karla Jones fAi!if‘ﬂ[:dﬂ Lrqish ai‘vt Exi‘aaamzﬂ l.u'}Lli‘iUii
With Gaza herrnehc:ﬂ]y sealed by Ismel and Egypt on fand, ils undergreund tunnets blocked, and closed off from he sea, how does Hamas get
its rockats, mortars, drones, and explosives?
. Mora
Fnday,AUQust &, 2021 9:45 PM Comment

Karta Jones {American L Pgbmwr Exchaigs uﬂuﬂmiﬁ

The U_5. joins the LEK. and Isrze} in accusing lran of mounting the fala! strika in the Ambian Sea. Read more from the Wall Street Joumal
hera.

Friday, J\uqusl 5,2024 9:35 PM  Comeneni

K.uia Junr.w {A;amrirnn ngﬁiah\m Etcham,u L‘:ﬂmcai;

Iranian President Chrabim Raist was swom inlo office varlier this werk, starting a four year lerm than ensures. hat ¥ btanches of govemment
in iran are controfied by anti-westem hardliners.

.. Mom

Friday, August G,2021 9:78 FM  Commant

Karla Jonos (Anzerican Lagisiative Exchange Cauncit)

The House Appropria ions Commitiee this monih approved the annual foreign aid bill, a proposal thai includes the Biden administration’s full
request to provide at teast 3150 million, with

. Mom
Fnday, August §,2021 973 PM  Comment

Kada Jonas {!‘Am&nmn ngisiaiwe Exchﬂnoe Caunit
Ukraine has figured prominemtly in the news over the past mosnth. In mid July, Viadimir Putin “published a remarkable essay” in which he
denied Ukraine's very existence. In the coming waeks,
. Mom
Friday, August §, 2021 9:14 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {Amarican Legisiaiive Exciangs rmmc;%)
According to leaked documents, the Georgian State Security Service {$SG) has been spying on joumalists, opposilion and uling party
poliicians, acfivists, priests, businesspeopls, and
- Moo
Friday August 6, 2021 8:56 PM Comment

Karla Jones {American Legisiative Exchange Coz;nm%)

A mew congmessional report will tie Peter Daszak the controversiai director of the New York-based EcoHealth Alfiance nonpeofil, to tha Chinese
Comnmnist Pany's propaganda camyraign about

.. Mare

Friday, August §, 2021 B:63 PM  Comment

This amail was sent iz memisers of inlemational Retatlons and Federalis....
T change of ixm o ALEC CONNECT emads, usa your registered usemame o log in.

;.aia-'fcme com, inc. Thi Landmark & One Marked, Suite 300 San Francseo, $A 04500
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From: American | eaislative Exchange Council

To: David Gowan
Subject: Weekly ALEC CONNECT Digest for International Relations and Federals...
Date: Saturday, July 31, 2021 9:21:10 PM

Weekly Digest for International Relations and Federaiis...

July 25, 2021 — August 1, 2021

("1 Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council}
E The Mercatus Center's Weifeng Zhong emphasizes that US clarity in our resolve to defend
§ Taiwan's sovereignty is crucial in deterring Chinese aggression. He expressed similar sentiments
at
. More
Saturday, July 31,2021 517 PM Comment

) Karla Jones (Ameracan Leglslatlve Exchange Councll)

Eﬂ] in this Nafional Review article, Dan McLaughlin considers the Keep Nine Amendment a viable way

i to prevent court packing.

- Saturday, JuIy 31, 2021 2:46 AM  Comment

Karla Jones (Amencan Legssiative Exchange Councrl)

This is the article that Stephen Ezell who spoke at the FIR Subcommittee referenced during his

presentation. In it Stephen observes, "Nearly 20 years after joining the World Trade Organization,
. More

Saturday, Juty 31,2021 1:15 AM  Comment

N Karla Jones (Amencan Legts!atrve Exchange Councrl)
FE} Earlier this week Secretary of Defanse Lloyd Austin visited Singapore, Vietnam and the Philippines
in an effort to thwart growing Chinese assertiveness in the South China Sea. Listen to
. More
Saturday, July 31,2021 1:11 AM Comment

Karla Jones (Amerrcan Leglslatwe Exchange Councrl)

[@ AEl's Danielle Pletka who spoke at last week’s FIR Subcommittee meeting details her concerns
about the current Administration’s resolve to do more than say the right things to support
democratic

. More
Saturday, .Juiy 31, 2021 1245 AM Comment

Karla Jones (Amerrcan Leg|slat|ve Exchange Councrl)

Over 50 professors have resigned from the CUNY faculty union following a resolution that says

jsraet massacres Palestinians and to facilitate discussion of BDS support. Read more from the
. More

Saturday, July 31,2021 12:32 AM Comment

Karla Jones (Ameﬂcan Legrslatwe Exchange Councrl)
@ In an apparent coup, Tunisia’s Prime Minister is forced out following COVID protests. Demaocracy
in the country long considered an Arab Spring success story is under threat. Read more here
. More
Saturday, July 31,2021 12:29 AM  Comment

Karla Jones (Amencan Leglstatrve Exchange Counml)

How do the challenges that India is facing in controlling its COVID-19 cutbreak affect Africa?
Brockings explains here.

Saturday, July 31, 2021 12:14 AM Comment
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This enail was sent o members of Intermational Relations and Federalis....
To changs of lamn off ALEC COMNECT smalls, use your registered usermaime o 1og in.
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From: American Legistative Exchanag Council

To: David Govan
Subject: wWeekly ALEC CONNECT Digest for Iaternational Relations and Federalis...
Date! Saturday, July 24, 2021 9:25:06 PM

Weekly Digest for International Relations and Federalis...

July 18, 202% ~— July 25, 2021

Karla Jones {American Legisiative Exchange Council)
An "Academy of States” is scheduled for Friday, July 30 from 2 30pm MDT-6 30pm MDT in conjunction wilh the ALEC Annual Meeting in Salt
Lake Gily. A virluai option o parlicipate Is avaiiable

More

A
%ﬂ

| Academy of States - ALEG and LUVBBA

Salurday, July 24, 2021 411 PM Comment

Karla Jones {Amerlcan Legxs%ahve Exchange Councxl)
Al last week's Federafism & Infernational Relations virluat Subcommittee Meeling, Utah Valley University's Kendra Savage described how
federalism has gone glabal, A ink to UYU's work on
More
Salurday, Juiy 24, 2021 4:02 PM Comment

Karla Jcnes {Amencan Legxsiative Exchange Councﬂ)
Curl Levey, President of the Committee for Justice offered festimony supporling keeping SCOTUS at nine (attached) before 1he Presidential
Gommission on the Suprema Courl which is contempiating

Mare

%.. | @ | _J Levey-testimony

Salurday. Juiy 24,2021 4:00 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {Amencan Leglsiahve Exchange Councll)
According to this Discourse arlicte, "industriat-era govemment is il-suited to the intemet age. Innovation is lhe key ta growing state capacily without
growing ihe state..." Read more
More
Sa!urday. Ju]y 24, 2021 3;52 PM Comment

% Karla Jones {Amerlcan Leglslahve Exchange Counc|l}

i g] British Columbia's Fraser Institute published a study suggesting that with the surge in remote waork curreni labor laws are increasingly obsolete. A
! successful regulalory reform experiment

Mare

7% TF Meeling Agenda-Speakers

'Download (pdf}
Salurday July 24,2021 3:50 PM Comment

Karla Jones (Amencan Legaslat;ve Exchange Councll)
AEVs Kevin Kosar observes that, “The Biden administration proposed more than eight hundred new regulations in its first four months in office.
These new miles, which will have the force
More
Salurday, July 24, 2021 3:39 PM Comment

Kar|a Jones {Amencan Leguslatzve Exchange Councn)
Intellectuat property { P) is front and center due, in par, to the Administration’s support of a proposal to waive the World Trade Qrganization's
(WT0) Trade-Related Aspecis of Inteflectual
More
Salurday. Juiy 24,2021 3:36 PM  Comment

] Karla Jones {Amencan Leguslatwe Exchange Councn)
The Federalism and Intemational Refations Task Force held a virluat subcommittee meeting on Thursday, July 22 that featured a robust discussion
on what the Biden Administration's intemational
More
Salurday, July 24, 2021 3;30 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {Amerlcan Legislative Exchange Councll)
E] The Oklahoma Manufacturing Altiance in partnership with the Exparl Imporl Bank of the United Slales {EX M) hosled a webinar "How EXIM
Suppors Cklehama Manufaciuring through Manufaciuring”
More
Salurday. Juiy 24,2021 3:24 PM  Gomment

Karia Jones {American LEgISiallVE Exchange Councn)
The US wilhdrawal from Afghanistan and the implications for Afghanis and for US national security is lop of mind for many including ALEC
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H
% o 1 members. The Federatism & International Relations
More

§ ALEC Drafl Model
Policy Supparting
Proteclion of Afghan
Interprelers

Saturday, July 24, 2021 2:19 PK Corument

Kaila Jones {American Legiskabive Exeonge Gouncl )
Eﬂl The Uniled States tmovation and Conpatition Act (USICA) of 2021, which passed tha Senala in June, cals for $52 biffion in approprialions over
five years to supporl semiconductar manufaciuring
More
Salurday, July 24, 2021 3:06 PM Comment
Karla Jones {American Legsialive Exchange Counci)
Lexington institite's Loren Thompson offers the altemative, decdedly non-free market view of the decline in America's shipbuitding capacily in a
Forbes arlicle here. Cato Institule issue
More
Saturday, July 24, 2021 2:59 PM Comment

Karla Jones {Amesican Legistalive Exchangss Gounch)
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs Naz Durakoglu on Friday said the United States wilk continue to express support for.
Taiwan as China seeks to deler the island’s
More
Salurday, July 24, 2021 2:41 PM  Comment

Karia Jones (Amazican Legistaive Exchange Gounct)
@j Considered ona of the world's poorest counfries in the 1980s, Vietnam laday has emerged as aTising star in Asia and by 2035, Vislnam aims to
graduaie from lower- to upper-middle income
More
Saterday, July 24, 2021 2234 PM Comunent

Karla Jones {Amesonn Legislative Exchange Counci}
In this episade of tha Discovrme Magazine podcast series ldeas of {ndia, Shrutk and Amartya Lahiri disaiss the indian economy in light of the
country’s socialisi past, distrust of markels,
More
Saturday, July 24, 2021 2224 PM  Comment

Karda Jones {urerican Leqstaive Exchangs Ceuned)
Subject malier experts discuss comuplion in Cuba and Geargia and how Weslem governments can engage populafions suffering under kleptocratic
regimes, as well as promising developments in
Mose
Saturday, July 24, 2021 2:18 M Comment

Karls Jones (Amencan Legislalive Exchangs Ciyisaii}

] This briel kom the Inmemational Republican nstitute outfines the role of diplomacy in miligating pleclorat vicence. | emphasizes the imporlance of
lang-am diplomatic engagement;

B More

Salurday, July 24, 2021 2:11 PM  Cemment

This emai was sent Io mehibess of mtemational Retations and Fedearals....
charing or an off ALED CONNECT emufis, Usa pour tegislered wsemanms i og in

sorns ooe, ine. The Landmark &7 Cre Market, Bidle 300 San Fransiszo, TA 64303
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

erican Legislative Exchan ounci
David Gowan
Weekly ALEC CONNECT Digest for International Relations and Federalis...
Saturday, July 17, 2021 9:34:15 PM

Weekly Digest for International Relations and Federalis...

July 11, 2021 — July 18, 2021

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council}
Idaho's Governor Little deployed the National Guard to combat wildfires there. See coverage here.
Saturday, July 17, 2021 7:23 PM Comment

Karla Jones (American Legislative Exchange Council)

At the FIR Subcommittee Meetings (Thursday, July 22 ~ 2pmEDT-5:30pmEDT), mode! poficy on
strengthening supply chain resilience by strengthening the US-Taiwan parinership will be
considered

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 7:21 PM Comment

At the upcoming VIRTUAL FIR Subcommittee Meeting on Thursday, July 22 ~ 2pmEDT-
5:30pmEDT, we will consider model poficy (here) aimed at protecting Afghan interpreters who
served US and NATO

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 7.04 PM Comment

Karta Jones (American Legislative Exchange Counci)

The Chair of the FIR's National Security Subcommittee will discuss the confirmation process of
National Guard General Officers and the importance of directly questioning candidates with

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:58 PM Comment

Karia Jones (American Legislative Exchange Councif)

Dr. Weifeng Zhong, a scholar at the Mercatus Center of GMU, explains the nature of Chinese
propaganda in a podcast here. Dr. Zhong will present at ALEC's 48th Annual Meeting at a
workshop

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:43 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council)

China, long a critic of America's engagement in Afghanistan, is now condemning the US
withdrawal. Learn more here in this New York Times article which describes China's complicated
relationship

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:36 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council)

According to scholars in Discourse, an onine journal established by the Mercatus Center of GMU,
after years of "unrivaled superiority, the U.S. must now account for China's growing military

... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:33 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council}

Protests against the government continue in Guba, according to the New York Times, and despite
arrests, protesters in Guba feel emboldened. Read more here.

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:24 PM Comment

Karla Jones {American Legislative Exchange Council)
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Rule of jlaw has collapsed in Haiti. Read more here from Bloomberg News.
Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:21 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {American Legisiative Exchange Council)

Following the arrest of Jacob Zuma, South Africa experiences its worst protests in years. Read
more from Reufers here.

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:19 PM  Comment

Karla Jones {Amesican Legisiative Exchange Councll}

Israel’s attempts to defend its citizens from deadly assault — in May aione, there were 4,300
rockets fired at Israelis by Palestinian terrorist organizations — are now met with an-investigation
... More

Saturday, July 17, 2021 6:17 PM Comment

Thiz amail was sent to membars of Infernalional Relations and Federalis.....
Ta change of lum off ALEC CONNECT emails, use your segistered usamams o log in,

Ej%saﬁesforcacom, ine. The Landmark {@ Ore Markel, Sulte 300 Sen Franzisto, CA 4105
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Title 21-A Maine Revised Statutes

§ 1003. Investigations by commission

2. Investigations requested. A person may apply in writing to the commission requesting an
investigation as described in subsection 1. The commission shall review the application and shall
make the investigation if the reasons stated for the request show sufficient grounds for believing
that a violation may have occurred.

8§ 1004-A. Penalties

The commission may assess the following penalties in addition to the other monetary sanctions
authorized in this chapter.

2. Contribution in excess of limitations. A person that accepts or makes a contribution that
exceeds the limitations set out in section 1015, subsections 1 and 2 may be assessed a penalty
of no more than the amount by which the contribution exceeded the limitation.

8 1012. Definitions

As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the
following meanings.

2. Contribution. The term “contribution:”
A. Includes:

(1) A gift, subscription, loan, advance or deposit of money or anything of value made
for the purpose of influencing the nomination or election of any person to state, county
or municipal office or for the purpose of liquidating any campaign deficit of a
candidate, except that a loan of money to a candidate by a financial institution in this
State made in accordance with applicable banking laws and regulations and in the
ordinary course of business is not included;

(2) A contract, promise or agreement, express or implied, whether or not legally
enforceable, to make a contribution for such purposes;

(3) Funds received by a candidate or a political committee that are transferred to the
candidate or committee from another political committee or other source; and
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(4) The payment, by any person other than a candidate or a political committee, of
compensation for the personal services of other persons that are provided to the
candidate or political committee without charge for any such purpose; and

4-A. Influence. “Influence” means to promote, support, oppose or defeat.

§ 1015. Limitations on contributions and expenditures

2. Contributions by party committees and political action committees. Except as provided in
paragraph A, a party committee under section 1013-A, subsection 3, a political action committee
and any other committee may not make contributions to a candidate.

A. A party committee under section 1013-A, subsection 3, a leadership political action
committee, a separate segregated fund committee, a caucus political action committee and any
other political action committee may make contributions to a candidate in support of the
candidacy of one person aggregating no more than the amount that an individual may
contribute to that candidate under subsection 1, except that the committee may not make any
monetary contributions to a candidate using funds that derive, in whole or in part, from a
business entity. Nothing in this paragraph prohibits a separate segregated fund committee that
receives nonmonetary contributions from a business entity under section 1056-D, subsection
2, paragraph A from making monetary contributions to a candidate within the limits described
in this paragraph.

§ 1017. Reports by candidates

5. Content. A report required under this section must contain the itemized accounts of
contributions received during that report filing period, including the date a contribution was
received, and the name, address, occupation, principal place of business, if any, and the amount of
the contribution of each person who has made a contribution or contributions aggregating in
excess of $50. The report must contain the itemized expenditures made or authorized during the
report filing period, the date and purpose of each expenditure and the name and address of each
payee and creditor and any refund that a payee has made to the candidate or an agent of the
candidate. If the payee is a member of the candidate’s household or immediate family, the
candidate shall disclose the candidate’s relationship to the payee in a manner prescribed by the
commission. The report must contain a statement of any loan to a candidate by a financial
institution in connection with that candidate’s candidacy that is made during the period covered by
the report, whether or not the loan is defined as a contribution under section 1012, subsection 2,
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paragraph A. The candidate and the treasurer are jointly and severally responsible for the timely
and accurate filing of each required report.

§ 1125. Terms of participation

6. Restrictions on contributions and expenditures for certified candidates. After certification,
a candidate must limit the candidate’s campaign expenditures and obligations, including
outstanding obligations, to the revenues distributed to the candidate from the fund and may not
accept any contributions unless specifically authorized by the commission. Candidates may also
accept and spend interest earned on fund revenues in campaign bank accounts. All revenues
distributed to a certified candidate from the fund must be used for campaign-related purposes. The
candidate, the treasurer, the candidate’s committee authorized pursuant to section 1013-A,
subsection 1 or any agent of the candidate and committee may not use these revenues for any but
campaign-related purposes. The candidate, the treasurer, the candidate’s committee authorized
pursuant to section 1013-A, subsection 1 or any agent of the candidate and committee may not use
these revenues for post-election parties. This section does not prohibit a candidate from using
personal funds for post-election parties as governed by rules of the commission. The commission
shall publish guidelines outlining permissible campaign-related expenditures.
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Code of Maine Rules 94-270
Chapter 1 PROCEDURES

SECTION 6. CONTRIBUTIONS AND OTHER RECEIPTS

4. Unless specifically exempted under Title 21-A M.R.S.A. 88 1012 and 1052 or this section,
the provision of any goods or services without charge or at a charge that is less than the usual
and customary charge for such goods or services is an in-kind contribution. Examples of such
goods and services include, but are not limited to: equipment, facilities, supplies, personnel,
advertising, and campaign literature. If goods or services are provided at less than the usual
and customary charge, the amount of the in-kind contribution is the difference between the
usual and customary charge and the amount charged the candidate or political committee.

A. A commercial vendor that has provided a discount to a candidate or political committee
because of a defect in performance or other business reason has not made a contribution if
the vendor grants substantially similar discounts to other customers in the ordinary course
of the vendor's business.

B. If a candidate is a public official who is provided a vehicle for transportation by a
public entity for the purpose of conducting official duties, the use of such vehicle for
campaign purposes is considered to be an in-kind contribution to the candidate from the
public entity unless the candidate reimburses the public entity for the use of the vehicle.
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